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The police report that on Tuesday evening there were a large 

number of thefts from motor vehicles across the Chalfonts.  Two 

people in dark clothing with balaclavas were seen.  

Please call in to 101 if you see anything strange that could help. 

 

                                                                   -o0o- 
VOPAG  meets once a month on the 3rd Tuesday from 10am to noon 

at in the  Chalfont St Peter Community Centre.  Therefore for March it is March the 19th, when Tom Way, a Wild 
Life photographer will be speaking. Worthwhile going along to enjoy it. Coffee will be available before the talk.             

o0o- 

Golfers don’t just play golf - They also raise money for charity in the community.  Over a series of events in 2018, 
the Seniors of Oakland Park Golf Club, Chalfont St Giles, raised £7,800 for Child Bereavement UK.   

Rob Connor, 2018 Seniors' Captain, presented  a  cheque to Linda Bliss from the charity . 

                                                                                  -o0o- 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of Chalfont St Peter Garden Club will be held on Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 8pm 
in the Parish Church Hall, Church Lane, Chalfont St Peter, SL99RJ.                            

If you have an item for discussion under Any Other Business, please contact the Secretary, Josie 

Mitchell  Tel: 01895 234609 e-mail: josiem60@gmail.com. 

Please be aware that only paid up members are entitled to vote at the meeting. 

The AGM will be followed by a break for tea and coffee and a talk: 

Ron James “What can go wrong when opening your Garden to the Public?” 

Ron James, who is a member of our Gardening Club, will be letting us know what can go wrong when you open 
your garden to the public to raise money for charity ! Sounds intriguing! 

Tea/Coffee and biscuits will be served.   

Non-members are very welcome but we ask them to contribute £1 towards refreshments 
 

-o0o- 
PURPLE DAY for Epilepsy Society.  
Be the conversation starter on 26th March.  They need you to help them turn Buckinghamshire purple and get 
people talking about epilepsy. There are so many ways you can create chat for epilepsy, from bake sales, to dress 
down days, or whatever suits you.  Order your free fund raising pack.     epilepsysociety.org.uk/purpleday19 

-o0o- 
 
Hedgerley Historical Society 
For our first event in the Spring programme we welcome back popular local historian and writer Julian Hunt to 
present the Harry Kirby Memorial Lecture talk on Lord Austin and Lord Nuffield – Giants of the British Motor Industry 
on Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 8pm. 
During the first half of the 20th century the British motor industry saw a struggle for supremacy between Herbert 
Austin and William Morris. Austin designed and built every part of his motor cars at Longbridge, whilst Morris bought 
in the cheapest components and assembled them at Cowley. When the two firms merged in 1952 to form the British 
Motor Corporation, Lord Austin had died and William Morris, now Lord Nuffield, was appointed chairman, but the 
real power was William Lord, a former manager at Cowley who had moved to Longbridge in the 1930s. The talk will 
feature the personal rivalry between Austin and Morris and how it produced radically different approaches to car 
manufacture and marketing. 
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Tickets are now on sale for a talk on Beatrix Potter Saturday 6th April 2019 at 8pm presented by Anney Harris 

Like many people Anney Harris was introduced to Beatrix Potter’s stories as a small child. However,her real interest 
in Beatrix Potter began in 1975 when she was appointed the Mark Longman Librarian at the National Book League 
(now called The Book Trust), which also included the Linder Collection of original Beatrix Potter art and first editions. 

During her five years at the NBL, anney Harris set up displays of the original watercolours and drawings, and talked 
to visiting groups of students about Beatrix Potter. She also had the opportunity of taking some of her original 
artwork and presenting talks in the USA in 1974 for the exhibition at New York University’s Grey Art Gallery and 
later to Boston and Philadelphia.  

