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MINUTES of Chalfont St. Peter Parish Council 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE meeting on Monday 12 March 2012 
at 8.00pm in the Council Office, Gravel Hill 
 
 

Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs Janet Harper (Chair), Cllr Pete Dale, Cllr John Hatton, Cllr Giles Heath, Cllr Mrs Linda Smith and Cllr                                
Mrs Kate Southworth  
 
In Attendance:  Mrs Teri McAvoy (Parish Clerk) and Mike Stevens (Head Haywarden) 
 
76s. Apologies were received (and accepted) from: None  

 
77s. Declarations of interest.  None received. 

 
78s. Minutes of the meeting on 9 January 2012 were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
79s.Review action points 
 
  54p (b) Litter bins/ grit bins.   Replacement Grit bin for Boundary Road/Pennington Road on order.  The 

Committee also agreed to purchase a Grit bin for Penn Road & Field Way.  No further action required.   
ACTION:  Clerk to order.             

54p (e) Plan for granite blocks.   The Committee agreed the locations for Phase 3 at Austenwood Common 
along Southside removing the existing bollards, plus replacing all the wooden stakes along Austenway.   
In addition, to supplement the granite blocks at Maltmans Lane and to include lay blocks along the new 
footpath from the Garden Club to the blue bridge in Jubilee Gardens.  This completes the granite block 
project.   

57p (e) Recycling bins in Mill Meadow.  On hold.   
65p (e) The Dell.  Giles David confirmed the planting of Holly, Hawthorne and Yew has been undertaken by 

Spruced Up.  They have observed that the immature trees are rocking in the wind and weakening the 
slope and some more trees might be advisable in the autumn.  A small amount of money has been 
retained to cover any replanting needed in the autumn if anything fails.   Mr David will forward a copy of 
their report as soon as it is available.  Cllr Heath wanted to record his strong objection to the plants used.          

  86p (b)  Wall in St Peters Garden.  A copy of the report from RWA Consulting, Civil and Structural Engineers was 
circulated with the agenda.  The report contained a detailed specification of works for rebuilding the wall 
with estimated costs.  The Committee agreed for RWA to tender the work to suitable contractors to 
include D.Felton Construction and C and P Builders.    

  20s (d) Tree planting on grass verges working group.  Cllr Southworth reported she is applying for a Grant in 
the autumn to the Big Tree Plant.  The overall plan includes using planting to camouflage electrical 
junction boxes and enhance small triangles of land.  Cllr Southworth and Dale will draw up a planting plan 
before seeking permission from Bucks County Council.  The Parish Council has received (free) 100 
saplings of mixed hedging from the Woodland Trust.  The Committee agreed to supplement them by 
buying additional plants and to plant them against the fencing at the play area on Gold Hill Common.   
ACTION:  Head Haywarden  

  48s (b) Pawmarks Petcare.  Company has not responded to request for sample of dispenser.  No further action 
required. 

  48s (c) Browns – price for selling 1996 Hayter LT312 ride on mower.  Ongoing    
  48s (d) Bowling Club re: trees adj. to Maltmans Green.  Keith Musgrave has visited the site and concurs with 

recommendations made by the Bowling Club and their tree expert.   The Clerk has received two quotes to 
pollard 2 trees.  Cllr Heath offered to submit a comparison quote.   The Clerk will write to Trevor Kent as 
owner of the nearby property to request payment towards the cost of pollarding the trees.          

  50s (c) Wild flower project.   The project is now linked with the Riverside Nature Reserve project.  It was agreed, 
the Head Haywarden could purchase seeds as per the list supplied by the Chairman.  ACTION:  Head 
Haywarden.  

  53s Church Lane Project – footpath between Vic Wotton bridge to Community Centre.  Tenders 
received with the best price being quoted by Len Vockins who carried out similar work at Chesham.  
Deputy Clerk met with Mr Vockins to finalise details with a view to work starting on 26 March.  The works 
have Environment Agency approval and have been included on the Riverside Nature Reserve Planning 
Approval submission.  The Committee noted their thanks to the Deputy Clerk for the enormous amount of 
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work he has done in getting this, and the project to landscape the mound in Jubilee Gardens underway, 
particularly with the tight timescales for accessing agreed funding from the LAF Delegated budget.      

  54s (a) Commissioning a report for a Commons Management Plan.  Draft plan prepared by Middlemarch 
Environmental Consultants circulated with agenda.  The Chairman stated the report gave a limited 
amount of information and mainly covered bio-diversity.  The report omits a strategy for maintaining the 
Common areas for recreational use and nothing has been included around resources and materials.  The 
Committee agreed to seek alternative Consultants.  ACTION:  Chairman & Clerk       

  54s (c) Hire of a brush cutter to clear areas on Austenwood Common.  Brush cutting completed on 
Austenwood Common and Gold Hill Common.     

