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MINUTES of Chalfont St. Peter Parish Council 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE meeting held on Wednesday  
13 Jan 2014 at 8.00pm in the Council Office 
 
   Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present: Cllr Mrs Harper (Chair), Cllr Mrs Southworth, Cllr P Dale and Cllr J Hatton, Cllr M Beane 
 
In Attendance:  Nick Stayt (Deputy Parish Clerk) Mike Stevens (Head Haywarden) 
 
49 O Apologies  - none 

 
50 O. Declarations of interest - None 
  
51 O. To approve minutes of meeting held on 4

th
 Nov 2013. The minutes were proposed by Cllr J Hatton,  

          Seconded by Cllr P Dale and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record. 
 
52 O  Open Spaces Finance Report for the end of November 

 The meeting examined the financial report.  There was a query on proposed rubber mat for the top of the timber 
   surround at Boundary Rd.  DC to chase this up.  Action DC. 
 
53 O. Review action points from last minutes 
   
 5s (a) Dog Poo Bins. Installed.  The meeting asked the DC to order more bins if there is still budget available.  

Action DC 
 39s(d)     Water meter.  Not yet ordered  Action DC**. 
 42s Market Place sign. The Hobby Shop had accepted that the painting could go ahead but the Painter was 

not now responding to e mails,  DC to try to contact them or to re-tender. Action DC 
         75s(b)     Ramp from Bench Manor Crescent to Gold Hill Common.  Awaits TfB. 
         88s        Works to finger post.  Approved by Main Council approval but now too cold/wet to paint the post.  CF. 
         90s(d)   Work to Mill Meadow Playing Surface. Chalfont St Peter Football club and the School have paid first term.  

Noted 
 96s(b)ii Lock on top allotment gate. It was agreed not to change the tenants lock for a combination lock as the 

tenant’s lock meets his insurance company requirements.  
 107s Misbourne footpath extension.  Work to go ahead at the end of January. 
 5 Oe Wetpour repairs to play areas.  Works had been done. Noted 
 8 Oa Logs at Garden of Rest.  No further action at this time. Noted 

 
54 O Correspondence  
 

         Email 8 Nov requesting a grit bin on Windmill Rd. DC to write back to say we would not supply a grit bin but would  
         add the area to list of places gritted by the Haywardens.  HH to draw up gritting list with priorities.  Action DC and  
         HH 
         Email 19 Nov; Chilterns AONB 2014-19 Management Plan Environmental report.  Noted  
 
 55 O  Village Wellbeing  
 

          The HH said there was little to report,  no incidents of Criminal Damage or Graffiti. The bus shelter on Chalfont 
  Common  had had a number of broken tiles from children kicking a football against the shelter wall. 
  
 56 O   Strategy for development of playground facilities. 
 

a. DC to write to Youth Club accepting their 4 conditions to jointly develop the skate park. Action DC 

b. Gold Hill springy  (see 62 O) 
c. Teen Shelter (see 61 O) 

 
 57 O   Community Groups/Volunteering Policy.   

 
  Bulbs have been planted with assistance from Chalfont St Peter Academy and the Gardening Club,  but mostly by 

the Haywardens. 
  Cllr Mrs J Harper suggested that we plan a planting schedule in advance next time so that the Scouts etc can plan 
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their time to assist in the planting. Action; cf to May agenda. 

 
 58 O Commons Management Plan.   
 

a. Storm damage to trees including Gold Hill Sycamore.  The Planning Permission had now been received and the 
tree would be cut down on Thursday 16 Jan.  It would be a ‘soft felling’  with branches lowered as there may be 
bats roosting. 

b. Tree survey had not yet been received. 
c. Harrowing and planting of yellow rattle would now take place next season.  HH was going to apply for a grant 

for the harrow, yellow rattle and some hand tools. Action HH 

d. Bird boxes were all for the nature reserve;  to be erected as part of winter works ( before the nesting season).  
There should be no bat boxes. 

e. Gaye Fellows had given her talk to Main Council in November.  
 

