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MINUTES of Chalfont St. Peter Parish Council 
OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE meeting held on Wednesday  
24 March 2014 at 8.00pm in the Council Office 
 
   Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present: Cllr Mrs Harper (Chair), Cllr Mrs Southworth, Cllr P Dale and Cllr M Beane 
 
In Attendance:  Nick Stayt (Deputy Parish Clerk) Mike Stevens (Head Haywarden), Debbie Evans (Parish Clerk) 
 
68 O Apologies  - Cllr J Hatton, 
 
69 O. Declarations of interest - None 
  
70 O. To approve minutes of meeting held on 13 Jan 2014. The minutes were proposed and signed by the Chairman 

as a true and accurate record. 
 
71 O  Open Spaces Finance Report for the end of February – The report was circulated to the Committee and noted. 
  
72 O. Review action points from last minutes 
   
 5s (a) Dog Poo Bins. The Budget for 2013/14 was spent (except for the emptying costs which were yet to be 

billed).  New bins to order in the new FY.  Action DC 
 39s(d)     Water meter.  Not yet ordered  Action DC***. 
 42s Market Place sign. The painting contract had been re-tendered and the DC would arrange a date for the 

work and set this up with the Hobby Shop. The DC had replied to the Hobby Shop in February regarding 
use of their forecourt for display, but had not heard back.  Cllr M Bean asked if the electrical cables were 
to be removed from the wall,  they were not.  The Committee agreed to recommend to Main Council that 
the sign should be painted not pargetted.    Recommend to Main Council.  

         75s(b)     Ramp from Bench Manor Crescent to Gold Hill Common.  Completed 
         88s         Works to finger post.  DC to arrange in the next couple of months  Action DC.. 
 107s Misbourne footpath extension.  Work complete except for topping layer as stone is not available due to 

flooding in the West Country.. 
 117sb Green Triangles etc.  See 78O 
 54O Gritting Areas.  Not needed this year 
 56O Play area development strategy.  See 75O 
 57O Planned planting schedule for Scouts etc.  Carry forward 
 58Oc Grant from the Chiltern Society.  The Head Haywarden had agreed the purchase of loppers, saws and 

blades for volunteer working parties; Yellow Rattle seed; a session of ground clearance work from the 
Chiltern Rangers and a Spring Tine Harrow, for use in improving the ground for wildflowers etc. 

 61O Teen Shelter.  Installed 
 62O Gold Hill Springys.  Installed 
 66O Removal of logs . DC had written. 
 

73 O Correspondence  
 

a. The Chiltern Society.  31 Jan 2014.  Maintenance of Public Footpaths.  Offer to assist.. The Clerk had 
received an offer of funds from Buckinghamshire County Council to maintain certain paths but had decided the 
offer was not viable.  DC to reply to Chiltern Society. 

b. Mrs Holt. 10 Jan 2014.  Request for refund for Garden of Rest fees as parents had been local residents but 
charged out of area.  The Committee decided that a refund for the interment fee was due but not for the plot 
purchase. DC to arrange. 

          c. Chiltern District Council.  17 Feb 2014. Open Spaces and Recreational Strategy. Action, DC to respond 

          d. BALC.  7 March.  E mail of Press Release regarding ditch clearance. Noted 
          e. BALC.  7 March.  E mail of Press Release regarding road repair programme. Noted 
 
   74 O  Village Wellbeing  
 
          The HH said there was little to report, no incidents of Criminal Damage or Graffiti.  
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   75 O   Strategy for development of playground facilities. 
  

a. Skate Park.  The Committee discussed the application for funds and programme for works.  DC to arrange a 
meeting of the Working Group,  Cllr J Hatton, Cllr Mrs J Harper and James Simmons of the Youth Centre and 
the Head Haywarden. Also to start looking at commissioning a design contractor to start working with skaters 
for design of a facility.  The meetings with the skaters need to take place before the summer holidays.   
Recommend to Main Council that up to £2000 be spent on Commissioning a skatepark contractor. 

b. Teen Shelter.  Installed. 
 
 76 O   Community Groups/Volunteering Policy.   
 
        Bulb planting schedule.  Action; cf to May agenda. 
 
