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GX FUN RUN – Please see further below on page 4 for more details 

Respect Me’ plea to STOP abuse towards County’s beloved school crossing patrollers  
 
A new campaign is being introduced this week to help protect the small army of lollipop men and women across 
Buckinghamshire from rising levels of abuse and aggression they receive. 
Launching ‘Respect Me’, Buckinghamshire County Council’s School Crossing Patrollers team say it’s time to raise 
awareness about the issues sometimes faced by lollipop men and women and to highlight the importance of their 
role in the community. 
The ‘Respect Me’ project, which will see patrollers wearing new orange tabards bearing the slogan, focuses on the 
rise in incidents over the past year as well as urging residents to support their local patroller by reporting anything 
they witness. 
There have been rising concerns as incident reports have increased over 2019, with 12 reports recorded in 
December alone. Cases have included drivers refusing to stop or experiences of aggression or abuse. 

 

 
Currently, there are 60 patrollers devoting their time morning and afternoon to helping children safely 
reach school as well as assisting adults across the road. 
Bucks’ school crossing patrollers have become valuable members of their communities, with the longest 
serving lollipop woman Christine Walker crossing pedestrians for 42 years and 91-year-old lollipop man 
Gilly Fryer who is well-loved by the pupils he helps. 
The team are also on the lookout for more permanent patrollers as well as relief patrollers who can be 
available at short notice to stand in if someone is unable to work. 
 
Buckinghamshire County Council Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Transportation Mark Shaw 
said of the campaign, “It’s important to not only raise the awareness about the fantastic work done by 
our school crossing patrollers, but also talk about the difficulties they face. Any case of abuse or 
aggression is one too many in my book, so I’m firmly behind the new campaign.” 
Mark added, “We hope that communities will continue to support their local patroller and that more 
people will want to help ensure everyone crosses safely.” 
 
To report any incidents involving School Crossing Patrollers, please contact: 
Corinne Randall—Aylesbury Vale and Wycombe (West): 
Tel: 01296 383432 
Georgina Longley—Chiltern & South Bucks and Wycombe (East): 
Tel: 01494 586639 Job share welcome                       

                  -o0o- 

Do we know the contents of all the shops in our Village?  I have been looking at the interesting items that 
we can purchase right on our doorsteps.  I popped into SIMPLY THE BEST the haberdashery/dry cleaners in 
Market Place, just on from Savers and was amazed by the riot of colour once one goes beyond the dry-
cleaning items and, all sorts of yarns and items for knitting and sewing that took my breath away. If you 
like being creative, or even need wool or thread to mend or enhance, then it is worthwhile going in and 
seeing what is there.  Jai is there to assist and her smile is very welcoming.  She told me that the shop is 
one of 4 of their outlets; Amersham, Chalfont St Peter, Prestwood and Wendover.  

-o0o- 

VOPAG meets next on Tuesday, February 18th, when Sandy Warren will talk about Development and 
Environment of Chalfont St Peter - 10.00 for 10.30 in the CSP Community Centre.                                          



  

CHALFO NT Common WI will be holding their annual attic sale on Saturday 14th March 2020, 9.30-12.00 at Chalfont 
St Peter Community Centre. To hire a stall (£13) contact Marian Cooper on 01753 892300 or email 
marian@numberseven.plus.co                                                                                                                                                                                                           

-o0o 
A CORRECTION, to the holiday information last month for contacting Hilary, which should have the lower case as a 
starter .  hilaryrockgormly@yahoo.co.uk  Contact: hilaryrockgormly@yahoo.co.uk  or at OLD WORLD Tours, 270 
Lyham Road, London SW2 5NP on 07712 032814 

-o0o- 
CHALFONT ST PETER GARDEN CLUB. We have had a wet and mild start to the year with much in early growth but 

cold weather can be around the corner tempting as it is to get into the garden. We just need to make the most of 

those dry days; and don’t forget slug pellets on Valentine’s Day! It is best to get in early and distribute pellets 

sparsely. We have much to look forward to in our 80thyear –outings and monthly talks, the first of which is about 

creating gardens for Chelsea, our Spring and Summer Shows enticing us to plant flowers, fruit and veg and of course 

keeping fit so we can do all these things! Gardening can play a major part in keeping us fit and healthy, not only 

eating those wonderful vegetables but getting the exercise whilst growing them. We look forward to seeing you at 

the Hut as it reopens for the season.  JULIE PEARSON- Chairman . 

