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Transport for Buckinghamshire issues reminder to be 
considerate when parking across the County 

 

Transport for Buckinghamshire issues reminder to be 
considerate when parking across the County. In response 
to the ongoing Coronavirus outbreak, Buckinghamshire 
Council has lifted all council car park charges and relaxed 

many on-street parking restrictions across the county. This move was made to help support local 
communities, key workers and volunteers during the outbreak. 
The changes mean that all council-owned car parks across the county are currently free to use, 
and most parking restrictions have been lifted, including parking on single yellow lines, limited 
waiting areas and in pay and display bays. 
 
Restrictions on disabled parking and on double yellow lines have remained in force for safety 
reasons though. Unfortunately there are some motorists disregarding these restrictions. 
 
Parking officers are continuing to patrol the main routes, car parks and residential areas to help 
deal with any obstructions, and continue to issue parking tickets for improper use of a disabled 
parking space, with ten issued since the end of March. 
 
Buckinghamshire Council Cabinet Member for Transport, Mark Shaw, said: “While most of the 
parking restrictions across the county have been relaxed, restrictions on disabled parking and for 
safety remain and will be enforced by our parking officers. Please be considerate when parking 
and do not use a disabled parking space unless you are entitled to use one.” 
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Tribute to health staff in the daily council video 
update 
 

A tribute to health staff in the county for their actions during the coronavirus emergency is highlighted in today's 
(Tuesday) daily video update (Vlog) from Buckinghamshire Council Leader Martin Tett. 
 
Joining Martin is Dr Raj Bajwa, the Chairman of Buckinghamshire Clinical Commissioning Group, who will talk about 
the thanks owed to those working through this emergency; to staff in the NHS, especially those who are unseen, 
such as porters and cleaners, and to others outside the health service. Dr Bajwa urges residents to keep their social 
distances, and reassures residents that the NHS is still there for illnesses other than coronavirus.  
 
The Vlog can be found here  and the latest Vlogs at: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/video-
updates/ 
 
The daily Vlog, supporting the message #ProudofBucks, also provides an opportunity for people to ask questions via 
social media on how the council is fighting Coronavirus locally, what residents can do to stay safe, and how they can 
get involved in helping others - using the #askBucksCouncil Twitter hashtag. 
 
Vlogs will also be shared daily on the council's social media channels. 
 
Daily updates about all council services can be found on the website at: 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/changes-to-our-services-due-coronavirus/  

If you have difficulty reading the above, click here to download a PDF version 

mailto:elainequigley@sky.com
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COVID-19: Accessing medicines from your local pharmacies 

As the UK responds to the COVID-19 pandemic, community pharmacies in Buckinghamshire are working 

tirelessly to ensure everyone gets the medicines they need, when they need them. 

The government and the NHS have asked around 1.5million people, who are at high risk of serious illness 

from COVID-19 infection, to stay at home for at least 12 weeks from the date they receive their letter.  By 

now these people should have received their letter from the NHS. Local authorities will follow up with 

‘shielded patients’ who have registered for support to get food and medicine. 

It is still important for shielded patients to access their prescription medicines.  If you are considered a 

shielded patient and should stay at home for the next 12 weeks, but need to collect your prescription 

medicines, the Buckinghamshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee and Government advise you to do the 

following:  

• Firstly, please try to arrange to have your medicines collected by a family member, friend or 

neighbour.  

• Secondly, if you still need assistance, Buckinghamshire Council’s community hub page 

(www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/community-hub) may be able to help put you in 

touch with volunteers in your area who are able to make collections.  

• If you still have no way of getting your prescriptions, you can ask for support from a national 

network of NHS volunteer responders (registered via https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS) which 

has been mobilised in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Volunteers will be ID-checked.  

If none of these options are suitable for people, a Medicines Delivery Service is being planned. Details of 

this will follow as soon as they are confirmed. 

