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Minutes of Chalfont St. Peter Parish Council 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE meeting on Thursday 8th September 
2011 at 8.00pm in the Council Office 
 
 

Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present:  Cllr Janet Harper (Chair), Cllr Peter Dale, Cllr John Hatton, Cllr Giles Heath and Cllr Kate 
Southworth  
 
In Attendance:  Mrs Teri McAvoy (Parish Clerk) 
 
29s. Apologies were received (and accepted) from Cllr Linda Smith  

 
30s. Declarations of interests.  None received. 
 
31s. Minutes of the meeting on 7th July 2011 were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
32s.Review action points from last minutes 
 
   54p (b) Litter bins/ grit bins.   Chiltern District Council shortly to replace litter bins in the village 

centre with the addition of a dual recycling litter bin to be placed by bus stop in the 
Broadway.  ACTION: Clerk to check if a larger litter bin can be placed by the 
Coronation Clock.  ACTION:  Head Haywarden to review levels of grit in grit bins.             

   54p (d) Planting Plans for Mill Meadow.   Topsoil and grass seed installed on the corner area.    
 54p (e) Plan for granite blocks.   The Committee reviewed the report for phase 2 and agreed to 

purchase sufficient blocks to complete areas at Austenwood Lane outside Thorpe House 
School and Gold Hill Common; replacing all wooden stakes.  The blocks already 
installed have been raised.  

 55p (a) Gotts Monument.   Bucks County Council have fenced off the area for remedial work to 
be carried out.   The Committee agreed to remove this item from the agenda pending 
further contact from BCC regarding potential transfer of ownership.  Action completed.   

 34p       Extension of water pipes at Hill House Allotments.  The additional pipe has been 
installed.  Action completed. 

 57p (b) Strimming near parked cars on Goldhill Common.   New road signs ordered which give 
advance warning of grass mowing/strimming in the area.  Action completed.   

 57p (c) Bramble thicket on footpath between A413 and Woodside Close.  This has been 
reported again to Tony Broderick. 

 57p (e) Recycling bins in Mill Meadow.  David Stowe of Chiltern District Council, has advised 
they will be laying grass matting over the area from the recycling bins to the entrance to 
the football club, which will allow cars to park on the grass bank without causing it 
damage.  The matting will take a few weeks to settle after which time the white posts will 
be removed.   

 65p (e) Email from Firs Estate Residents Association  The Clerk met with Giles David, a resident 
on the Firs Estate.  Mr David is looking to fund some of the work required to improve any 
further erosion of the Dell and wanted to see if the Council would offer financial support.  
Mr David has commissioned a report from a soil specialist and will put forward his 
proposal in writing once he has this.       

   76p (c) Signage for ‘One Hour Free’ parking.  Signs amended.  Action completed. 
   78p Review of Byelaws.  Shortened version of the byelaws now displayed on notice boards 

at Gold Hill Common, Chalfont Common, Garden of Rest, Cheena Meadow and St. 
Peter’s Garden.  Action completed.     .   
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   86p (b)  Trees and wall in St Peters Garden  Quotes for work to wall received from Dave Felton 
Construction and BM Construction; awaiting quotes from a further 2 builders.   

   18s (b) Areas for mowing near Vic Wootton bridge.  Added to Haywardens mowing schedule.  
Action completed.   

 20s (d) Tree planting on grass verges working group.  Cllrs Dale & Southworth gave an update 
on the project.  They have mapped out a number of areas where planting could take 
place.  The next stage is to seek permission from Bucks County Council and obtain the 
necessary planting certificate.  Funding is available from the Big Tree Plant but will 
require a 25% contribution from the Parish Council although this can include the time 
invested by staff.  A further meeting is planned to include Cllr Heath, the Haywardens 
and Paul Morris.       