In the Spring of 1980 the Beatrix Potter Society was launched and Anney was the first Secretary and has remained 
a member over the last 39 years. Having retired in 2018 Anney now has a little more time to give illustrated talks 
and help to spread awareness of Beatrix Potter’s remarkable life and the wide range of her achievements as well as 
the many areas that her legacy still influences.  Tickets £5 

On Wednesday 17th April 2019 at 8pm we welcome Sarah Stockdale who will describe the life and work of Jane Austen. 
For many people, mention Jane Austen and the mind defaults to Mr Darcy, Elizabeth Bennet and a polite world of balls 
and conversation. However, Miss Austen’s novels are firmly grounded in her personal experiences and these ranged 
between the luxurious comfort of her brother’s home at Godmersham Hall and the penury of being a dependant living 
in hired rooms. 

The Real World of Jane Austen takes an affectionate and eclectic look at what the life of the middling classes was really 
like, by drawing on Jane Austen’s life and major novels which are more autobiographical than is commonly thought. 

What were the fashions of the day? What was the reality of travel? Their diet and mealtimes? By answering these and 
other social questions I hope that a particularly interesting moment in history, when society was on the cusp of 
plunging into the consequences of industrialisation will come to life. 

Sarah Stockdale has had a passionate interest in our country’s history since childhood which she pursued through 
university and on into the classroom as a teacher. Sarah changed direction years ago and became a living historian, 
which means that she looks at the way we lived in the past through stories, activities and literature. So often history 
has been killed in the classroom where it is seen as a sequence of political events. Sarah tries to re imagine how people 
lived, solved problems and responded to events around them and covers a number of periods, from the mid bronze 
age, through the medieval and Tudor to the late Georgian and Victorian times, focussing primarily on the skills and 
jobs of women. 

Then on 1st May at 8pm Prof Sir Frederick Floud will present Costintg the earth: Bucks & English Gardens since 1660 

The gardens of Buckinghamshire and surrounding counties are world-famous: Stowe, Wotton, Blenheim, 
Waddesdon, Painshill etc. etc. But how much did they cost to make and to maintain? Who paid for them and 
where did their money come from? How do they fit in to the evolution of the gardening industry? This lecture 
discusses gardening as part of the economic and social history of our county and of the country as a whole.  
 
      Roderick Floud is an economic historian, who has taught at Cambridge, Stanford and London Universities; he 
has also been Vice-Chancellor of London Metropolitan University, President of Universities UK and, most recently, 
Provost of Gresham College London. His research has embraced technical change and the history of nutrition and 
the human body, but he has recently completed An Economic History of English Gardens, which will be published 
by Penguin later in 2019. 

 
Rob Wassell will visit us on the 15th May to describe the history of Belle Tout Lighthouse at Beachy Head. The talk 
will include the need for a lighthouse, its construction and recent movement due to coastal erosion. Rob will also 
cover the history of the Beachy Head lighthouse and life as a lighthouse keeper.  
   
Tickets are now available for a talk on Saturday 19 May at 8pm when Anne Fletcher will present a talk about Joseph 
Hobson Jagger: The ‘Man who broke the bank at Monte Carlo.’  subject of her book  published in 2018 which 



describes the remarkable story of Joseph Jagger a bankrupt Victorian mill worker who borrowed money from his 
family and friends, made his way to the French Riviera and won enough money to pay off all his debts. 

Local author and historian Anne Fletcher, Jagger’s great-great-great niece will talk about her search for her ancestor’s 
story and how newly discovered sources and the assistance of local history societies helped her prevent his 
extraordinary life from being lost to history.  

Anne Fletcher is an historian and writer and lives in Aylesbury. She has a successful career in heritage and has 
worked at some of the most exciting historic sites in the country including Hampton Court Palace, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Bletchley Park and Tower Bridge.  Tickets £5 

Hedgerley Historical Society meet at Hedgerley Memorial Hall Kiln Lane Hedgerley SL2 3UZ.  
Further details from John Lovelock 01753-647187    jdlovelock@btinternet.com- 

Spring Garden Crime  

Spring is just round the corner and you may be starting to plan to tidy your garden in preparation for the warmer 
months. Unfortunately statistics show that there is often a spike in shed burglaries in the spring as many people dust 
off their mowers.  