  58s (a) Landscaped mound in Jubilee Gardens.  The project is now linked with the projects for the footpath 
between Vic Wotton bridge to the Community Centre and the Riverside Nature Reserve. 

 
80s. Correspondence   

a) Best Kept Village Competition   The Clerk reported the closing date for entry to the competition is 30 April 
2012.  This year the Parish Council is entering the category for the Tindall Cup.  The Clerk has drawn up an 
action plan to focus activity on improving those areas ear-marked for judging.    The Chairman identified litter 
as a key issue and suggested approaching local schools to help with litter collections, and for the Parish 
Council to offer a small donation towards their environmental projects.  Cllr Hatton suggested also writing to 
food retailers, restaurants, pubs and take away shops to encourage better disposal of litter.  ACTION: Clerk              

b) Bucks County Council re: grass cutting agreement   Email from Si Khan, Transport for Bucks to formalise the    
cutting of grass verges under the devolved powers arrangement.   The verbal agreement has been in place 
for several years whereby the Parish Council charges Bucks County Council £600 per annum.  The 
Committee agreed to continue the arrangement at an increased level of £800 per annum and subject to 
annual increases thereafter based on RPI.   ACTION:  Clerk to take forward.         

     
81s. Allotments 

a) Update on raised beds for easy access   An application for LAF funding from the 2012/2013 delegated budget 
was submitted in February.  

b) Allotment Tenants Annual Meeting   The minutes of the annual meeting was circulated with the agenda.  
    
82s. Village Wellbeing 

a) Haywardens’ Winter Works Schedule 
The schedule was circulated with the agenda.     

b) Best Kept Village 2012.  Amersham & Chalfont Hockey Club has offered to pick up litter and will be doing a 
sponsored litter collection on Saturday 24 March.  

c) Incidents report  
The Head Haywarden gave a verbal report on recent incidents at Mill Meadow and Gold Hill Common.  The 
Police had been called to assist a driver of an articulated lorry who had hit an oak tree on Austenwood Lane.  
 

83s. Strategy for development of playground facilities 
Veolia trust has turned down the grant application.  They will not provide feedback on this.  The sub-committee 
met and decided to go ahead on a phased basis and are currently looking to spend circa £30k of budgeted funds 
on enhancing Mill Meadow with 2 large items of equipment plus minor works at Boundary Road and Gold Hill 
Common.  A further meeting is required to decide on a procurement route when the consultant has more pricing 
information.  The Committee agreed to resurface the worn parts of the play areas at Gold Hill Common and 
Cheena Meadow.   Three quotes obtained as follows: (1) Sovereign @ £5975 + vat; (2) Playground UK @ £5580 
+ vat and (3) DCM @ £5261 + vat.   
ACTION:  RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL to contract the work to DCM. 

 
84s. Market Place sign 

This is still on hold.  Currently the funds available to undertake the work do not match the estimates received.  
 
85s. Church Lane Project 
   An update from Cllr David Martin had been circulated with Full Council papers dated 23 February 2012. 

  
86s. Change4Chalfont Community Orchard Plan  

Nothing further to report.       
 
87s. Diamond Jubilee Beacon 

 The Committee reviewed the comparison specifications provided by the Head Haywarden and agreed to proceed 
with the quote from E&R Meakes, subject to the recommended modifications to the fire basket and to replace the 
steel post with a round hardwood post.  The Committee confirmed the Clerk could proceed with an order within a 
maximum budget of £3k to supply, deliver and install.    ACTION:  Clerk and Head Haywarden  
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88s. Riverside Nature Reserve 

Lease has now been signed by Buckinghamshire County Council and we await its registration.  Middlemarch 
Environmental has obtained Environment Agency approval to the works and they have applied for Planning 
Approval from Chiltern District Council.  We await the working drawings to tender the work. 
Works to clear the brush before the nesting season and to thin out and pollard trees have been undertaken by the 
Haywardens. 
Excavated subsoil arising from the footpath will be placed in this area.  The Jubilee Gardens mound and Loves 
Delight Wild Flower Meadow have been added into the scope of the work.  

 
89s. Information items 

None 
 
90s. Date of next meeting:  Monday 11 June 2012 at 8:00pm 
 
Meeting closed at 10:20pm  

 

 

 