 
33s. Correspondence   

a) Email from Misbourne River Action re: riverbank maintenance 
Bob Older of MRA has requested the Haywardens’ help with maintaining the river bank   
between a) The Greyhound access bridge and the Vic Wotton bridge; b) between the Vic 
Wotton Bridge to the front of the Community Centre;  c) the  area on the Community Centre 
side and the old brick arch and d) selected "viewpoints" between the old brick arch bridge 
and the tennis court.  ACTION:  Head Haywarden to clarify instructions from MRA    

     
34s. Allotments 

a) Update on raised beds for the elderly and disabled.   
Cllr Dale continues to seek funding and is arranging to meet with a representative at a 
garden centre in Hillingdon, who have secured funding from Hayes and Harlington Council 
for a similar scheme.    
 

35s. Village Wellbeing 
a) Green Flag Award for Open Spaces. 

The Committee reviewed the paper outlining the award but felt it was not appropriate to 
enter at this time.  

b) To consider a small wildflower planting project. 
The Chairman suggested a small strip in Love’s Delight allotments could be used as an 
experiment for growing wild flowers.  The Clerk confirmed the Haywardens would include 
this in their Winter works plan.  

   
36s. Strategy for development of playground facilities 

The Committee reviewed the update from the Deputy Clerk.  Initial application made to 
Veolia for £50k funding towards Mill Meadow, results will not be known until January 2012. 
Total cost will be nearer £150k so other funding streams needed.  Boundary Road, there is 
a possibility of funding through Paradigm housing who own the land.  Gold Hill Common, a 
possible funding stream may come from ‘Section 106 funds’.  Further sources of funding 
need to be considered, particularly for Cheena Meadow. 
 

37s. Market Place sign 
This project is on hold pending time in the Deputy Clerk’s work schedule. 

 
38s. Church Lane Project 

Transport for Bucks has asked Ringway Jacobs to complete the next phase of the project.  This 
has resulted in higher costs than originally forecast.  The project group will now need to seek 
additional funding sources. The matter was recently reported to the Appraisal Group Steering 
Committee.  Malcolm Godwin of South East Rural Towns Partnerships is confident that further 
financial support should be possible since the group has so much initial funding for the project.  
Tony Eves may give an update at Council at the end of the month. 
  

39s. Management & Maintenance of Commons  
  (a) To consider commissioning a report for a Commons Management Plan   
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 The Chairman outlined the purpose of having a management plan that would give short, 
medium and long term objectives to maintenance of the Commons.  In addition, a 
comprehensive plan would help with applications for funding for projects from outside bodies.  
ACTION:  Clerk to circulate a sample plan.    

  (b) To agree use of Gold Hill Common for sport and recreational activities and review charges 
   This item to be held over for the November meeting.  ACTION: Clerk 
  (c) To clarify responsibilities of the Parish Council over Common Land i.e. Layters Green  

 The Clerk has obtained a copy of the Commons Register which confirms an application was 
made on 24th November 1967 by the Chairman of Chalfont St Peter Parish Council, to 
register the land containing 3.68 acres or thereabouts known as Layters Green.  The 
registration, which was disputed, became final on 16th September 1977.  ACTION:  
Clerk/Head Haywarden to conduct a site visit of Layters Green Common prior to 
reinstating a maintenance plan.     

  (d) To approve brush cutting and best options for undertaking this type of work    
  This item to be held over for the November meeting.  ACTION: Clerk 
 
40s. Change4Chalfont Community Orchard Plan  

The Committee discussed the plan to plant fruit trees in Jubilee Gardens, giving it an ‘in 
principle’ agreement subject to permission from Chiltern District Council.   
 

41s. Chairman’s report 
a) The Chairman confirmed a condensed version of the cemetery regulations has been posted at 

the Garden of Rest, Denham Lane.  
  
42s. Information items 

No items to report.   
 
43s. Date of next meeting:   AMENDED to Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at 8:00pm. 
 
Meeting closed at 10.00pm 
 

  
 