As the weather heats up, opportunist thieves will start to look out for open windows, insecure sheds, as well as any 
gardening tools or bikes left out.  

Here are a few simple tips to keep your shed and tools safe:  

• Clearly security marks all tools with your house number/name and postcode  
• When you are finished with your tools lock them away in your shed. A ladder left out can be used to break 

into your house  
• Use a good quality padlock or mortice lock on the door of your shed  
• Make sure your windows, hinges and hasp fittings are strong, as this can often be an entry point  
• Cover windows so no one can look in to see what you got in your shed  
• Fit external motion activated security lighting  
• Lock bicycles to a fixed structure  
• If your shed has a window - cover it up / obscure the view  
• Do not leave house doors and windows open whilst in the garden as an opportunist thief might take 

advantage whilst you are busy down the garden  

Please visit for more home security advice: http://www.chiltern.gov.uk/homesecurity or 
http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/homesecurity 

To join Neighbourhood Watch go to www.ourwatch.org.uk 

Follow us on Twitter for community safety updates and crime prevention advice @csafetycdcsbdc 

o0o-  
 

*Wanted* We're first time parents-to-be  living in Chalfont St Peter, who realise that we need a lot of "stuff" for our 
baby, due in July. 
Anyone havinga clear-out of their no longer needed baby stuff and not had a chance to get rid of it yet? Or perhaps 
you need an excuse to have a clear out of baby stuff? We're happy to take it off your hands! Reasonable prices 
considered. 
We already have a Moses basket, playmat and baby walker but offers of anything else gratefully received. 
Please contact  leighcholden@gmail.com with details and pictures if possible. 

 

Tool Marking Tips  
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Unfortunately there has been a spike in tool theft in England and this includes our Thames Valley Area. This crime 
can have a devastating effect on a business, not only in lost time and income but also in the outlay for new tools and 
the associated time loss to source them. Often criminals are opportunists and will take advantage if they see an easy 
steal. Prevention is better than cure.  

Here are a few tips to help prevent you becoming a victim of this unfortunate crime:  

Store your tools sensibly - The harder your tools are to get to, the less likely thieves are to make off with them. It’s 
best to take your tools in from your van overnight; it may be the last thing you want to do after a day’s work but 
losing your tools would be worse.  

Park for prevention - If you can’t bring your tools in overnight, or will be leaving your van unattended for a prolonged 
period during the day, it’s a good idea to park in a way that will prevent or deter thieves from getting easy access to 
the doors or try to park in a busy, well-lit area, preferably in view of CCTV cameras. Even if someone does break into 
your van, you’re more likely to find a witness or get the culprit caught on camera.  

Check your insurance - If you don’t have tools insurance as part of your insurance policy, think about adding it in. It 
can help pay for the cost of replacing your tools should they be stolen. Do check your policy wording to find out 
exactly what’s covered, what the limits and excesses are, and if there are any conditions.  

Last but by no means least… 

Mark your property and record the make, model and serial number  

There are several options to permanently mark your kit; ultraviolet pens, permanent marker, CRE mark,  

Select a DNA datatag to name a few. Just put down your house number or the first two letters of the house name 
and the postcode in a visible place.  

A few minutes spent marking your valuables and recording the details is time well-spent. Not only will you stand a 
much better chance of getting your items back in the unfortunate event of them being lost or stolen, it will make it 
easier to claim for all the missing tools on your insurance.   

Joining a register such as  Immobilise or SelectDNA can also help police identify your property  

If you would like your tools marked for free with CRE mark; please contact 101 to arrange for an officer to visit you at 
a convenient time and location.  

 Follow us on Twitter for community safety updates and crime prevention advice @csafetycdcsbdc 

To join Neighbourhood Watch go to www.ourwatch.org.uk 
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