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Dear Resident,  

It’s really positive to have all Buckinghamshire children back in their classrooms and we’re continuing to see COVID-

19 infection rates fall across Buckinghamshire too. Whilst the lockdown has been a big factor in declining infection 

rates, we are also seeing a rapid fall in the rates for the over 65 year olds, which is most likely due to the roll out of 

the vaccine. Nearly 210,000 vaccine doses have now been given in Buckinghamshire, a fantastic achievement in this 

short space of time. Nevertheless, there is about half the adult population of the county still to be vaccinated. 

Therefore, we need to remain vigilant as restrictions ease to prevent a ‘third spike’ later in the summer or early 

winter. 

 

The restrictions will change from Monday 29 March. From that date ‘stay at home’ will be lifted and we will be able 

to meet others in groups of up to six, or as two households, socially distanced, outdoors only including in private 

gardens. I’m sure many of us are thinking ahead to Easter and while we all deserve a break and an enjoyable time, 

please make sure you keep within the guidance, which doesn’t change a great deal other than to allow more people 

to meet safely outdoors as the school holidays start. You can read more about the full roadmap on the 

Government’s website.  

 

Vaccines 

Vaccination appointments are now open for anyone aged 50 or above and people can book their jab themselves via 

the national system without having to wait to be contacted – the details are on the NHS website. Some people are 

being alerted that they can book their vaccine via text, so while it’s important to be on the look out for scams, please 

be assured that this is genuine. If in doubt do check with someone you trust. The NHS will never ask you for money 

or for your bank details and you do not have to pay for your vaccine.  

 

If you are the main carer of someone who is elderly or disabled and at high risk if they catch COVID-19 you can also 

get your vaccine. If you are an unpaid carer make sure you register with Carers Bucks so you don’t miss your 

invitation to get your appointment. 

 

There has been a lot of publicity this week about some precautionary pausing on vaccine use by some European 

governments. Please do not let this put you off having the vaccination when offered. Both vaccines licensed for use 

in the UK have been through rigorous safety checks. Millions of doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine have been received 

in the UK following months of clinical trials, and the overall safety experience with both vaccines is as expected. 

Serious adverse reactions are rare and are in line with other types of routinely used vaccines. Please do take up the 

offer of your vaccine when it’s your turn, as the risks presented by COVID-19 are far greater than that of any 

vaccine. Importantly the World Health Organisation continues to advocate use of the AstraZeneca vaccine as does 

the European Medicines Agency (EMA), which has said that there was "no indication" the jab causes blood clots. If 

you need any further reassurance then please read the latest response from the Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency (MHRA) which approves all medicines for use in the UK, including the COVID-19 vaccine. You can 

also read more about the COVID-19 vaccine on the NHS website.  
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New support grants for businesses 

I know many of our local businesses are facing ongoing hardship because of the COVID-19 restrictions. I’m pleased to 

be able to say that we’ve directly helped nearly 3,000 local businesses through our “Additional Restrictions” grant 

scheme. While other councils have sat on their funding, we’ve focussed on trying to get every penny out to help local 

businesses, meaning we’ve paid out more than £14 million to date for this grant, one of the best rates in the 

country. We are currently awaiting news from the Government of any further funding for this scheme, and we hope 

to announce details on our website soon. 

 

In total Buckinghamshire Council has spent over £100m on all business support grants. Please look out for news of 

the new Business Restart grants scheme that should be opening from next week. The ‘Local Restrictions’ grant 

scheme is also extended until 31 March – you can read all about the help available on the business support section 

of our website. 

 

Regular COVID-19 testing for school communities  

All households with someone regularly going into school - including staff and pupils of all ages - can access regular 

asymptomatic testing, and I urge you to take advantage of this. The more cases we can pick up, the easier it will be 

to stop any potential outbreaks in their tracks and ultimately, this will help us keep more pupils in the classroom and 

infection rates down.  

 

These households can test regularly by either visiting a site in person or collecting some test kits to do at home. If it’s 

hard to travel to a test site then you can get test kits sent to your home. To find out more, including locations of test 

sites, check the information on the Government’s website.  

 

Anyone who has regularly been using our Buckinghamshire rapid test sites please note the opening hours have 

changed - please check our website for up to date information. Anyone who is leaving their home to work or 

volunteer can get tested regularly through our four rapid testing sites, so please use this service and help us keep 

everyone safe.  

