Allotment Holders Annual Meeting
5 Mach 2011

Present

Tina Barnes,  Maxine Rodriguez, Kate Aitken,  Chris Fenton, Janet Gibbets, David and Marian Cooper, Sandra Braithwaite, Claire De Carle, Brian Johnson, Dick Dumbelton, Mike Worsfold, Mayumi Lee, Gill Hetherington, Lesley Overton, John Southam, David James, Ann Drinkhall, Pam Gale, Sam Mc Beth, Eunice Doubtfire, Keith Mansell, Chris Brown, Simon Hall,  Bryan Nicholson.
Cllr Janet Harper, Cllr Desmond Quigley, Deputy Clerk.
 Issues From Meeting 27 March 2010

Dog Fouling  – There are signs at all entrances apart from the playing field. Sign at entrance from Playing Field by CSPFC saying dogs to be on a lead is to be erected.
Water:  Love’s Delight – No pressure to enable more taps.

Hill House – Taps – Deputy Clerk to try to get another quote for additional tap

The key system has been effective in eliminating vandalism of taps and wasted water.
Best Kept Allotment Competition – it was decided there would not be a competition
Inspection -  Due March

· Rubbish, grey sacks -  Deputy Clerk to ensure no more soot is dropped off.
· Neighbouring tenants to report untidy plots

Introduction to allotments – This is on the Forum, Deputy Clerk to put it on the Council Web Site
Skip at end of Growing season – This would cost about £200, not felt there was enough rubbish to justify the cost
Unused spaces -  all plots now taken – waiting list 6 people.

On – line forum – Deputy Clerk to see if this could be revived
Plot plans – redrawn
Tool stores – now permitted,  tenants must apply for permission of Parish Council. 
Bollard key – weekend access – Contact Deputy Clerk
Hill House fence repair -  Vandals were accessing from the Misbourne River,  also Gate in need of repair/ replacement.  Deputy Clerk to talk to Haywardens to see what can be done. Regarding vandalism, all tenants were asked to log with the Parish Council date, time and place of all incidents.  This could be done by phone, e mail or post.  Photograph of offenders most useful.
New issues from meeting on 5 March 2011
Council Issues

Communications. If you have an e mail address that the Parish Council does not have please let  Deputy Clerk  know.

Payment – late payments. It was agreed that imposing a penalty to cover admin cost of late payment was justified.
Size of plots. – Deputy Clerk would be reviewing to see that plots were correctly classified as full or half.
Renewal by E mail – This was proposed for September, letters still to be sent to those without e mail. 
Tenants issues
Burning of Rubbish –Ten out of 25 tenants attending would like the right to have fires on their plots. Cllr Harper said that the Council had looked at common practice and it was generally not allowed, also the Environment Agency advises against this. There were suggestions of a communal incinerator or wheelie bins or Green Recycling in the Community Centre Car Park.  There was also a proposal to allow bonfires in November and February.  Council to make proposal.
Tenancy Agreement – Questions were raised about the wording of the new agreement.  Deputy Clerk to check if this needs to be more of a legal document, with references to Allotment Acts, Appeals procedure, definition of weeds etc. Check with National Society of Allotments and Leisure Gardens.
Tenants reported stolen water bins from plots.  Deputy Clerk had spoken to Police, thefts should be reported on 0845 850 5505.
It was reported there was regular burning on the Horse field, often on Sundays.  Deputy Clerk to take up with Tenant.
There was a request for the Tap key replacement to be at cost.  Cost agreed as £5.00.  
Deputy Clerk to consider changing the code to the gate to Hill House.

Meetings.  It was suggested that tenants have a casual arrangement to meet at noon on one Sunday a month July to September.  Anyone wishing to organise can post the invitation on the Council Web site via the Deputy Clerk.
Nick Stayt

Deputy Clerk

7 March 2011