JANE’S GARDEN TIPS –February. Begin to sow vegetables under cover for an early start. To give plants a head start, 

sow seeds using fine seed compost on a sunny windowsill or heated greenhouse. Once seedlings have their first true 

leaves, prick out into modules or individual pots. Make sure you can provide enough space to carry on their growth 

until they can be hardened off outdoors as weather conditions improve. Cabbage, leeks, beetroot and lettuce, even 

tomatoes and peppers can be started this way. Pre-warming vegetable beds allows a lengthened growing season, 

cover soil with plastic sheeting or fleece. In order to achieve maximum benefits from pruning, give apples, pears, 

gooseberries and currants attention before the end of winter by cutting out dead, damaged or crossing wood. 

Blackcurrant bushes send up new shoots from below ground level so, to avoid congestion the very oldest stems need 

pruning away at soil level now; stems darken after 3-4 years and it’s these that must go to make room for young 

productive shoots. Autumn fruiting raspberries should be cut back to ground level ensuring no stumps are left that 

can harbour disease. Summer fruiting raspberries can have any tops trimmed to the level of the top wire. 

Raspberries have a useful life of about 10 years so consider replacing now and as weather allows (there are plenty of 

very productive varieties available).Mid to late February is the best time to apply fertiliser to shrubs and evergreens, 

use an acid type feed for broad leaf evergreens, conifers, azaleas and camellias, plus an all-purpose feed for roses, 

other deciduous trees and shrubs; If using the dry type, water in thoroughly. Prune summer flowering shrubs to 

improve the shape of the plant and open up the centre to good air circulation and sun exposure. This includes 

buddleias, it’s best to be drastic and cut off last year’s stems to 60-90cms from the ground -cut stems at slightly 

different levels to encourage the new growth to flower at various heights. Other plants include dogwoods, summer 

flowering clematis, willows and cotinus. Give ornamental grasses a haircut, close to the base, new growth will appear 

as soon as the temperature improves. Sow sweet peas in deep pots and place in the cold frame. Jane Campbell  

NEXT MEETING is Wednesday, 19th February, Church Hall, Church Lane, Chalfont St Peter 7.45 for 8pm. It will be  

‘Creating Gardens at the Chelsea Flower Show’ By J.Honour & P.Thirion Janet & Patricia have designed a total of 6 

Gardens at The Chelsea Flower Show and won a Gold Medal in 2013They designed a Garden inspired by the young 

Christian Dior. As a 15 year old boy, living in Normandy, Christian Dior designed his own small Garden. This small 

Garden was the inspiration for Janet & Pauline to design a Garden for The Chelsea Flower Show in2010.This 

Garden will be featured in their talk along with other Gardens designed by them. There will be time for questions 

at the end of their talk. As usual, they will be serving tea/coffee and biscuits during the interval.             

–o0o- 

 

HELP   The New Community Centre Re-development team is urgently seeking help.                                                           
Their team of volunteers is also looking for residents who would be prepared to organise, or help organise, a series 
of fundraising events for the community centre. If you don’t feel like getting involved  in the event, but are prepared 
to help with a small, single, one-off  fundraiser for the centre, perhaps with a small group of friends, please make 
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mailto:hilaryrockgormly@yahoo.co.uk


contact to Karen Dickson at kzdickson@thechalfonts.co.uk  - Any and all offers of help will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Autism friendly cinema screening in Bucks 

The cinema can be a great way of getting the whole family together, but for those with 

Autism and Anxiety, it can be an overwhelming experience. 

A long wait for a film to start in a room where the lights are low and volume is high can be 

particularly challenging. 

Did you know Autism Friendly Screenings are becoming increasingly common? In fact, 

they’re running monthly in Aylesbury, High Wycombe, Hemel Hempstead and Milton 

Keynes. 

