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MINUTES of Chalfont St. Peter Parish Council 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE meeting on Monday 9 January 2012 
at 8.00pm in the Council Office, Gravel Hill 
 
 

Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs Janet Harper (Chair), Cllr Pete Dale, Cllr John Hatton, Cllr Giles Heath, Cllr Mrs Linda Smith and Cllr                                
Mrs Kate Southworth  
 
In Attendance:  Mrs Teri McAvoy (Parish Clerk) 
 
61s. Apologies were received (and accepted) from: None  

 
62s. Declarations of interest.  None received. 
 
A presentation from Giles David under item 65p (e) was brought forward to the start of the meeting – see ‘review action 
points’ for further details.    

 
63s. Minutes of the meeting on 3 November 2011 were approved and signed as a true record. 
 
64s.Review action points 
 
  54p (b) Litter bins/ grit bins.   The Clerk confirmed the invoice to Bucks County Council last winter did not 

include a replacement Grit bin for Boundary Road.  The Committee agreed to purchase a replacement to 
service Boundary Road and Pennington Road.  ACTION:  Clerk            

  54p (d) Planting Plans for Mill Meadow.   Hawthorne hedge planted.  Action completed.    
54p (e) Plan for granite blocks.   Phase 2 completed with sufficient blocks remaining to complete a further 

section.  The Head Haywarden will identify locations for Phase 3 and email details to members.  ACTION: 
Head Haywarden.  The corner verges by Hibbert Lodge require attention but will have to be costed by 
Bucks County Council who will also need to undertake the work as it is part of the Highway.  Funding 
could be found from the designated budget.  ACTION:  Head Haywarden to liaise with Tony Broderick 
to ascertain costs.   

57p (e) Recycling bins in Mill Meadow.  The Chairman advised the action is on hold.   
65p (e) The Dell.  Giles David gave a presentation on the issues of erosion and the remedial work suggested by 

Simon Quarrell, Geotechnical Consultant.  Having obtained quotes from 3 landscaping firms with 
appropriate qualifications to design a permanent solution, he was seeking financial support from the 
Parish Council by way of 50% of the amount quoted by Spruced Up with the other 50% being funded 
jointly by him and the Firs Estate Residents Association.  This would make a contribution of £660 each 
inclusive of VAT.  Giles David left the meeting for the Committee to consider the proposal.  After some 
discussion, the Committee agreed to pay this amount subject to the Firs Estate Residents Association 
taking the following steps: (1) to divert water run-off ; (2) to prevent children using the embankment for 
recreation; (3) to prevent parking along the perimeter.  ACTION:  Clerk to write to Giles David outlining 
the terms of the agreement.              

  86p (b)  Wall in St Peters Garden.  Awaiting structural report with a technical specification of work necessary to 
retain the wall.     

  20s (d) Tree planting on grass verges working group.  Cllr Southworth is awaiting a report from Paul Morris 
with a planting plan of the types of tree species suitable for the areas identified by Cllrs Dale and 
Southworth.  The next stage is for them to meet again and take forward plans with Bucks County Council.   

  48s (b) Pawmarks Petcare.  Clerk to contact company for an example of the dispenser and to seek permission 
from Chiltern District Council to a trial period. 

  48s (c) Browns – price for selling 1996 Hayter LT312 ride on mower.  Cllr Heath was unable to find an 
alternative dealer to verify the price.    

  48s (d) Bowling Club re: trees adj. to Maltmans Green.  Awaiting report from Keith Musgrave at Chiltern 
District Council.      

  50s (c) Wild flower project.  An area within the allotments has been selected for the project and the Chairman 
and Head Haywarden will now identify the planting species.  The soil is not suitable for this type of 
planting and will be removed and moved to form a new mound in Jubilee Gardens. 

  53s Church Lane Project – footpath between Vic Wooten bridge to Community Centre.  A report from 
the Deputy Clerk was circulated with the agenda.  In discussions with Tony Eves, it was felt the best 
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material is Tarmac at a cost of £20k+.  However, the advice from the Chilterns Conservation Board is that 
the Environment Agency do not approve of paved areas within 8mtrs of the river.  They also advised that 
Chesham has constructed paths in Meades Water Garden using Ministry of Transport sub base; usually, 
this is a pink coloured limestone that compacts to a hard surface. Chalfont St Giles has constructed paths 
with sub base topped with a more aesthetic stone. There appears to be space to construct a 4ft wide 
path, possibly with local widening, and still leave a full road width.  In order to prevent car parking on the 
road the most viable option would seem to be granite blocks as there is insufficient room for a spoil bank 
of sufficient height.   Some funding has already been agreed from the LAF delegated budget which must 
be spent by the end of March 2012.  ACTION:  Cllr Smith to check funding with Christine Gardner at 
Bucks County Council.  The Committee agreed the project would need to take priority.  ACTION:  
Deputy Clerk to obtain guide price for un-surfaced path and to contact Environment Agency for 
permission. 

