
 

CHALFONT St. PETER PARISH COUNCIL 
Open Spaces Committee 
MEETING 9th September 2010 at 8.00pm in the Council Office 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman issued instructions regarding emergency exits in the event of fire 
 
Present – Cllr Janet Harper (Chair), Cllr John Hatton, Cllr Giles Heath, Cllr Desmond Quigley and 
Cllr Brian Smith  
 
In attendance –Cllr Isobel Darby and the Parish Clerk 
 
19p. Apologies –Cllr Linda Smith 

 
20p. Declaration of interests – None 
 
21p. To approve the minutes of meeting on 1st July 2010 
 12p i)  Delete Cllr Hatton and insert Cllr Harper with this amendment the minutes were 

approved as a true record and signed. 
 
22p. To review action points from last minutes 

a) Highway sign replacements.  Cllr Hatton reported that the signs were now in 
production and should be in place in early October.  Rt Hon Cheryl Gillan MP has 
agreed to unveil one of the signs.   It was agreed that the area around the signs be 
planted with winter bedding and the local press be invited.  Action: Cllr 
Hatton/Clerk/Haywardens 

 
b) Cemetery regulations.  Cllr Hatton has handed over the document to the Administrator 

for completion.  A simplified charging system would be created.  Action: 
Administrator 

 
c) Austenwood Dell.   The Clerk is seeking clarification of the Council’s legal position from 

the Legal Department of Chiltern District Council.  Action: Clerk 
 
d) Litter bins/grit bins – replacement.  The number and location of additional grit bins 

had been agreed at a previous meeting.  The Clerk would investigate and have grit bins 
in place for this winter.   Action: Clerk 

 
e) Responsibilities of BCC and CDC for litter problems and condition of pavements.  The 

Clerk had requested a copy of Chiltern District Council’s cleaning schedule for the 
parish.  Action: Clerk 

 
f) Memorial infringement – update.  The Clerk reported that the letter she had sent to the 

owner of the grave plot had been returned as the addressee was no longer at that 
address.   The Clerk would arrange for a letter to be left on the grave asking the person 
who tends the grave to contact the Council.  Action: Clerk/Administrator 

 
 RECOMMEND TO COUCIL:  The stonemasons Frederico Gizzi be removed 

from the information sheet provided by the Council to owners of graves.     



 
 

g) Registration of Commons.  The Clerk reported that all the documentation regarding the 
registration of Common Land within the parish had been received.  The Clerk is in the 
process of obtaining copies of title deeds for all the properties bordering common land.  
Action: Clerk 

 
h) Chilterns Wildlife and Landscape Awards 2010.  Cllr Harper reported that Misbourne 

River Action had been shortlisted with four others.  Judges had visited the site on the 7th 
September and had met with Cllr Harper.  The winner should be announced in a couple 
of weeks.  

 
i) Change4Chalfont Community Orchard.  Cllr Hatton reported that Change4Chalfont 

have taken up the Council’s offer of land at Cheena Meadow, they are in the process of 
seeking permission from Chiltern District Council to use part of Jubilee Gardens.  They 
will plant over a two year period and aim to start planting during October or November 
2010. 

 
23p. Correspondence 

a. An invitation from Natural England to comment on their draft guidance on assessing land 
for designation as an AONB or National Park had been received.   The committee had 
reviewed the document and have decided not to comment.   

b. An invitation to comment on the ‘Invitation to Shape the Nature of England’ consultation 
document prepared by Defra had been received.  The committee had reviewed the 
document and have decided not to comment.  
 

24p. Review of site visit to Gold Hill Common 
 A number of ‘bald’ patches had been noted on the common, it was agreed that the 

haywarden’s be asked to consider cutting the grass in these areas less frequently to allow the 
grass to recover.   It was also noted that there would not be brush-cutting on the common this 
year.  Action: Clerk/Haywardens 

 
The Clerk would contact Bucks County Council regarding the continuous erosion of kerbs on 
Gold Hill East.  The varied use of bollards and the use of physical barriers to deter parking on 
the common was discussed.  It was agreed that a subcommittee would be set up to address 
this issue.  Action: Cllr B Smith/Clerk 
 
The Clerk would arrange for a display of simplified bylaws on the noticeboard.  The Clerk 
would arrange the purchase of ‘do not park' on the common signs and notices encouraging 
the use of litter bins.  Action: Clerk  
 
Cllr Heath reported that approximately 40% of the broom he had planted on the common 
earlier in the year had survived vandalism.  Cllr Heath was willing to plant further plants this 
year. Action: Cllr Heath 
 
RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL:  The purchase of plants for Cllr Heath to plant and 
maintain on Gold Hill Common. 

 
25p. Allotments 

a) Extend water pipes at Love’s Delight.  Two quotes had been received and varied 
greatly in price.  A specification had been prepared and would be forwarded to those 
companies that had already quoted and two further companies.  Action: Clerk 



 
 

b) Review of existing Allotment Tenancy Conditions.  A revised Allotment Tenancy 
Agreement and conditions had been circulated to committee members prior to the 
meeting.  Following discussion regarding the changes to the agreement it was agreed 
that it be approved.  RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL: The revised Allotment 
Tenancy Agreement be approved and sent to all allotment holders.  

 
c) Allotment holders meeting 19th September. It was agreed that given the cancellation of 

the Best Kept Allotment Competition that this meeting be cancelled.  Cllr Harper 
would draft a note that would be sent to all allotment holders.  Action: Cllr 
Harper/Administrator  

 
d) Possibilities for the management of unused land at Love’s Delight.  The Clerk 

reported that the Administrator was carrying out an audit of the allotments, new maps 
were being created and unkept and unused allotments noted.  Action:  
Clerk/Administrator   

 
26p. Identify and rectify unsightly areas 

The committee had already started this process with its site visit to Gold Hill Common and 
the setting up of a sub-committee on the use of bollards.   

 
27p. Chairman’s Report 
 The committee were making progress with its objectives for 2010/11.   Cllr Harper asked 

committee members to consider ideas for creation of a strategy for the development of 
playground facilities.  Cllr Harper asked for committee members to send their ideas and 
suggestions to her prior to the next meeting of the committee.  Action: All committee 
members   

 
28p Information Items 

a) Cllr Harper reported that there had been a request to use part of Gold Hill Common 
for an event and as an overflow car park.  Permission had been given for the event but 
the request for cars to be parked on the common had been declined.   RECOMMEND 
TO COUNCIL:  New text be added to the Parish website on the FAQ and 
Commons pages to confirm that cars cannot be parked on common land. 
Text to read:  “Parking on Common Land is strictly forbidden except by 
permission of the Parish Council.  In exceptional circumstances such as 
Feast Day, for fairs and circuses, trade parking only is permitted.” 

 
b) The Clerk informed the committee that the Rotary Club of Gerrards Cross and 

Chalfont St Peter had requested permission to plant crocus bulbs in the vicinity of the 
commemorative stone at the junction of Kingsway and Austenwood Lane.  The request 
was approved by the committee.  Action: Clerk 

 
 

 
Date of next meeting Thursday 7th October 2010  
 
Meeting closed at 9.05pm 
 


