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MINUTES of Chalfont St Peter Parish Council 
FINANCE COMMITTEE meeting on Wednesday 12 December 
2012 at 7.30pm in the Council Office 
 
. 
 

THE CHAIRMAN ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING EMERGENCY EXITS IN THE EVENT OF FIRE 
      

 
 
Present:    Cllr. Mrs. I. Darby (Chairman), Cllr. K. Adams, Cllr. Mrs J Brooke and Cllr. D.Martin 
 
In attendance:    Cllr. Mrs. L. Smith  
 
 
36.   Apologies:     Cllr. Mr. G Heath 
 
37.   Declaration of Interests:  Cllr. Martin in respect of item 40a as he is the Parish Council’s 

representative for Age Concern, Gerrards Cross, The Chalfonts and District Old People’s Welfare 
Committee 

 
 Cllr Mrs Darby in respect of item 45, as she is a Governor at Robertswood School. 
 
38.   To approve Minutes of meeting held on 22 November 2012: The Minutes were approved and 

signed as a true copy.   Proposed by Cllr. Martin and seconded by Cllr. Adams 
 
39.   Review action points: 

 
71f Cllr Darby confirmed that the Barclays Bank Business Bond was now set up as 1 year bond 

at a rate of 1.6% maturing on 20 December 2013. 
 

28b Thames Valley Police – Memorandum of Understanding for partial funding of PCSO. 
Cllr Darby reported that the only revision were the dates.  
Recommend to Council: Memorandum of Understanding should be signed. 

 
28c Gotts Monument – Cllr Smith reported that following her discussions with Chiltern District 

Council, the monument does require remedial work. This would need to be undertaken by 
Buckinghamshire County Council, prior to any discussions regarding the future ownership of 
the monument. It was agreed that the Parish Council are interested in the future of the 
monument and will be monitoring the situation. 

 
28g Chalfont St Peter War Memorial – Awaiting update from the Clerk regarding a list of 

specialist contractors to repair the base. Agenda item for next Finance Meeting 
 
28j Letter from CDC regarding calculation of Council Tax base and precept requirements for 

2013/14 requested by 11.01.2013. ACTION: Once precept approved by Council, Clerk to 
respond to CDC. 

 
29 Lease and copy costs for Konica Minolta C253 colour copier over 3 years from CBE 

Solutions. Cllr Darby reported that the lease was signed but that ongoing costs, for number 
of copies used, was yet unknown. It was noted that prior to the lease expiring the matter be 
bought back to the Finance Committee for consideration. 

 
30ii It was confirmed that LAF funding for the Jubilee Beacon (£2000) had now been received. 

Cllr Smith reported that the Village Appraisal Group had now sent an invoice to LAF for the 
funding for Church Lane lighting and trees (£4700). 
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30iii 2013/14 Budget and Precept Setting. Cllr Darby reported that following a review of the 

Machinery Replacement Reserve Totals with the Haywardens, the information now reflected 
the current position. Cllr Darby also confirmed that there had been an element of double 
counting in expenditure and reserves and this had been corrected. This would be discussed 
in detail later in the meeting. 

 
 
40 Correspondence 
 

a) Request for Donation – Age Concern Gerrards Cross, The Chalfonts and District Old People’s 
Welfare Committee.  
Recommend to Council: Donation of £500 

 
b) Investec – Closure of Account. It was reported that Investec would be closing our Business 

High 5 account with effect from 4 March 2013. If we close the account before 31 December 
2012, we would receive £300 credit on our closing balance.  
 
It was suggested that a new Fixed Rate Deposit Account be opened with the Co-operative Bank.  
 
Recommend to Council: i) Early closure of Investec Account by 31 December 

ii) Open an Account with the Co-Operative Bank and invest 
£85,000 for 12 months 

 
  

c) Misbourne River Action – request for re-imbursement of expenses. 
Recommend to Council: Grant to Misbourne River Action of £509.87 

  
 

d) Late item: Request for Donation – Chalfont St Peter Chamber of Commerce. As the 
Council is already paying for some christmas lights, it was agreed that the decision be deferred 
and Cllr Darby will discuss the matter with Mr A Welch, Acting President of the Chalfont St Peter 
Chamber of Commerce and report to next Finance Meeting. 

 
 
41 It was reported that training courses had become available to the Haywardens this year, which had 

not been anticipated. As their training had expired it is important they attend. It was noted that this 
would mean exceeding the budget for 2012/13, and it was agreed that a virement from General 
Reserves of £700 to cover the cost of the courses would be appropriate. The budget for 2013/14 
would reduce by the same amount. 
Recommend to Council: Virement of £700 from General Reserves to HR Staff Training budget 
(4017/200) 

 
 
42 Cllr Darby reported that Aylesbury Vale District Council currently run the payroll for the Parish 

Council, and a decision needs to be taken as to whether this will continue next year. It was agreed 
that due to staffing changes in the Council office and new HMRC reporting arrangements for 
2013/14 that they continue to provide this service, and this be reviewed again next year.  
Recommend to Council: AVDC continue to provide Payroll Services 

 
 
 
43 British Gas renewal for gas supply to the office. This was due for renewal and after researching 

quotes from different companies, a new cheaper rate was secured from British Gas. This was 
approved by the Chairman under emergency powers, as a quick decision needed to be made to 
secure the much improved price. The decision was noted by the committee. 
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44 To agree budgets and Precept for 2013/14 
 Cllr Darby reported that following the last Finance Meeting she had met with the Deputy Clerk, 

Haywardens and Administrative Assistant to discuss to discuss differences and anomalies in the 
budgets and changes had now been made to reflect those discussions. Cllr Darby then went 
through each budget and detailed those changes. These were agreed by the committee, with two 
amendments: 

 
i) To recommend a virement of £1000 from General Reserves into the Human Resources 

Recruitment Costs budget (4026/210) for this year. 
ii) To amend next year’s budget figures for 1400/410 (Police Office Rental/ income) from £5250 

to £5100 and for 1401/410 (rates/utilities recharge/ income) from £2000 to £2400,  
 
Recommend to Council: i) Virement of £1000 from General Reserves into the Human 

Resources Recruitment Costs budget (4026/210) 
 ii)The new Budget for 2013/14 

iii)That the Precept for 2013/14 be set at £298,329 (no change 
from 2012/13 

 
Cllr Martin wanted to thank Cllr Darby and the Administrative Assistant for going through and 
preparing the new budgets. 

 
45 Information Items 
  

i) Cllr Smith reported that Robertswood School had been in contact with the office requesting 
that the current arrangement, whereby we mow their sports field, be made more formal. 
Currently, the School pay once a year per cut. ACTION: Cllr Darby will speak to the school 
to ascertain more information. 

 
ii) Cllr Adams reported that at Fun Night on 7 December, the Maria Taylor Charity had raised 

£101.30. 
 

 
46 In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the 

public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to 
withdraw (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960 sl) 

 
 
 35 To receive an update on the extension to the Lease. 

Investigations by Cllr Darby and the Admin Assistant concluded that payment of the rates 
element of the lease had been confusing in the past and that the proposal by Thames Valley 
Police (TVP) that they pay a lower new rent, but be responsible for the whole of their 
dedicated rates bill, would be the most sensible way forward and the easiest to administer. 
This was agreed by the Committee. 
Recommend to Council: That the terms of the new lease be agreed at an annual rental 
of £5100 per annum with TVP taking responsibility for reimbursement of the whole of 
the rates liability for their premises. 

 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm 