  54s (a) Commissioning a report for a Commons Management Plan.  The Clerk has contacted David Smith of 
Middlemarch to obtain a quote for commissioning a report. 

  54s (c) Hire of a brush cutter to clear areas on Austenwood Common.  The Head Haywarden is looking for a 
suitable supplier to hire a brush cutter for a period of 2 weeks to use at Austenwood and Gold Hill 
Commons and in the Riverside Nature Reserve.   

  58s (a) Landscaped mound in Jubilee Gardens.  Nothing further to report.         
 
65s. Correspondence   

a) Request for new footpath on Gold Hill Common from Mark Shaw.  Cllr Heath recalled a footpath running up to 
the Handy Stores which was no longer in evidence.  This will be given further consideration when 
redeveloping the play area.   

b) Request to use a metal detector on Gold Hill Common from Brian Harris. The Clerk circulated two papers (1)  
the Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting in England and Wales compiled by the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport and (2) the Code of Conduct compiled by the National Council for Metal Detecting.  
There is no policy at Bucks County Council or Chiltern District Council.  The guideline on byelaws states a 
Council would need to consent to the use of any device for detecting or locating any metal or mineral in teh 
ground, but allows some discretion in not applying the byelaw to specific named areas of land.  The 
Committee agreed to the use of a metal detector but will not allow any digging.  ACTION:  RECOMMEND to 
COUNCIL.   

     
66s. Allotments 

a) Update on raised beds for the elderly and disabled.  Cllr Dale has found a Garden Centre willing to supply 
plants but needs to work out the quantity required for the size of the area.  ACTION:  Cllrs Harper and Dale 
to investigate with the Deputy Clerk. 

b) Renewal of tenancy agreements.  All tenants have responded and £1745 received in fees.  Love’s Delight has 
4 plots currently not let.  Hill House has a waiting list of 2 people.  The next allotment holders meeting will be 
in March; date to be confirmed.  

    
67s. Village Wellbeing 

a) Haywardens’ Winter Works Schedule 
The schedule was circulated with the agenda.     

b) Incidents report.  The Head Haywarden gave a verbal report on the incidents which occurred from September 
to December 2011.  These included: broken tiles on bus shelters; graffiti, 3 break-ins to the shed at the 
Garden of Rest; vandalism to the Hawthorne sapling on Gold Hill Common; human excrement on a bench; 
the contents of dog bins scattered on Goldhill North and in the play area at Mill Meadow.   All incidents have 
been reported to the Police.       

   
68s. Strategy for development of playground facilities 

We are currently awaiting news on the Grant for Mill Meadow from Veolia.  Their Committee meets on 24 
January.  Chiltern District Council’s Management Committee has approved our plans for the area.  The Open 
Spaces Committee is keen to recommend replacement of the Skateboard Park if funding is successful.  Cllrs 
Harper and Hatton are arranging to meet with the Consultants to agree a revised plan with 
incremental/staged improvements for Mill Meadow and Gold Hill Common.  ACTION:  Cllrs Harper and 
Hatton. 
The Deputy Clerk has contacted Paradigm Housing, the owners of Boundary Road play area.  They have 
some small Grants available which he will follow up.     
 

69s. Market Place sign 
This is still on hold.  Currently the funds available to undertake the work do not match the estimates received.  
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70s. Church Lane Project 
The project is on track for work to be completed in March.  Cllr Martin is currently investigating some additional 
lamp posts and trees. 
  

71s. Change4Chalfont Community Orchard Plan  
Nothing further to report.       

 
72s. Diamond Jubilee Beacon 
  The Head Haywarden visited the Beacon at Downley made by Gomme’s Forge and obtained a quote for the steel 

basket of £1225+ VAT plus £230 for a steel post, not including the costs for installation.    Cllr Allen obtained a quote 
last October from Roger Meakes, a specialist supplier, to make a Beacon complete with post for the price of 
£1141.12+ VAT and to install for £990+ VAT.   The Clerk will try to source a third quote.  Registration has now been 
submitted to the Pageantmaster.  

 
73s. Riverside Nature Reserve 
           Lease now agreed and signed by Cllr Hatton and the Clerk.  We await completion documents from the Solicitors. 

Press release can now be drafted.  Our Consultant has again visited the site and is preparing a list of winter works 
for the Haywardens (this is tree felling and ground clearance to do before the nesting season begins).  The Deputy 
Clerk has checked with Chiltern District Council’s Tree Officer and he has no problem with this. Consultant is 
working on final plans for tender.  It has been suggested that any topsoil required may come from the area off the 
allotments designated as a wildflower area where good soil is not required. 

 
74s. Information items 

None 
 
75s. Date of next meeting:  Monday 12 March 2012 at 8:00pm 
 
Meeting closed at 10:10pm  

 

 

 


