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MINUTES of Chalfont St. Peter Parish Council  

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE meeting held using virtual  

technology on Monday 21st September 2020 at 7pm in accordance 

with the Coronavirus Act 2020.   
 

 

 

Present:    Cllr Hatton (Chairman), Cllr Dale, Cllr Southworth, Cllr Ryan, Cllr Chellar 

 

In Attendance: Mike Stevens (Head Haywarden), Debbie Evans (Clerk to the Council), Cllr 

Shinner, Member of the public (part)  

 

129. Apologies - None  

  

130. Declarations of interest - None 

 

131. The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27th July 2020 were proposed by Cllr Hatton and 

seconded by Cllr Ryan. All agreed. 

 

 Due to the current Covid-19 restrictions the paper copy of the minutes of Monday 27th July 2020 

would be signed when the committee is permitted to return to the Parish Council Chambers for 

meetings. 

 

132. To review action points from previous meetings:  

 
180. Litter bin Mill Meadow – Litter Bin has arrived and will be installed in due course. Action 

HH  

 

195a. Tree Futures – ‘Branching Out’ grant. Cllr Ryan has completed the application form. HH 

has received correspondence from Bucks Council regarding planting permission and 

needs to follow up. Action HH 

 

33. Wet pour safety surfacing – Awaiting installation date from contractor. C’fwd 

 

64b. Trees & Green Spaces Policy – Policy agreed by Main Council. COMPLETED 

 

66. Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) – A&P Committee have prioritised applications for 

new trees on Denham Lane. Awaiting update from Bucks Council. C’fwd 

 

77. Memorial Garden Update – HH had met with the project manager to discuss the project. 

The project manager enquired whether the Parish Council would be inclined to fund the 

removal of the remaining trees along the entrance pathway. Councillors discussed the 

proposal and felt that currently the Parish Council were not in a position to offer such 

funding.    

 

115. Update regarding additional allotment provision. C’fwd  
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120. Maintenance of roadside verges and discussion with Cllr Chapple - DE has written to 

both Cllr Chapple and Cllr Naylor. Awaiting response. C’fwd 

 

121. ‘Path to Positivity’ – Councillors discussed options but no decision was reached 

regarding its longer term display. Councillors asked that photos be taken now and again 

in November to be brought to the next meeting for a final decision. C’fwd Action HH  

 

81b DE will continue to liaise with CSP Academy regarding their earlier request to donate a 

tree once the current Covid-19 situation has been suitably resolved. Action Clerk 

 

83. Fly tipping at Cheena Meadow – HH reported that Waste Management at Bucks Council 

had supplied and erected appropriate signage FOC. Councillors discussed the 

installation of cameras, but it was felt that the most appropriate course of action was to 

monitor the situation for the time being. COMPLETED  

 

133. Actions awaiting funding/resources/staff time: 

 

155c Boundary Road –Timber edging rotting due to bark safety surface. Longer term 

solution needs to be investigated. C’fwd 

 

157b Trees/bushes and Preparatory work for Church Lane - Awaiting permission 

from Bucks Council. HH to follow up. Action HH 

 

164 Suitable locations for a cycle rack - HH had received agreement in principle 

from Co-op to place cycle rack in their car park. HH to arrange a site meeting 

with the store manager and Cllrs Hatton, Dale and Chellar. Action HH  

 

155 Mill Meadow play area redevelopment – Councillors were updated on the 

available budget. HH was asked to recirculate the designs from Stiff Associates 

to the committee for consideration at the next meeting. C’fwd. Action HH  

15 Verge bollard installation Austenwood Lane/ Bull Lane junction – Cllr Dale to 

take photos of the issue for discussion at the next meeting. C’fwd. Action Cllr 

Dale 

 

134. Boundary Road play area – Councillors discussed the removal of elder bushes and dilapidated 

fencing on the lower section of the intermediate hedge line between the play area and the 

recently acquired open space and agreed to add it to the winter works list. Proposed Cllr Dale, 

seconded Cllr Hatton. All agreed. Action HH 

 

135. Chiltern Park Walk advertised on the Parish Council website – Councillors agreed to remove the 

walk from the Parish Council website. Proposed Cllr Hatton, seconded Cllr Ryan. All agreed. 

