
OPEN SPACES 
 
MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF CHALFONT ST 
PETER HELD ON MONDAY, 2nd MARCH, 2009, AT 7.30P.M. IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES 
 

63P PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs Harper (Chairman), Cllr R Allen, Cllr Hatton, Cllr Heath, Cllr Quigley, Cllr L Smith and the 
Clerk.  
The Head Haywarden, M Stevens, and Cllr B Smith were in attendance. 
 
64P APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Darby and Cllr Mrs Bacon. 
 
65P DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
None were declared. 
 
8.08 p.m. Cllr Heath joined the meeting. 
 
66P MINUTES 
Minutes of the meeting dated 12th January, 2009 were considered and signed as a true record. 
Minute 56P  - Cllr Mrs Harper asked for a copy of the RoSPA report to be sent to councillors each 
year. 
 
67P REVIEW ACTIONS FROM LAST MINUTES 

• Minute 23P To Consider A Course Of Action For The Soil Erosion In ‘The Dell Area’, 
Austenwood Common, Opposite Southside. The post and rail has been installed. Still waiting 
to hear from Legal Section at CDC. Cllr Mrs Smith said she would chase up the Legal 
Department at Chiltern District Council regarding the legal responsibility of the Parish Council 
on this matter. 

• Minute 53P Introduction of the old scheme for members of the Parish Council to ‘walk the 
designated footpaths’ in the parish and report back – It was recommended that the month of 
May would be a suitable time for councillors to check the footpaths. 

• Minute 53P Extra meeting dates – SCWP will confirm the dates by the next council meeting. 

• 55P Best Kept Village Competition – Letters have been sent to the community leaders for a 
meeting at 7p.m. on 23rd March, 2009 prior to the council meeting. The judges view the 
villages between the last week of May and the first week of July. 

• Minute 59P   Illegal Memorials (Kerb Stones) On Graves – Letters have been sent. 

• Minute 60P To Consider The Rules And Regulations Of The Garden Of Rest Cemetery And 
Update As Necessary – Working Party still to report back. 

• Minute 43P Gold Hill Common Playground – Cllr Mrs Harper, Cllr Heath and Cllr Hatton 
reported the fence needed urgent repair but were undecided about replacement. Three 
proposals were put forward:- 

i) Immediate repair and deferment of decision until public opinion is assessed. 
ii) Removal and no replacement. 
iii) Removal and deferment of decision until public opinion is assessed . 

The Committee agreed on option 1, and a public survey will be conducted on the new 
website. Cllrs Hatton and Heath advised that the repair work should include bolstering loose 
posts with concrete spurs, and fixing the chain link with straining wires, stables and cable 
ties. The Haywardens will carry out the repairs to the fence, which requires immediate 
attention.   A date will be fixed at the next meeting for the Committee to inspect all parish play 
areas.” 

 
 
68P. CORRESPONDENCE 
Three Valleys Water Statement of Response and Revised Draft Water Resources Management Plan 
– This is a follow up to the comments the Parish Council raised in relation to the Draft Water 
Resources Management Plan. This was noted. 
 



69P. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Unfortunately Cllr Mrs Bacon was not able to attend this meeting. 
 
70P.  CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk reported there has been a good response from the public when the Haywardens were 
gritting and clearing footways in the snowy weather. The Head Haywarden and the Clerk have been 
preparing Work Schedules. Also the Haywardens have been cutting back the undergrowth on 
Austenwood Common with a ride-on brushcutter that was hired for a week and this has made a vast 
improvement to the area. 

 
71P TO CONSIDER THE DELEGATED BUDGET SCHEMES INCLUDING THE DESIGN OF THE 
VILLAGE SIGNS 
The delegated budget schemes approved by Bucks C.C. were considered. This Committee 
recommends proceeding with the replacement signs at the four locations ( 2 x A413, Packhorse Road 
and Narcot Lane). The Clerk will identify Highway Department requirements and restrictions for these 
signs for the next meeting.  Sandy Warren of the Environment Group will present design ideas for 
discussion at the next committee meeting, and Councillors are to bring photos of any designs they 
wish to put forward for consideration. 
The second scheme approved was the landscaping of the junctions at Grassingham Road or Hiljon 
Crescent at an allocated cost of £500 for one location only if the parish is willing to carry out the work 
and maintain it afterwards. It was recommended not to proceed with this scheme as the onus for 
maintenance would be transferred from Bucks C.C. to the Parish Council and this would be too 
costly. 
 