 

Stay safe and keep going 

As I said earlier, until the vaccine roll-out is complete, we need to continue to take care. Also remember that the 

vaccine is only about 90% effective and not everyone has taken up the offer of vaccination. Therefore, the risk of 

transmission and illness, whilst reducing, still exists. Please continue to do your bit to stay safe. Where possible, keep 

the windows open and let plenty of fresh air in and let’s all keep doing what we can to move the roadmap forward. 

Every action makes a difference and moves us in the right direction, from wearing your mask to keeping your 

distance, shopping alone, washing your hands and carrying your sanitiser and avoiding social contacts where you 

can. Please get your vaccine when your turn comes.  

 

Continued communication 

Because of the forthcoming local elections on Thursday 6 May, the next email updates you get won’t come direct 

from me, but please be assured we will continue to give you all the information you need about the pandemic as we 

move forwards and hopefully continue to progress through the Government’s plans to open things back up again. 

 

Keep looking after yourselves and each other, 

Martin Tett 

Leader of Buckinghamshire Council     
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This article has kindly been submitted by Alan Parrott. 

Restart and Relaunch For Community Speedwatch In 2021 

Sent on behalf of Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner: 

Speeding traffic is a regular and emotive concern for communities across Thames Valley and a pilot scheme being 

announced today is set to help tackle the problem. 

 

As the restrictions are being lifted, local community groups will be able to resume their speedwatch activities as 

soon as possible but this is only the first step in a revolution in roads safety across Thames Valley. 

 

When restrictions are lifted, schemes will be able to restart their former activity to keep their communities safe by 

checking for speeding vehicles. At the same time, a pilot scheme will be launched to trial a new system, supporting 

and training volunteers, as well as capturing the data for community speedwatch in order to better analyse data for 

potential police activity. 

 

Matthew Barber, Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley, said: 

“I’m really excited about this new scheme and the additional support that we can provide to volunteers. Cutting 

speeding across Thames Valley can save lives and a strong community-led speedwatch scheme can make a real 

difference. 

“Not only will the new scheme provide better backing for volunteers, comprehensive training, and new equipment, 

but it will also feed information directly into the police. 

“Persistent offenders and hotspot locations can then be followed up for police enforcement. Together we can make 

our streets safer.” 

 

PC Lee Turnham, Thames Valley Police Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator, said: 

“Speedwatch has proven in the past to be a deterrent. People drive slower through areas as a result of community 

speed watch initiatives. The new platform will hopefully provide a community-led approach to reducing excess 

speed, allowing activity to be community driven. 

“This exciting collaboration with Community Speedwatch Online will aim to reduce speed and make our roads safer 

within Thames Valley." 

 

Read more here - https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news-and-events/thamesvalley-pcc-news/2021/03/restart-

and-relaunch-for-community-speedwatch-in-2021/ 

 

Further information on the Community Speedwatch scheme can be found at: https://www.thamesvalley-

pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/speedwatch/. 
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This article has kindly been submitted by Alan Parrott. 

 

Worried About Getting Hacked? 

Over 15,000 hacked email and social media accounts reported in one year. 
 
If a hacker got into your email or social media account, what would they find? Health and banking information? 
Names and contact details for your friends and family? Private photos and messages? For most people, it’s at least 
one of those. 
 
Your email and social media accounts contain a wealth of personal information about you, which makes them a 
lucrative target for cyber criminals. Between February 2020 and February 2021, Action Fraud received 15,214 
reports about email and social media account hacking. The majority of reports (88%) were made by individuals, 
with 12% of reports being made by businesses. Analysis of the crime reports revealed that Facebook, Instagram and 
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Snapchat were the most affected social media accounts, with phishing messages being the most common tactic used 
by cyber criminals to lure unsuspecting victims. 
 
The motivation behind the hacks are varied and can range from financial gain, to revenge or personal amusement. 
Some victims are extorted for money, whilst others have their accounts used to send malicious links to their 
contacts. One victim who had multiple emails and social media accounts hacked paid over £2,000 to regain access to 
them. Another victim reported that her hacked Facebook account was used to trick her friends into sending money 
into a PayPal account they thought belonged to her. 
 