By taking these steps, you will also be able to help protect pharmacies from an unmanageable increase in 

workload at this critical time and prevent needless queues. 

Please also remember the guidance for anyone planning to approach a local pharmacy: 

• If you are showing symptoms of COVID-19 -a dry, persistent cough, fever or shortness of breath 

- please avoid entering your local pharmacies as you would any other healthcare setting.  

• Please be patient: All pharmacies are under immense pressure and working around the clock to 

ensure that you get what you need.  

• Order medicines as normal: the medicine supply chain is good and there is no need to stockpile. 

If people order extra prescriptions and buy more over-the-counter medicines than they need, it 

will lead to supply problems.  

Mayank Patel, Chief Officer of Buckinghamshire LPC said: “During this period of COVID pandemic, it is 

vitally important that patients who need their prescriptions from local pharmacies can still get their 

medicines when they need them. We are today asking those who have been advised to stay at home to 

consider how they will be able to access their medicines. 

“The first step is to ask a family member, friend or neighbour to collect your prescription for you. If that is 

not possible, please contact your local pharmacy to see what other options are available to you.  Please be 

patient as the pharmacies are taking a high volume of phone calls. If you are not in those shielded groups or 

self-isolating, please continue to collect your medicines in the normal way.” 

Contact: Buckinghamshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee represents community pharmacy contractors in 

Buckinghamshire.  

https://psnc.org.uk/buckinghamshire-lpc 
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Domestic abuse support in Buckinghamshire during coronavirus 

The ongoing coronavirus crisis is putting a strain on many families and individuals, and Buckinghamshire 

Council is sharing advice to support people who may be experiencing domestic abuse. Anyone who is 

suffering domestic abuse can leave home and seek help, despite the government restrictions on movement.  

Local domestic abuse services in Buckinghamshire are continuing to offer support, including online and 

telephone services.  

Buckinghamshire Council is working closely with partners to ensure those at risk of domestic abuse are able 

to access the help they need to be safe.  

The social distancing, shielding and isolation measures in place mean that people at risk may find it more 

difficult to seek help, so it is more important than ever that everyone is aware of the signs of domestic abuse 

and can help protect each other. 

There is also support available to people who want to control their abusive behaviour. 

Cllr Isobel Darby, Cabinet Member for Communities, said: “There is no excuse for abuse and it is never 

your fault. Existing abuse can escalate because of stress and anxiety, whilst widespread health concerns and 

job losses may mean some people experience domestic abuse for the first time. It can happen to anyone, no 

matter your gender, ethnicity, sexuality, age or background. It is really important for everyone to know that 

you can get help, you can leave your home to access support which is still available despite the challenging 

times. 

“It’s also vital that we look out for each other. If someone is living with an abusive person during lockdown, 

they may find it more difficult to protect themselves. Please do not hesitate to report any concerns to 

Thames Valley Police. You might have seen or heard something relating to a neighbour, a family member or 

friend, or someone who you are helping through volunteer work during coronavirus. Please report your 

concerns; someone’s life may depend on it.” 

How and where to get help and support: 

• Anyone in immediate danger should phone 999.  

Or if in danger and unable to talk on the phone, dial 999 from your mobile and then press 55. This will 

transfer the call to police, who will assist without the caller having to speak. 

• Call the 24-hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247.  

• Anybody worried about causing harm to the ones they love can get help by contacting Respect 

Phoneline - 0808 802 4040. https://respectphoneline.org.uk/  

• Young People affected by domestic abuse can get support through  

Childline   0800 1111              https://www.childline.org.uk/ or 

SAFE         0800 133 7938       http://www.safeproject.org.uk/ 

• Local domestic abuse organisations:  

1) Wycombe Women’s Aid: 01494 461367       www.wycombewomensaid.org.uk  

2) Aylesbury Women’s Aid: 01296 437777        www.aylesburywomensaid.org.uk  

3) Reducing the Risk:                                         www.reducingtherisk.org.uk  

https://respectphoneline.org.uk/
https://respectphoneline.org.uk/
https://respectphoneline.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.safeproject.org.uk/
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4) Give us a Shout:                                             www.giveusashout.org  