 77 O Commons Management Plan.   
 

a. Sycamore now reduced to a stump. Noted. 
b. Report on effectiveness of hiring the chipper and any recommendations for future.  The HH explained that they 

had been clearing trees and as they had no chipper, had to move branches etc to the Garden of Rest, this was 
very time consuming compared to chipping.  He felt that 2 weeks was insufficient time to have the chipper for 
the work that was needed.  The Committee wanted to understand the relative costs of hiring and buying, 
including staff time and benefits of having a chipper such as forming paths and possible hiring out.  Action 
DC/HH to prepare paper. 

c. Tree survey received.  Eleven trees assessed as high risk to be actioned within 6 weeks.  The Haywardens had 
cleared the tree they could but would need to hire a Tree Surgeon for the remainder.  The remaining trees were 
in the ‘action 6-12 months’ category. Noted 

d. Commons survey group requirements.  Cllr Mrs J Harper queried whether there was anything needed to assist 
the volunteers who did the wildflower, butterfly and bat surveys.  Carry forward 

e. Harrow being ordered.  Grant approved Noted 
f.    Bird  boxes.  Await staff time. 
g. Trees on Austenwood Common opposite house on Southside have been cut back by householder with no 

permission from Parish Council or David Baldwin.  The Committee met at this location before the meeting. 
There had been a further complication that it seems a strip of land adjacent to Southside may not be part of the 
common that is managed by the Parish Council i.e. the trees may not be part of the Common.  Cllr Mrs K 
Southworth said that the Firs Estate was a conservation area and approval was needed from CDC to cut back 
trees in a Conservation Area.  Cllr M Beane advised that Bucks CC were the Authority for Commons and may 
have definitive maps of the commons boundary.  The Clerk was to follow this up to try to get definite information 
on where the boundary of the Common is and whether the trees in question were cut back illegally. Action 
Clerk.   

h. Update on use of Chiltern Rangers volunteers and future bookings. The HH said there were two sessions of 
work from Chiltern Rangers booked for next winter and one session with the Chiltern Society in November. 

 
 
78 O  Greening and Trees 
 

a. Nine tree now planted at Wagon and Horses  and Gravel Hill.  The Wagon and Horses had agreed to water 
the trees near them.  The Greyhound would water trees near them twice a week.  Cllr Mrs K Southworth 
would provide guidance to them on what was needed.  The HH would keep an eye on the trees in case more 
water was needed, particularly the Gravel Hill trees which were smaller and had little root system. 

b. Proposal for Memorial tree printed in Bucks Advertiser.  There was agreement that Memorial Trees were not 
appropriate.  There was a suggestion that trees should only be allowed in communal areas such as Church 
Lane Car Park as otherwise this policy was very much limited to Chalfont Common and not the whole village.  
It was proposed that the Tree Working Group should look to develop a list of areas where trees could be 
planted.  Action; Tree Working Group. 

c. Priorities for tree planting sites in Autumn.  Nine trees were proposed for Monument Lane, Chesham Lane 
and Hillside Close,  Cllr Mrs K Southworth to decide on species for the last 4 of these.  The replacement trees 
for the Gold Hill Sycamores was discussed.  HH to discuss number and species with Aboriculturalist contact 
and whether to have more than one species.  HH also to check out size, cost and practicality of planting large 
specimen replacements.  Action, Cllr Mrs Southworth for  Hillside Close trees.  HH for Gold Hill Trees. 

   d    Wildflower seeding of the Misbourne path extension.  Cllr Mrs Harper had seeds and would plant. 
 
 79 O  Allotments 
 

a. The Allotment Holders meeting would be on Saturday 29
th
 March at 9.30.  No issues for the agenda were raised.  

Cllr P Dale to attend. 
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b.  Flooding.  If a tenant asked for a refund they would be allowed this but must give up the plot to the waiting list 
and go back on the list for another plot elsewhere. 

c.  The wildflower area in Loves Delight had not taken and was covered in weeds. 
d.  Black sheeting of unlet plots.  This was felt to be more effective than strimming by the Haywardens but currently 

there were few applicants for plots.  Action;  sheet three plots including LD8, others to be strimmed. 
 
 80 O Garden of Rest 
 
 The proposed monument for Sir Frank Gibb was approved but it was pointed out that Integrity was mis-spelt. 
 
81 O Proposal for Cable Avoidance Tool. 
 
 The DC said that a CAT must be used for all excavations.  The case for buying or hiring was not clear so it was  
 agreed to record how often a CAT was needed for a period of time before considering purchase.   Action DC/HH to 
  record use 
 
82 O  Bollards at Wagon and Horses. 
 

After discussion it was agree to sleeve the three central bollards and remove the edge ones.  The removals would 
be by cutting off just below the surface.  Action; recommend to Main Council. 
 

83 O Risk Assessment – nothing raised under this heading. 
 
84 O Information items – nothing. 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 22.41. 
 
 
Next meeting Monday 19

th
 May 2014 at 8:00pm.    