Secure your email and social media accounts in just a few minutes. Here's what you need to do: 
 
1: Use a strong and separate password for your email, as well as other important accounts, such as  your banking or 
social media accounts. 
 
2: Enable two-factor authentication (2FA). It will help to stop hackers from getting into your online accounts, even if 
they have your password. 
 
3: If you can't access your account, search the company's online support or help pages. You'll find information about 
how to recover your account. 
 
For detailed instructions on how to reset your password or enable 2FA on your accounts, visit: 
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/secureyouraccounts 
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PROTECT YOUR CAR CAMPAIGN 

This is very timely in view of the two recent car thefts in Hill Rise. 

 

Due to Covid-19 and repeated lockdowns, people haven’t been using their cars as much as they used to. However, 

car crime remains a pressing problem in the UK – alarmingly, one car is stolen every ten minutes(1). The latest 

figures from the Police National Computer (3) indicate car crime decreased during Covid-19 restrictions but with the 

expectation of social restrictions soon easing we could see a surge in car crime. Neighbourhood Watch are launching 

a new campaign on the 31st March to encourage everyone to keep their car’s safety top of mind. 

 

John Hayward-Cripps, CEO of Neighbourhood Watch Network, says “Most car crimes happen because cars are left 

unlocked.  There is a misconception that some cars are auto-locking and lock themselves if left unattended after a 

period of time. This isn’t always correct.  Another misconception is that your car is too old and no one will bother 

stealing it.  This is also incorrect – both new and old cars are at risk. Having a car stolen or broken into is more than 

simply a hassle, it can impact on people’s livelihoods.  The good news is that there are simple steps everyone can take 

to help reduce the risk to their car. With only a 46% recovery rate (3) we’re reminding everyone to leave your car 

locked, lit and empty.” 

 

The thumb-stopping social campaign launching on the 31st March will provide car users with three quick steps to 

increase protection of their vehicle and direct them to our website www.ourwatch.org.uk to find out more. The key 

messages of the campaign are:  

• Leave your car locked 
A simple mistake that can prove calamitous: 44% of cars are broken into via an unlocked door. (2) 
  

• Leave your car well-lit 
80% of car crime occurs during the evening or at night.(2) Parking near street lamps or in a busy area can 
deter thieves. 
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• Leave your car empty (or with no items on show) 
Owners often forget that personal belongings within the car are at as much risk of being stolen as the car 
itself.   

Hayward-Cripps continues “Car thieves are opportunists. Leaving items on a car seat or forgetting to lock your car 

can act as an invitation for crime. We want to instil the habit of double-checking where and how you’ve parked with 

our three simple steps: leave it locked, lit and empty. As a local charity with a trusted voice in the community, we’re 

asking everyone to proactively support their neighbours and friends by sharing our three steps with three others. By 

spreading the word, we’re confident we can crack down on car crime which can be deeply distressing and debilitating 

for its victims.” 

 

The campaign launches on all Neighbourhood Watch Network's social channels on Wednesday 31st March.  Please 

look out for our launch email and follow us on our social channels (Facebook / Twitter / Instagram / LinkedIn) to help 

spread the message within your communities.  

 

For more information please contact our Senior Communications and Digital Manager Deborah Waller on 

Deborah.waller@ourwatch.org.uk   

 
Data sourced from:  

1. ITV, 2020 
2. ONS data 
3. OPAL and Police National Computer  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK (The national umbrella charity for watches across England and Wales) 
Follow us.. ourwatch.org.uk / Facebook / Twitter / Instagram / LinkedIn 
Neighbourhood Watch Network is a charity registered in England & Wales, CIO no: 1173349 
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Latest Local Policing Report 

I attach a copy of the local Policing Report, dated March 2021, from Sgt. Darren Walsh.  

I hope you find this interesting and encouraging - please click the link below and read! 

 

Regards 

Alan 

Attachments 

Amersham, Chalfont and Missendens_Mar_21.pdf 

-o0o- 

Dishwasher For Collection     I have a dishwasher, which was delivered to me without being asked if I could 

use it.  My problem is that I have no means to connect it,   It is in very good condition and I offer it to the 

first person who can collect it.   My contact details are at the top of this newsletter. 

Kind regards,  

Elaine Quigley 
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