These special performances have subtle changes to the cinema environment including:  

Low-level lighting - - Lower sound levels - No trailers or advertisements - just the film  - 

Allowance for increased - levels of movement and noise.   This means that those who have 

sensory difficulties, together with their parents and carers can have a much more positive 

experience than they would in a traditional cinema setting. 

View Autism Friendly Screenings   (only available online) 

                                 -o0o- 
 

  

ROOFING SCAM: Please be aware 
  

On 06/01/20 an elderly resident in Chesham was approached by a cold caller offering to clean 

their gutters. The Rogue traders then removed tiles and mortar, claiming it to be old damage and 

the resident was quoted around £4000 to repair.  

Please be vigilant of any cold callers. Rogue Traders will play on your fears and make you feel that 

you need to take immediate action to stop later larger bills. 

If you do need work carried out seek recommendations through friends or family. Trading 

Standards recommend reviewing Checkatrade.com so you can see reviews from other customers. 
  

                                                                                   -o0o- 

An increase has been seen in theft of catalytic converters (part of car exhaust) across Chiltern & South Bucks police 
area over the last 3 months in comparison with the same period last year. 

The most targeted vehicle (depending on model year) are Toyota Prius, Toyota Auris, Honda Jazz, Lexus RX400. 
Manufacturers are working to reduce the risk by relocating them in engine bays rather than under the vehicle 
however some older models remain vulnerable to this type of theft (please check with your manufacturer / garage). 
Thieves target these types of car due to the higher content and therefore value of precious metal within the 
converter itself. After market products such as ‘CatClamp’ or ‘CatStrap’ are available (we cannot endorse any 
individual product so please carry out your own research). When leaving your vehicle for periods of time, please try 
to park where there is CCTV coverage and secure parks if possible. 

If you are a victim of this type of theft, report it and take photos of the location within the car, or street. 

-o0o- 
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GX FUN RUN 

Preparations are now well underway for the 2020 GX Fun Run taking place at East Common on 17th May 2020!  
Registration for the 5 km race will open in February so there is no better time for you to don your running shoes in 
preparation or if you’re not the running kind, join in the fun anyway and come along. 
 
This year for the first-time children aged 7 years and upwards will also be able to enter the 5km run. There will also 
be a specific children’s race for those aged between 4 and 9 years. Based on previous years, the GXFUNRUN is 
expected to attract a huge crowd of race participants and supporters, who will gather on East Common to enjoy a 
day of fun-filled activities and entertainment.  

 

 
With thanks to David Moore Photography 

The 2020 GX Fun Run is fast approaching and the committee would like to take this opportunity to extend a big 

thank you to all sponsors who give their services, time and effort to ensure this hugely important community event 

can happen.    

Many organisations and local businesses have supported the fun run for several years and others are providing their 

support this year for the first time.  All contributions are greatly appreciated! The committee however would like to 

give a special mention to this year’s gold sponsors without whose significant support, the event would not be 

possible!  They are; Aztec Group (UK), BP Collins, Bull Hotel, Clancy Plant Hire, Eden Care, Fit House, Frost 

Partnership, Gayhurst school, Gerrards Cross Golf Club, Howdens, Kidd Rapinet, Nicholas Moss, Nunn Haywood, 

Salveo Care (Austenwood), Stoke Park, Swarthmore nursing home, Tesco Bags of Help, Thames Valley Hire Services 

Ltd, The Langley Hotel, Thorpe House school and the Wheelhouse Vet Centre. A huge thank you also goes to local 

professional photographer David Moore who, as in previous years will capture the fun and frolics of the day on film 

to provide a lasting memory for all.  After the event images will be available from David Moore Photography 

https://www.davidmoorephotography.co.uk/ . 

Since 2001 the fun run has brought individuals, families, friends and local business together, raising much needed 

funds for charities that are at the very heart of the community. This year’s charities are Hearing Dogs for Deaf 

People, Liberty’s Legacy and William’s Fund. The fun run provides the perfect excuse for a family day out with 

something for everyone and an opportunity to catch up with old friends and make a few new ones.  

More information about the event can be found at https://gxfunrun.org.uk/ 
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