 A session with Chiltern Rangers volunteers had taken place when a substantial area of undergrowth clearing had 
  taken place on Austenwood Common.  HH had booked another session for 28

th
 Jan, 9.30-13.00. The  

 Haywardens are hiring a chipper to deal with the arisings. The ‘Volunteer Engagement’ part of the Management 
  Plan Commission had not yet been booked. 

 
 59 O  Greening and Trees 

 
  The DC reported that the Highway Cultivation License had been received from BCC. There were 18 trees on the 

application but it was decided to go for 9 at this time, all on the A413, near the Greyhound and near the Waggon 
and Horses (the other 9 to be planted in the autumn).  Cllr Mrs K Southworth to recommend species, and check 
availability and price for 12-14 cm specimens.   It was agreed to recommend to Council up to £2000 to be spent. 
There is £1300 in the ‘Trees budget’ so an additional £700 needed for ‘purchase, planting and protection’ of trees. 
DC and HH to look at getting contractor assistance to dig holes for planting.  Watering trees through the summer 
was discussed.  Cllr Mrs K Southworth believed nearby householders may be able and willing to do this and 
believed that she knew some potential volunteers.  Action; Recommend to Main Council £2000 to be spent on 9 
trees.  KS to recommend trees. 
 

 
 60 O  Allotment renewals 
 

a. All renewals had now taken place 
b.  There were about 14 plots vacant in Loves Delight and 2 in Hill House.  DC would check to see if there is anyone 

on the waiting list.  
c.  The Allotment Holders meeting would be on Saturday 12

th
 March at 9.30. 

 
 61 O  Teen Shelter 
 

 Authority for up to £9000 was delegated to Open Spaces from Main Council, in addition to the £2881 grant from the 
  LAF. The Committee considered the options in the DC’s paper and chose the A12 by REKK.  The DC is to check on  
 colours and circulate to Committee members, though dark green was a possible preference. DC to go ahead with 
 installation and billing by the end of March. Action DC 

 
62 O  Gold Hill Play Area Springy 
 

 The Committee considered a paper from the DC to replace the broken springy at Gold Hill Play Area.  It was  
 decided to go ahead with the offer from RSS/SMP for two small ‘elephant’ springys.  Action; recommend to Main  
 Council that up to £2000 be spent from the Capital budget on replacement springy. 
 
63 O Suggestions for Buckinghamshire County Council 
 

Cllr Mrs J Harper said she wanted to set up a meeting with BCC officers and Councillors (inc. Cllr D Martin) 
regarding replacement trees when ones adjacent to the Highway were cut down.  The DC explained he had 
raised this with the LAT and it seems there is no obvious way the Parish Council can get involved in the tree 
felling process.  Cllr Mrs J Harper explained it was the right to replace trees that was required. Cllr Mrs K 
Southworth asked the DC to contact the Tree Warden to see if he was involved in deciding on felling trees. 
 
Cllr Mrs K Southworth also stated that it seems CDC will not put a TPO on a tree unless it is under threat of being 
felled and felt the PC should be able to do something to protect excellent tree specimens.  Cllr J Hatton said when 
the Neighbourhood Plan was accepted it lists green areas where Chalfont St Peter Parish Council has to be 
asked if anyone wants to do work including felling trees. 
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64 O  LAF Funding 2014/15 
 

 No suggestions that matched the criteria had been received by DC by the deadline, 
 
 
65 O  Winter Salting. 
 

          Salt and trailer received. 
 
66 O  Removal of logs from Common. 
 

 A resident had asked if they could take logs from fallen trees for their own use.  This was against the bylaws.  The  
 committee asked the DC to write to refuse the request. Action DC 
 
67 O. Information items  

  
 Cllr J Hatton said he will talk to Chiltern Conservation Volunteers re cutting back ivy from otherwise good tree on  
 Gravel Hill. 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 2210. 
 
 
Next meeting Monday 17

th
 March 2014 at 8:00pm.    