5) Aylesbury Vale & Milton Keynes Sexual Assault and Abuse Support :  

                       01296 719772                                               www.avmksaass.org.uk 

Victims First:  0300 1234 148                           www.victims-first.org.uk 
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COVID-19 (Coronavirus) business support webinars  

See this link for a variety of Webinars that will suit your business. 
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School transport providers go the extra mile during 
coronavirus 

 
Buckinghamshire Council has thanked the drivers and care assistants who are working behind the 
scenes to ensure that vulnerable children and the children of key workers can continue to get to 
school during the coronavirus lockdown. 
 
Although schools are closed for the majority of pupils, they have responded positively to a request 
from the government to continue providing schooling for vulnerable children and the children of 
key workers whose role is essential to the coronavirus response. 
 
Many vulnerable children already have existing transport to school that is tailored to their particular 
needs. But because school bus and coach services are no longer running, Buckinghamshire 
Council has  arranged for the children of key workers to  receive personalised transport where no 
alternative safe and reliable means of travelling to and from school is available, thanks to the 
cooperation of the transport providers at short notice. 
 
In addition, transport providers have been supporting the community response to coronavirus by 
taking adult care staff to and from work, and transporting vulnerable 'shielded' adults to medical 
appointments and care providers. 
 
Buckinghamshire Council Cabinet Member for Transport Mark Shaw said: "Our thanks go to the 
drivers and passenger assistants who have stepped up at short notice to make sure continuing 
students get safely to and from school, and to help adult social care services run smoothly. They 
are playing a very important part in the joint effort to combat coronavirus." 
 
Anita Cranmer, Buckinghamshire Council Cabinet Member for Education, said: "Our schools 
responded quickly and effectively to the current situation, supporting families and the community 
by providing continuing schooling for vulnerable children and those children whose parents who 
have a key role in seeing us through this epidemic. This continuing school attendance wouldn't be 

possible without the people who are providing home to school transport behind the scenes."  
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Over £28 million in coronavirus grants still available to 

eligible businesses – do you qualify?  

£62.5 million in business grants has already been paid out to Buckinghamshire small businesses and 

businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors to help them through the coronavirus crisis. That 
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means there is still over £28 million available to businesses who haven’t applied and could be eligible – 

are you one of them? 

Buckinghamshire Council received just over £91 million from government that is strictly for eligible 

businesses only and may not be used for any other purpose. Already 4,737 local businesses have applied and 

received their grant. 

Cllr Martin Tett, Leader of Buckinghamshire Council, encouraged businesses in the relevant sectors to visit 

www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/businessgrant where they can take a look at the eligibility criteria and apply. 

He said: “This grant is intended to help local businesses meet expenses while there is very little money 

coming in and keep going until things start to return to normal. The money is available to all eligible 

businesses – if you qualify you will receive the money and, as it is a grant and not a loan, you will not have 

to pay it back.” 

Local businesses who have already received the grant have been in touch to say how much it has helped. 

Charlie and Mike at the Three Horseshoes in Marlow said: “We cannot express our gratitude enough. This 

grant will allow us to pay all bills until July, and we cannot describe our relief. Without this grant, we would 

have inevitably lost our beautiful little pub, which is also our home.” 

Go to www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/businessgrant for details about eligibility and to apply. The grants are 

available to all eligible businesses and, as they are grants and not loans, do not need to be repaid. 

Most businesses in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors, and businesses receiving Small Business Rate 

Relief or Rural Rate Relief will receive a grant as follows: 

• Eligible properties with a rateable value of £15,000 or less will receive a £10,000 grant  

• Eligible properties with a rateable value of more than £15,000 and up to £51,000 will receive a 

£25,000 grant  

To be eligible for a grant, companies and traders must have been liable for business rates on 11 March 2020. 

