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CHALFONT ST PETER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the FULL COUNCIL Meeting held using virtually 
meeting software on Thursday 17th December 2020 at 8.00pm 

 
MINUTES 

 

In attendance (virtually): Cllr Smith, Cllr Browne (part), Cllr Chellar, Cllr Darby, Cllr Dale, 
Cllr Dickson, Cllr Ford, Cllr Harrold, Cllr Hatton, Cllr Longshaw, Cllr North, Cllr Rush, Cllr 
Ryan, Cllr Shinner and Cllr Southworth. 
 
Also Present:   Vikki Murdock (Admin Assistant), Jed Ramsay, Buckinghamshire Council (part) and 
one member of the public (part) 
       
 

 
368 Public Question Time – Mr Jed Ramsay, Lead Flood Programme Management Officer for 

Buckinghamshire Council, spoke to Council regarding a project bid, to DEFRA, he is working 
on to develop flood resilience in communities that are at risk of flooding from groundwater. 
He explained that groundwater flooding is difficult to deal with and there is little data/ 
modelling/ mapping available. The bid is for funds to better understand the groundwater 
flooding in risk areas, create warning systems for local residents and work with local 
communities on flood management. Mr Ramsay was asking Council for their support of this 
project. The bid was for £6 million over 6 years and there would be no financial cost to the 
Parish Council.  

 
 Cllr Smith said that the Parish Council had recently met with Thames Water to discuss 

groundwater flooding and the sewage that was in it which posed a significant problem for the 
High Street in the village. This project was therefore very timely. Mr Ramsay confirmed that 
Thames Water are supportive of the project. Cllr Shinner asked whether consideration was 
being given to the increased development and consequences for groundwater levels. Mr 
Ramsay said that currently groundwater areas are not considered in the Planning process 
but as part of the bid they would hope to change that, and they do have ‘sustainable 
drainage’ officers as part of the team. 

 
 It was agreed that the Parish Council would support this bid and Mr Ramsay will send the 

template letter to the Admin Assistant for completion. Cllr Smith thanked Mr Ramsay and he 
left the meeting. 

  
369 No apologies received.  
 
370 The following disclosable personal or disclosable pecuniary interests were declared 
 
 Buckinghamshire Council Cllr Darby, Cllr Ford, Cllr Harrold, Cllr Rush and Cllr Smith  
 Community Centre  Cllr Dickson and Cllr North 
 
371 The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 26th November 2020 were proposed by Cllr 

Smith, seconded Cllr Shinner, agreed.  
 
372 To discuss the actions from Previous Meetings –  
    

166 A letter has gone to the Co-op requesting that the defibrillator be installed on an 
outside wall by their main entrance. The Manager has passed this to his Head Office. 
Confirmation has been given that the Co-op are not responsible for maintenance or 
insurance of the defibrillator. A request was also made for a donation toward a new 
cabinet. Awaiting response – C’fwd. 
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306b West Hyde Lane Issue – Cllr Smith felt that as permission had now been given for 

the works, that there was little that could be done. Cllr Hatton disagreed and wanted 
assurances that the hedging would be replaced. Cllr Darby felt that activity at the site 
suggested this was being done. Cllr Smith agreed to check. C’fwd 

 
321 Cllr Shinner reported that no firm conclusions  could be drawn from the responses of 

the responses to the Lower Road Quietway, but that all comments should be kept for 
any future discussion on cycle paths within the village. Completed 

 
351 Council had met with Thames Water and notes of that meeting had been circulated. 

Thanks went to Mike Stevens, Head Haywarden, for his thorough report. 
  
363 The Clerk has written to Bucks Council regarding the cricket pavilion/Academy store 

on Mill Meadow. Awaiting response. C’fwd 
 
373 To receive the Chairman’s Announcements  
 

i) Cllr Smith and Cllr Darby were invited by the Epilepsy Centre to take part, via Zoom, 
in their Christmas message to The Queen who has been their patron for 70 years. 
Cllr Smith wished her Majesty and her family a Happy Christmas on behalf of the 
Parish Council. 

ii) Buckinghamshire was moving to Tier 3 with the highest levels of infection being 
Aylesbury Vale and High Wycombe. Cllr Darby added that the Chiltern area had also 
seen an increase in the last week. 

iii) Cllr Smith and Cllr Darby had attended a meeting at Bucks Council regarding HS2 
and the Schedule 17 planning application for the vent shaft site. The application will 
be decided on 4th January 2021. 

 
374 To discuss and agree the minutes and recommendations from the following committees : 
 

• A&P – 8th December 2020. Minutes proposed by Cllr Dale, seconded Cllr Shinner, 
agreed. 

 
375 Cllr Dale proposed the cheques for December, seconded by Cllr Dickson, agreed.  Cllr 

Smith and Cllr Shinner volunteered to sign the cheques in January. 
 