Action Clerk 

 

136. Request from Chalfont St Peter Cricket Club for a dog waste bin - HH to look back and 

ascertain if a previous motion was passed to halt any new installations of dog bins. The 

committee emphasised the significant costs associated with dog bin maintenance and also 

queried the proposed location of the bin as no public footpaths appear in that locality. HH to 

ascertain the potential location and bring back to the next meeting. Action HH 
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137. Request for a litter bin at the entrance to the woods at Layters Green Lane – Councillors 

discussed the request, but felt that there was a greater need to replace existing bins on Goldhill 

Common with those already in stock and budgets would not allow further purchases. It was 

suggested that the request be sent to Bucks Council. Action HH 

 

138. Glis Glis management – Councillors reviewed the paper, previously produced by HH and 

listened to the verbal update given by HH. In light of the damage already caused to the tractor 

and the potentially high costs that will be incurred by using a pest control contractor, Councillors 

requested that research be undertaken and presented at the next meeting to ascertain the 

requirements needed for carrying out this work in-house, including costs for equipment and 

training and the relevant licencing requirements. Action HH 

 

139. ‘Muslim’ burial area at the Garden of Rest – The committee were asked to consider the 

feasibility of installing an area which would have graves orientated to facilitate the burial of those 

who follow the Muslim faith. Whilst this cannot be achieved currently, owing to the existing 

section layouts, the committee would need to discuss this further as preparations for burying 

beyond the roadway gather pace. Councillors requested this be bought back for discussion 

once M section is 50% sold. 

 

140. Request to locate bee hives at the Garden of Rest – Councillors had agreed to bee hives being 

installed at the GoR some time ago, but the offer was never acted upon. Councillors were happy 

to permit the installation. Proposed Cllr Dale, seconded Cllr Ryan. All agreed. HH to contact bee 

keeper and liaise. Action HH 

 

141. Request from the Fair to use Gold Hill Common in Autumn 2020 – Councillors discussed the 

request and in light of the current Covid-19 pandemic and the potential risk of infection, 

Councillors declined the request. Proposed Cllr Chellar, seconded Cllr Ryan. All Agreed. HH to 

inform the Fair of the decision. Action HH 

 

142. Condition of the green wall on Market Place – Cllr Hatton commented on the poor condition of 

the trellis attached to the wall along with the lack of soil immediately behind the wall, which 

would make the establishment of plant almost impossible. Councillors requested that the parties 

responsible for the maintenance of “the Grange” development be asked to reinstate the trellis 

and top up the bank with soil. The Clerk is to write a letter. Action Clerk  

 

143. Building works within the village and the impact on roadside verge trees – Cllr Southworth 

updated the committee and asked that Councillors give some thought to creation of a policy to 

protect verge trees from third party damage. Cllr Hatton suggested adding a relevant statement 

to the Neighbourhood Plan and Cllr Southworth suggested the monitoring of planning 

applications and  planned streetworks in order to highlight vulnerable trees prior to 

commencement of works. 

 

Inclusion in Neighbourhood Plan..Action Cllr Hatton 

 

Tree laminate highlighting British Standard and Considerate Contractors requirements. Action 

Cllr Hatton 

 

144. Suitable locations for disease resistant saplings – Cllr Hatton presented two locations. 

Councillors discussed and agreed that the preferred location was adjacent to the river 

Misbourne, within the boundaries of the grazing field. Proposed Cllr Hatton, seconded Cllr Ryan. 

All agreed. Cllr Hatton and HH to finalise location and HH to contact tenant to seek agreement. 

Action Cllr Hatton/HH 
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145. Overgrown village footpaths – it was highlighted that the majority of footpaths within the village 

are no longer a devolved responsibility of the Parish Council and all complaints should be 

referred back to Bucks Council for action. Cllr Hatton highlighted two paths which fall within the 

responsibility of the Parish Council, adjacent to Apex physiotherapy and through the Nature 

Reserve. These will be added to the haywarden’s work list. Action HH  

 Ellwood house footpath to be reported on FixMyStreet. Action HH 

 

 

146. Wildflower areas for the Neighbourhood Plan – Councillors were asked to give some thought to 

any verges within the village that had the potential to be added to the Parish Council’s annual 

cut and collect program. Councillors to bring locations to the next meeting for approval by HH 

against the limitations of the cut and collect machinery. Once collated, Bucks Council could be 

approached to request maintenance be left to the Parish Council. Action All Councillors 

 

147. Overgrown gravestones in the Memorial Garden – Councillors were asked to visit St Peters 

Garden to gain an understanding of the situation in preparation for a full discussion at the next 

meeting. Action All Councillors 

 

148. Items to be communicated to the Comms and PR Committee  

  Further requests for Tree Guardians. Action Cllr Southworth 

  Additional “Soundbites” on trees and green spaces. Action Cllr Southworth 

 

149. Information Items 

Cllr Hatton enquired who had pruned the trees at Ellwood House? – Assumed to be Bucks  

Council. 

 

Had any response been forthcoming from Bucks Council regarding the removal of litter bins? – 

Nothing received, HH will enquire and add to next agenda. 

 

Gas sub-station, Gravel Hill – No further correspondence, Cllr Hatton will make enquiries. 

 

Water Splash Garden – Had the Greyhound agreed to plant up? Cllr Ryan to make enquiries. 

 

150. To resolve that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted  

it is advisable in the public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded, and they 

are instructed to withdraw (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 s1) 

 

       151. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 9th November 2020 at 7.00pm. 

 

  Meeting finished at 21:45hrs 
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