72P TO CONSIDER THE WORK SCHEDULE FOR GOLD HILL COMMON 
Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs Harper stated that this item should not be discussed in this committee, as it 
has already had been agreed that it would be presented at the next  Human Resource’s Committee. 
Cllr Mrs Smith suggested the schedules should be reviewed by the Open Spaces committee first.  
Human Resource’s Chairman, Cllr B Smith, explained that as completing work schedules was a 
“joint” objective a representative of Open Spaces had been asked to attend the earlier Human 
Resource’s meeting where a draft document was submitted for discussion at the next meeting.  He 
went on to point out that the document submitted represented a broad scope of work, but what is 
particularly required is a set of standards with objective criteria for making decisions.  Cllr Hatton 
added that the work schedules should include specifics about time, frequency, number of man-hours, 
and use of equipment.  The committee acknowledged that such schedules are intended not only to 
support the Haywardens' work, and to improve the efficiency of decision-making in meetings, but are 
also essential to the councillors' ability to carry out their responsibility to the community.  Cllr Mrs 
Smith asked how the Haywardens' work schedules were decided now and the Clerk replied that she 
agrees the work schedules with the Head Haywarden on Thursdays for the following week although 
plans may change due to inclement weather or vandalism and then work schedules are changed 
accordingly.  
 
73P TO APPROVE A MEMORIAL APPLICATION FOR GRAVE NO. J137 
The memorial application was circulated. The memorial is within the height and width restrictions of 
the rules of the cemetery but is unusual as it has a sculpture of an angel embracing the headstone. 
This Committee recommends it should be accepted. 

        
74P TO CONSIDER THE NEED FOR A RIDE-ON BRUSHCUTTER 
The Haywarden and Clerk answered questions about the week's hire of a Grillo Ride-On Brushcutter 
at a cost of £350  to cut back undergrowth on Austenwood Common. It was recognised that this 
machine had performed well, but would be of limited use during most of the year.   It was decided that 
more information is required for a decision on purchase or future hire, including the cost of 
depreciation, insurance, fuel, spare parts and maintenance. The Head Haywarden agreed to produce 
a list of capital equipment already owned.  He will also report at the next meeting on estimated man-
hours required for operating this machine, and a comparison with man-hours required to complete 
similar work with equipment the Council owns now.   The Clerk will arrange to hire a rival brushcutter 
to complete the work on Austenwood Common and for comparison.   
 



During the discussion the Haywarden said a brushcutter could be used on overgrown allotments.  
When asked why we had sufficient unused area to require this equipment the Clerk reported that 
some allotments were never used due to their unfavourable position.  Cllr Smith said he was 
surprised we had empty allotments when reportedly they were in great demand.  The Clerk said that 
some members of the public had a hard time digging a new allotment if it was overgrown and did not 
want certain allotments near to footpaths due to potential vandalism.  Cllr R Allen asked why we did 
not rotovate allotments for new clients, and the Clerk replied that it would encourage weed growth.  
Cllr B Smith said we should withdraw allotments from members of the public who do not cultivate 
them.  The Clerk said there was a cost issue but it was acknowledged that rents are low. However 
this situation was monitored and actioned once a year when rents were due.  Owing to time 
restrictions and deviation from the Agenda the committee agreed to look at the viability and 
management of allotments in detail in a future meeting. 
 
Other questions raised for future discussion include the necessity of annual cutting of woodlands 
brush to ground level and the possibility of sharing equipment with other councils.” 
 
75P TO CONSIDER INSTALLING WOODEN POSTS ALONG THE SLIP WAY AT  JUNCTIONS OF 
AUSTENWOOD LANE WITH SCHOOL LANE AND AUSTENWOOD LANE WITH KINGSWAY TO 
STOP THE EROSION OF AUSTENWOOD COMMON BY TRAFFIC 
It was recommended to purchase and install wooden posts similar to those in situ at both locations in 
order to prevent vehicles eroding the Common. 
  
76P TO AGREE THE EXPENDITURE FOR TRACTOR REPAIR AND SERVICE 
Once further quotes have been received it was delegated to the Chairman of the Council and the 
Clerk to agree the quote. Cllr Heath recommended the tractor should be serviced on an annual basis. 
 
77P TO AGREE TO PROCEED WITH THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE IRON RAILINGS 
SURROUNDING THE WATER SPLASH GARDEN 
The Haywarden reported that the railings require welding and repainting. They were last painted 
between eight and ten years ago.  He will report at the next meeting on any welding equipment the 
council owns and its condition.  Members agreed to inspect the railings, and Cllr Mrs Smith offered 
expert advice via an employee.” 

 
 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
78P GRASS AREA AT THE JUNCTION OF A413 WITH RICKMANSWORTH LANE 
Cllr Mrs Smith enquired about the reinstatement of the grass area now that the utility work has been 
completed. The Clerk will investigate. 
 
79P LADY GIBB MILLENNIUM WOOD 
Cllr Hatton enquired about the removal of two concrete blocks near to the path. The Clerk will see if 
this is possible. 

 
 
 
  No other business being raised the meeting closed at 10.05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