If not, there is no entitlement to relief. 

For business support information visit our ‘Local support for businesses’ page at 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-business-support-hub/local-support-

businesses/ 

Any queries specific to your business should be made to the council direct. We are working in partnership 

with Buckinghamshire Business First who can help businesses with general support, advice and information. 

Visit the website at bbf.uk.com or email BusinessSupport@bbf.uk.com 

-o0o- 

 

Neighbourhood Watch’s May 2020 eNewsletter is 
published.  Click here to read it. 

 
This month’s edition looks at how neighbours are supporting their communities across England and Wales - from 
setting up a Calling Tree to providing shopping to the elderly, vulnerable or self-isolating. It highlights how 
Neighbourhood Watch groups, who supported communities through the recent flooding, are proving invaluable during 
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COVID-19. Using local knowledge and a community resilience structure they are well-placed to call residents to 
action: organising food shopping; collecting medication; and ensuring the most vulnerable are safe and connected. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch Week is fast approaching on the 7th - 13th June. The newsletter explains how we have 
rethought this years’ theme to recognise and celebrate all acts of kindness and neighbourliness, no matter how large 
or small they are. 
 
“We have seen communities come together during times of need. Resilience and compassion, when needed and 
offered, are what makes communities special”  
Cheryl Spruce, Head of Membership and Engagement at Neighbourhood Watch Network  
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Careers Springboard 

 
Careers Springboard, the registered charity based in Gerrards Cross, now incorporates The 
Graduate Network (GradNet). It is a FREE service run by local volunteers to help managers and 
professionals find paid employment and graduates to find their first professional role. Weekly 
meetings on Monday evenings at 7.30pm at: St Andrew’s United Reformed Church Hall, 
Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7QE.  
 
For further information visit : http://www.careersspringboard.org.uk 
 
Please join us and please feel free to contact us at anytime. 
 
We hold weekly Monday evening meetings including presentations which all relate to improving 
your job search skills.  
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Composting focus in the daily council video update 

 

How to tackle the mountain of grass cuttings and plant trimmings in your garden during the 
coronavirus emergency is highlighted in today's (Tuesday) daily video update (Vlog) from 
Buckinghamshire Council Leader Martin Tett. 
 
Joining Martin is Andrew Jenkins, the council's Waste Promotion Lead Officer, who talks about 
composting green waste to avoid putting it in the rubbish bins, tips about how to do it and, how to 
get a compost bin at a discount. 
 
"Composting at home is easier than you think," says Andrew. "And with discounts for local 
residents on compost bins, it's a great time to start. So visit www.recycle4bucks.co.uk to order 
your bin and get started." 
 
Andrew's composting tips can be found at https://www.recycleforbuckinghamshire.co.uk/ 
 
Today's Vlog can be found at: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/video-updates/ 
 
The daily Vlog, supporting the message #ProudofBucks, also provides an opportunity for people to 
ask questions via social media on how the council is fighting Coronavirus locally, what residents 
can do to stay safe, and how they can get involved in helping others - using the #askBucksCouncil 
Twitter hashtag. 
 
Vlogs will also be shared daily on the council's social media channels. 
 
Daily updates about all council services can be found on the website at: 
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-and-safety/changes-to-our-services-due-
coronavirus/  

http://www.careersspringboard.org.uk/
https://www.recycleforbuckinghamshire.co.uk/
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Good mental health will help you through all of the changes 
needed because of Coronavirus 

 

We have all had to make significant changes to our normal routines because of Coronavirus. 
Across Buckinghamshire communities are working to support each other practically and 
emotionally and it’s encouraging to see people looking out for each other’s mental health too. 
 
