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MINUTES of Chalfont St Peter Parish Council 
FINANCE COMMITTEE meeting on Thursday 21 February 
2013 at 8.00pm in the Council Office 
 
. 
 

THE CHAIRMAN ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING EMERGENCY EXITS IN THE EVENT OF FIRE 
 
 
 

Present:    Cllr. Mrs. I. Darby (Chairman), Cllr. K. Adams, Cllr. Mrs J Brooke, Cllr. D.Martin and  
           Cllr Mrs D Longshaw 

 
   In attendance:    Mrs V Murdock (VM - Administrative Assistant) 
 
 
  47.  Apologies:     Cllr. Mr J Hatton 
 
  
 48.  Declaration of Interests:  
 
  Cllr Mrs Darby in respect of item 45i, as she is a Governor at Robertswood School. 
 Cllr Mrs Darby in respect of item 51a, as she examines the Chalfont St Peter Youth Centre’s 

Accounts 
 Cllr Mr Adams in respect of item 52, he is a Trustee of the Maria Taylor Charity 
 
 
  49.  To approve Minutes of meeting held on 21 December 2012: The Minutes were approved and 

signed as a true copy.   Proposed by Cllr. Brooke and seconded by Cllr. Martin 
 
 
  50.   Review action points: 

 
118f To consider making a contribution towards replacing the fairy lights used during the Maria 

Taylor Concert. Cllr Adams felt that 3 lots of lights measuring 20ft each would be sufficient. 
Costings to be brought to the next Committee Meeting. ACTION: Cllr Adams/ Cllr Dale 

 
28c Gotts Monument – Discussed at Main Council 
 
28g Chalfont St Peter War Memorial – A list of local monumental masons had now been 

collated and it was agreed that the Administrative Assistant would request three quotes with 
respect to repairing the monument base. At the same time, quotes would also be sought for 
repairs to the inscriptions, although this work does not need to be completed yet. ACTION: 
VM 

 
 It was also noted that a grant may be available to part fund this work, and VM was asked to 

find out how we can apply for this. ACTION: VM. 
 
35 Extension of Lease TVP – Still awaiting response to letter sent 21 December 2012. To 

bring forward to next Committee Meeting. 
 
40d Previous request for a donation – Chamber of Commerce. Cllr Darby had spoken with 

Mr Andrew Welch, Acting President of the Chalfont St Peter Chamber of Commerce. The 
donation request included a contribution to the Christmas lights, but it was acknowledged 
that the Parish Council already funded the cross street lights and their maintenance. 
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However, it was suggested that the Council could assist the Chamber with their other 
request in respect to the hanging baskets. 

 Recommend to Council: To explore the possibility of assisting the Chamber of 
Commerce with respect to hanging baskets. 

 
 
45i Robertswood School, Grass Mowing Contract – Cllr Darby had spoken to Michelle 

Moore, Bursar at Robertswood, who had explained that the school were very happy with the 
service provided by the Parish Council, and that their Premises Committee had requested  
this should be recognised by way of a more formal contract. It was proposed that a contract 
be drawn up citing a minimum of 10 cuts and a maximum of 18 cuts per year (during the 
season), based on the current rate of £50 per cut. Proposed by Cllr Martin and seconded by 
Cllr. Adams. 

 Recommend to Council: A contract to be drawn up with Robertswood School for 
grass mowing. 

 
 In addition, VM asked to contact BALC to see if there was a pro-forma contract already 

available to provide a template for the new contract. ACTION: VM 
 
 Robertswood had also asked whether the Haywardens could mark out the pitches after each 

cut. VM was asked to speak to the Haywardens to ascertain whether this could be possible 
and if so at what cost. ACTION: VM 

 
 
 
51 Correspondence 
 

a) Request for Donation –Chalfont St Peter Youth Centre – It was discussed that a donation of 
£5000 had been requested as a contribution for the Sports Court Development at the Centre. It 
was felt that any donation should only be used for that purpose. 
Recommend to Council: Donation of £5000 be awarded. £3000 in 2012/13 with a further 
£2000 in 2013/14 and that this donation be restricted for use on the Sports Court project. 

 
 

b) Scottish Widows Account – change to interest rates – noted 
 

c) Council Tax Referendums – information regarding this had been forwarded by BALC. It was 
noted, as the precept for the Parish Council is remaining the same. 

 
d) Barclays Account – Information about Financial Services Compensation Scheme – noted. 
 

e) Buckinghamshire County Council – Legal Services for Parish Councils – Following a 
discussion it was felt that BCC could not provide suitable legal services to cater for the diverse 
needs of a Parish Council, and that in practice, the Parish Council would approach legal experts 
in relevant fields if required. 

 

f) Changes to Contract – British Telecom – British Telecom is to alter the contract the Parish 
Council has, which will no longer include an annual award for usage. It was agreed that the 
Council would have to review its supplier when the contract ends in December 2013. ACTION: 
to be brought forward for discussion at the Finance Committee on Thursday 19th 
September 2013 

 
 
52 Each year, grants are awarded to the Chalfont Wind Band and St Peter’s Church, for their help with 

the Maria Taylor Carol Concert. Usually £60 is given to each. 
 Recommend to Council: Grant to Chalfont Wind Band £100 
     Grant to St Peter’s Church £100 
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53 Budget Monitoring – to look at budgets which have overspent or may overspend as at 31 March 

2013. VM produced a report which highlighted the above and which was discussed by the 
committee. Some re-allocation of budget codes was agreed, where expenditure had been placed in 
an incorrect code. It was also suggested that the following recommendations be made to Main 
Council: 
 
 
Recommendations to Council: i) Virement of £1000 from Salaries & Wages (4000/200) to 

Protective Clothing (4016/200) 
 ii) Virement of £250 from Vehicle Tax & Insurance 

(4402/300) to Fuels (4401/300) 
 iii) Virement of £100.00 from Office Equipment (4116/400) 

to Postage & Stationery (4112/400) 
 iv) Virement of £200 from Office Equipment (4116/400) to 

General Office Expenses (4117/400) 
 v)Virement of £1400 from Councillor Training (4051/420) to 

Repairs & Maintenance (4201/410) 
 

 
It was also noted that the titles given to the grounds maintenance budget lines (300) were sometimes 
confusing when trying to understand what had been purchased. VM was asked to speak to the Head 
Haywarden to suggest new budget code headings. ACTION: VM. Also, the Allotments Maintenance Budget 
(4450/330) was showing expenditure relating to preparing the ground for the wildflower meadow. VM asked 
to see whether this should be allocated elsewhere. ACTION: VM. 
 
 
54 Information Items 
 

i) Aylesbury Vale District Council had written to the Council informing us of a new payroll 
system they were introducing to accommodate the new RTI regulations in April 2013. It was 
noted and VM to send to HR Committee for information. ACTION: VM 

 
ii) Cllr Brooke asked whether signs she had seen advertising the Circus as coming to the 

Village were correct. VM to check.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.58pm 


