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CHALFONT St. PETER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of meeting of the Open Spaces Committee, held on Thursday 3 December  
2009 in the Council Offices Gravel Hill, Chalfont St. Peter. 
 
 

Present:                 Cllr Mrs Janet Harper (Chairman)                 Cllr Giles Heath 

                              Cllr Ken Adams                                             Cllr Dennis Quigley 

                              Cllr Brian Smith                                             Cllr John Hatton            

                                     

In Attendance:    

Cllr Mrs Isobel Darby Mike Stevens (Head Haywarden) and Mrs Penny Harris (Clerk) 

                                                                 

Cllr Mrs Harper indicated the emergency exits to those present 

  

49P     Apologies - none received 

50P     Declaration of interests – none  

51P       To approve Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 8th October 

            Minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the chairman 

 52P     Review Action Points from Minutes of 8th October 

         

a)  Devolved Powers -  Cllr Harper suggested that this be deferred to next meeting and 
that information be gathered on the effectiveness of this scheme. Action: J Harper 

b)  Signs for controlling dogs fouling in allotments – signs have been erected at all 
three entrances. The current CDC signs have been fixed to existing signs. 

c)   Fencing in allotments – The pros and cons were discussed.  Cllr Mrs Harper though 
it sounded a lot of money for an ineffective solution as there would be many gaps 
between the allotments. Cllr Heath thought it seemed a lot of money but would like 
to see it done. Cllr Adams said he hated the idea because it would only stop dogs, not 
vandals, and would look horrible. It would be very expensive to erect and to 
maintain. Cllr Quigley said the situation would be helped by insisting that dogs be 
kept on leads. Cllr. Hatton said the allotment holders should be asked what they 
thought. Mike Stevens thought it would make it very difficult to get the tractor in to 
mow the area as it was too narrow  for the machine to work on without causing 
damage to adjacent areas. He thought the expense and extra work created by fence 
could not be justified . Cllr Smith said that the original idea was that the fence would 
be a "psychological barrier" and it would help to move people along the main  path . 
The committee remained divided on the issue and agreed to pursue alternative 
solutions.  - Action: All Cllrs 

  

d)  Highway sign replacements -  The design was agreed upon for the four 
replacement signs provided by the 2008 Delegated Budget. Councillors agreed that a 
mock-up was a good idea to have presented at the next main Council 
meeting.    Action: PH 
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e)  Head Haywarden to report on Health and Safety course - Mike Stevens told 
the meeting that there was a lot to go through and it covered a wide scope but was 
very worth while. One of the main things which came out was that rules should be 
applied “where reasonably practicable”. 

f)   Establishment Review Working Party update -  The working party has not met 
since the last meeting. There is a lot of information that needs to put into place. This is 
a big priority and it is hoped that we can really pin down what our needs are. Almost 
certainly we are going to have to get some external advice.  

  

53P      Correspondence -  

             1. Letter from BCC on a "Walk Your Local Paths" initiative - deferred to next meeting 

  

54P      To consider the hire of a brush cutter for winter works 

            Mike Stevens explained to the Committee that the hire of a brushcutter would make   
tending to Gold Hill quicker and easier. He said that he would like to be able to trim the 
brush on Austenwood and Gold Hill Commons annually to maintain them at highest 
standard.  The committee determined that two weeks' hire would suffice at a cost of £350 
p.w.      Action: GH and MS 

  

55P      To consider ideas for Best Kept village initiatives   

            Cllr Harper said this item would be deferred to the next meeting and asked that all 
committee members contribute suggestions. 

  

56P      To consider the creation of a lawn grave style for the Garden of Rest 
extension. 

            Cllr Mrs Darby said that if we are going to keep the Garden of Rest looking decent, we 
would have to go down this route and that we have to look at something that will be 
easier to maintain. She suggested that in the new section a lawn graveyard, regulations 
would be easier to enforce. Cllr Mrs Harper agreed that short term it would be less 
expensive to maintain. Mike Stevens reported that there are 36 burial sites left in the 
existing graveyard. The comittee agreed that the new section should be ready  for the sale 
of burial sites in 2010 and for burials in 2011, or sooner if possible.  If sites in the original 
section remain available members of the public would have a choice of either site.  Mike 
said that he was keen to attend a cemetery management course which he thought would 
be very useful. He also reported that currently each full burial requires 6 man hours, and 
a cremated remains burial requires 3 man hours.  The committee agreed to consider ways 
of reducing this expenditure of time.  Cllr Mrs Harper said that the committee would 
recommend to Council a lawn grave style for the new section.  Mike volunteered to draw 
up a rough design, and Cllr Mrs Harper will contact relevant authorities to determine 
what professional advice could be offered.                       

             All committee members to report on their research on other cemeteries in this style.         

             On related issues Cllr Hatton agreed to draw up a revised list of regulations. 

                                                                                    Action: MS, J Har, all cllrs 

57P         Budget 2010/11 

               Figures were discussed. Regarding the possibility of replacing the Landrover and Tractor, 
Cllr Mrs Harper asked would there be a stage when these vehicles could be replaced. 
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Cllr Mrs Darby said that it was not something to be decided before 17th December. Cllr 
Smith queried the seat which had been burned in St. Peters Garden,and the committee 
discussed  replacement or repair. Mike will get more information for the next meeting. 
Cllr Harper thanked Cllr Mrs Darby for providing the budget explanations.                       
                                                                     Action: MS 

  

58P         INFORMATION ITEMS 
1       Cllr Mrs Harper told the committee that there was an issue with the Mill Meadow gate. 

Council had been asked to consider an alternative means of locking as there was an 
apparent problem with keyholders. 

2      Cllr Harper said that help was needed to read the comments about Open Space issues 
from the Village Design Statement consultation and councillors will be asked to meet early 
in January to record and assess the findings. 

3      Cllr Harper asked if the new taps for the allotments were being used, Haywarden 
confirmed this was so. 

4 Cllr Heath reported that the allotment holders were still waiting for the removal of a bent 
bollard with no key in Love's Delight, and Mike said we have a replacement which will be 
installed.  Action: MS 

 

The meeting ended at 10:20 pm. 

  

 Date of next meeting: Thursday, 7th January 
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