
 

CHALFONT St. PETER PARISH COUNCIL 
Open Spaces Committee 
MEETING Thursday 3rd February 2011 at 8.00pm in the Council Office 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present – Cllr Janet Harper (Chair), Cllr John Hatton, Cllr Giles Heath (Vice Chairman), Cllr Desmond 
Quigley and Cllr Linda Smith 
 
In attendance – Parish Clerk and Cllr Isobel Darby 
 
61p Apologies – Cllr Brian Smith 

 
62p Declaration of interests – None 
 
63p To approve the minutes of meeting on 6th January 2011 
 The minutes were approved as a true record and signed. 
 
64p To review action points from last minutes 

54p (a) Cemetery regulations review.  The Deputy Clerk submitted feedback from some of the 
local Funeral Directors and Masons.  They have indicated a preference for the ‘desk 
top’ style for cremated remains.   For burials, a number of issues were highlighted 
around using the Shefford shoe.  Cllr Harper presented photographs of Amersham 
cemetery to compare and contrast with the Garden of Rest.   The committee suggested 
a critical review is made of some of the alternative options for graves to compare with 
the Shefford shoe. Action: Deputy Clerk.  

 
54p (b) Litter bins/grit bins:  The Clerk is waiting for confirmation from Bucks County Council on 

replacing the missing bins at Kingsway, Rickmansworth Lane and Boundary Road, and 
re-siting the grit bin at Copthall Lane.  Action: Clerk.    

 
54p (c)BCC/CDC clarification of responsibility for litter problems/pavements.  The Clerk 

confirmed training has started with the litter picker in using the mechanical pavement 
cleaner.  Action: Clerk/Head Haywarden to monitor in conjunction with CDC’s 
cleansing schedule.  

 
4p Registration of Commons.   The Open Spaces Society is giving a presentation on the 

laws around the use of Common Land.  This workshop is being run by BALC and will 
be held on Tuesday 29th March from 5:00pm – 8:00pm at the Council offices.   

 
54p(d)  Additional planting.  The Chair reported there had been little planting in the last 4 years.  

Cllrs. Harper, Hatton & Heath are taking forward plans for planting on Goldhill Common 
and also on Rickmansworth Lane at the junction with Denham Lane.  Action: Cllrs. 
Harper/Hatton/Heath.  The Clerk is in discussions with Chiltern District Council with 
regards to Mill Meadow and the planting of a hedge from the corner verge to the 
recycling area, to prevent cars parking.  More planting is also planned on the east side 
of the bins.  Action: Clerk/Head Haywarden      

 
54p (e) Sub-committee to look at deterrents for parking using bollards.    The Clerk, Head 

Haywarden, Cllr Heath and Cllr B. Smith visited Goldhill Common East on 13th January 
to review the parking issues.  A number of areas were identified for additional parking 
deterrents using either granite slabs or wooden bollards.  Cllr Heath has managed to 
procure a number of granite slabs for this purpose but it was agreed that the Clerk 
would obtain prices for further granite slabs which can be used elsewhere in the village.    



Action:  Clerk/Head Haywarden to add to the Winter Works Schedule.  Clerk to 
obtain prices for granite slabs. 

 
55p(a) Gotts Monument: The Clerk reported Bucks County Council has confirmed they 

currently own the Monument and a small area surrounding it.  It is a listed monument 
and had maintenance work carried out in 2006.  The Clerk has requested a copy of any 
structural reports; a breakdown of maintenance and insurance costs.  Action:  Clerk    

 
56p(a) Allotments: Tenancy Agreement Renewals: Deputy Clerk to carry out an inspection in 

March 2011.  Action: Deputy Clerk  
 
34p Extension of water pipes at Hill House Allotments – The Deputy clerk is pursuing 

alternative plumbers for a third quote.  Action: Deputy Clerk 
 
56p (b) Allotment holders meeting Saturday 5th March 2011 – The Chair is liaising with the 

Deputy Clerk in drafting an invitation letter to send out to all the allotment holders.  
Action: Chair/Deputy Clerk  

 
57p (a) Redundant concrete posts at Mill Meadow & Jubilee Gardens – The Clerk has 

discussed the removal of the posts with David Stowe at Chiltern District Council.  
However, it appears these belong to Bucks County Council and David will now refer the 
matter to Tony Broderick. 