376 Cllr North updated the Council on the following –  
 

Local Plan – A meeting at Bucks Council had taken place to look at the way forward for the 
Local Plan and we are awaiting the minutes. All we do know is that the Local Plan will go to 
at least 2040. 
CIL – no update 
Neighbourhood Plan - Work on ‘Housing Needs Assessment’ has been agreed and the 
Consultant undertaking this work is working on data up to 2039. As a result, it is likely that 
the updated Neighbourhood Plan will cover the period 2020 to 2040. Work is also going 
ahead on ‘woods’ within the village. 
 
It is thought that the current policies we have within our Plan remain until superseded. 
 
Cllr North has still not received a response from the Community Board regarding a grant for 
work on Heritage Assets. Cllr Smith said she would contact the Clerk for the Community 
Board for an update. ACTION Cllr Smith 

 
377 An update on WCAG2.1 to be given at the next meeting. C’fwd  
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378 Two designs for a new piece of play equipment for Mill Meadow were considered. Both were 
under the £20K budget, including installation and both could fit inside the fenced area. 
Concern was raised that the wooden structure could be the target of fire damage. After 
discussion it was felt this risk was small. It was agreed that the wooden structure should be 
ordered and installed. Investigation would also take place with respect to its resistance to 
fire. Proposed Cllr Chellar and seconded Cllr Dickson. Agreed. 

 
379 Cllr Hatton detailed the quotes for planting a new tree in Church Lane Car Park. He 

recommended a substantial tree – a Hornbeam. Cllr Southworth was concerned as she had 
taken advice from the Royal Horticultural Society who had recommended that a much 
smaller tree be installed, as a car park may not have a good underground water supply and 
the soil quality could be poor. Cllr Hatton explained that the planting area was large and that 
additional soil could be added. The area was also on the site of what used to be a pond and 
next to a river, so underground water should not be a problem. He confirmed that the 
Haywarden Team had committed to watering this new tree. It was noted that a large tree 
was less likely to be vandalised. Cllr Chellar suggested that children from the nearby school 
may be enlisted to help with watering the tree. 

 
It was agreed to install a 30-35cm Hornbeam dug to a greater depth and with additional soil 
up to a cost of £2,000. Proposed by Cllr Hatton and seconded by Cllr Dale. Agreed. 

 
380 Cllr Smith explained that before work could begin on the Memorial Garden a process of 

informing the public of the work about to take place, in the unlikely event that human 
remains be disturbed, had to take place. Bob Older, Project Manager had been in contact 
with the Ministry of Justice and had been given the appropriate wording required for such a 
notice. He has also had agreement from the Environmental Health Department at Bucks 
Council and HC Grimstead, Funeral Directors, that they will help facilitate this process at no 
cost, should remains be found. The public notice has to appear in a local paper for two 
weeks and also on local notice boards. It was agreed that this notice should be displayed 
and the cost of the advert (up to £500) in the local press be borne by the Working Party. 
Proposed Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Chellar. Agreed, 

 
381 Due to the change in Band D properties in the village, it was agreed to request an increase 

in precept of £100, to £452,714, in order that this would show as a 0% increase compared to 
last year. Proposed Cllr Ford and seconded by Cllr Chellar. Agreed. 

 
382 It was noted that not all Councillors/ members of the public could access meetings held by 

Bucks Council using Microsoft Teams. This included the Community Board. It was agreed to 
write to the Cabinet Member for Communications highlighting these concerns. Proposed by 
Cllr Darby and seconded by Cllr North. Agreed.  ACTION VM 

 
383 It was agreed that a letter to Bucks Council regarding recent communication about the M25 

Services outline application should be carried forward until after Bucks Council have met 
with the Community Centre. C’fwd 

   
384 The following information items were raised –  
 

Cllr Dickson Raised resident concerns that the swimming pool at the Leisure Centre would 
not be re-opening following the discovery of an irreparable leak. It was noted 
that although the pool would be closed for the foreseeable future, no decision 
had been made to close it permanently.   

 
 Commented on how good the Christmas Tree on Gold Hill Common looked 

and wished to thank the Head Haywarden for his work.  
 

Cllr Shinner -  The program of yellow lines had been delayed and was now due to start 
within 6-7 weeks. 
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 The Community Board sub group for Community Safety will meet on 12th 
January at 6.30pm and the next NAG meeting will be held on 20th January at 
6.00pm. TS to circulate these dates. 

 
 
385 To resolve that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted it is 

advisable in the public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they 
are instructed to withdraw (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1). AGREED. 

 
386  An update was received from Cllr Shinner and Cllr Ford on research undertaken and it was 

agreed to seek advice at no cost to the Council. Proposed Cllr Chellar and seconded by Cllr 
Hatton. Agreed. 

 
 
387 Date of next meeting – Thursday 28th January 2021 at 7.30pm 
 
  
 
 

Meeting finished at 10.12pm 