 
57p (b) Strimming near parked cars on Goldhill Common – The Deputy Clerk is investigating 

costs for portable signs which can be used to give advance notice of work in the area 
and also no parking signs for areas identified on Goldhill Common. Action: Deputy 
Clerk  

 
57p (c) Bramble thicket on footpath between A413 and Woodside Close – The Clerk confirmed 

this has been added to Bucks County Council’s work schedule.  However, all 
community gangs are currently working on potholes until the end of March 2011.  
Action:  Clerk to follow up with BCC towards the end of March.   

 
57p (d)  Austenwood site visit – The Clerk reported that all tasks identified from the site visit 

have been added to the Haywardens’ Winter Works schedule.  
 
57p (e) Recycling bins in Mill Meadow – The Clerk is in discussions with David Stowe, Chiltern 

District Council to agree fencing around the recycling area.  Action: Clerk     
 

65p Correspondence  
a) Email from a local resident complaining of damage to the grass verges in Priory Way and 

The Rowans from by cars parking to access St. Joseph’s School and St. Joseph’s Church.   
The Clerk reported since receiving the email, someone had placed large stones along the 
verge to deter parking.      

 
b) Email from Chris Schwier, Bucks County Council regarding an earlier request by Cllr. Darby 

for wheelchair access in Gold Hill West from Bench Manor Crescent to Layters Avenue. 
Chris advised there is insufficient width of carriageway to construct a footway and Bucks 
County Council cannot install an access to the path on the common because of the height 
from the carriageway to the path. 

 
c) Email from the Baptist Church in Gold Hill, offering to make a donation to the Maria Taylor 

Trust for the damage caused on Gold Hill Common by one of their suppliers, Bouncy Craze, 
over the weekend of 28th – 30th January.  Action: Clerk to check donation is received. 

 
d) Email from a local resident advising of damage on Gold Hill Common (north-west) near the 

bus stop, due to someone frequently driving over the lower end of the Common. The 
suggestion is for bollards to act as deterrent.  Action: Clerk to investigate damage.  

 
e) Email from Firs Estate Residents Association requesting a copy of the legal review received 

from Chiltern District Council concerning The Dell.  Action: Clerk to respond   



     
67p Best Kept Village Objectives 

The Clerk presented the Haywardens’ Winter Works Schedule 2010/2011 for review.  The 
schedule provides an overview of the tasks identified from various site visits and those reported 
by council members.  It was noted that good progress was being made with many of the tasks.      

 
68p Strategy for development of playground facilities 

The Deputy Clerk has now met with 3 of the tenderers (based in Abingdon, Windsor and 
London respectively) for the design of the playgrounds; tenders have been received.  All three 
are Consultants, no tenders yet from contractors. It seems that the main grants for play areas 
are no longer available.  There are still avenues to pursue but level of grants is likely to be small 
compared to previous years.  The committee agreed Cllr Harper, Cllr Hatton and the Deputy 
Clerk will form the working group and undertake interviews of tenderers.  The committe agreed 
to the outline of the programme for the project.  The committee confirmed maintenance to be 
deferred until refurbishment timings have been agreed. 

 
70p Chairman’s Report  

The Chair reported the committee are on target to meet all their objectives. The objective to 
increase the use of volunteers has been more challenging.  The Chair asked members to review 
the committee’s terms of reference and consider objectives to be set for the coming year, prior 
to the next meeting.     

 
71p Information items - None  
 
Date of next meeting Thursday 10th March 2011. 
 
Meeting closed at 10.10pm 
 

 