Maintaining good mental health will play a huge part in how we cope during the next weeks and 
months. It's important to remember that that everyone reacts differently with some taking it in their 
stride whilst others may feel stressed, anxious, angry or frustrated and with the current need to 
stay at home, some may feel isolated. Don’t forget that this situation is only temporary and we will 
return to normal eventually. 
 
Having good mental health helps us cope better with change and enjoy our lives so it is more 
important now than ever. There is lots we can do to look after our mental health from going for a 
walk, sitting in the garden or listening to some favourite music to picking up an old hobby or 
learning a new one using online learning, or just connecting with friends and family by phone or 
letter or online. 

 
A new Mental Health Helpline has been launched by Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust, which 
runs mental health services in Buckinghamshire, with support from Oxfordshire Mind. The 24/7 
helpline will take the pressure off 111 for mental health advice in Buckinghamshire. People can 
call when they need to find out when and where to get help and to access support from mental 
health professionals. 
 
The trained mental health advisors will be able to offer on-the-spot advice and make sure people 
get the care that is right for them. For adults the number is 01865 904997. For children and young 
people the number is 01865 904998. 
 
When someone is seriously ill or injured, or in an acute confused state, call 999. 
 
Healthy Minds Bucks has updated its website to include a range of short videos and links that will 
help you look after yourself and your loved ones during this very challenging time. These videos 
are designed to give you practical ideas on how to manage worries around COVID-19. To view the 
videos, visit https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/healthyminds/covid/ 
 
The NHS Every Mind Matters website also has expert advice and practical tips to help you look 
after your mental health and wellbeing. Take a look at https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-
matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/. 
 
We know that children can be affected by seeing the constant reports on the television, through 
social media or by hearing others talking about it and some may also be struggling with not being 
able to see their friends and maintain their normal routines. It is really important to regularly chat 
with them about what’s happening and how they’re feeling. 
 
The Buckinghamshire Family Information Service Family Well-Being Information Pack has lots and 
lots of great ideas and details of where to go for advice or support to help you look after your 
children & look after yourself during the COVID-19 outbreak. Take a look here 
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/buckinghamshire/fsd/docs/bucks_family_well-
being_information_pack.pdf 
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There are some great ideas to start conversations and to help them feel safe and listened to on 
the Young Minds website, where you can also find some great advice and vlogs by children and 
young people about how they are coping with Coronavirus. https://youngminds.org.uk/starting-a-
conversation-with-your-child/activities-and-conversation-starters-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 
 
Gareth Williams, Buckinghamshire Council’s Cabinet Member for Health and Culture adds 
 
“I am heartened to see the amazing community spirit that has become evident in recent weeks, 
with communities in towns and villages all looking out for each other. I must give credit to the 
fantastic work being carried out by all of our key workers during this very unsettling time. 
 
“Everyone needs to make sure they are keeping an eye on how they are feeling and take action to 
ensure they can maintain good mental health. Do make sure you are taking time for yourself 
whether it’s to read, listen to music, bake, learn a new skill, watch a film on TV, go for a walk or do 
some work in the garden. 
 
“It is really important to check in on friends and family too, we all know how easy it is to say ‘I’m 
fine’ when actually you’re not. Sometimes a quick text or call is just what’s needed to lift your 
spirits.” 
 
Buckinghamshire Council, working with its partners, has created a special Coronavirus section on 
its website to provide general information and advice on practical support in your community, 
volunteering, support for businesses and keeping safe, happy and well during these challenging 
times. Visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus and find out more. 
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Free Virtual Singing session! 
 
Singing is fantastic for reducing stress and lifting mood.  “Sing Your Pain Away” is offering a free 
virtual singing session to anyone in the local area who’d like to take part on Thursday 23rd April at 
2:45pm. 
 
So why not come and join in for an hour of light hearted feel-good singing, laughter and even a 
boogie round your living room! 
 
We will be singing a variety of upbeat songs from the 50s and 60s, songs from the Shows and a 
favourite ABBA number! 
 
We are using the “Zoom” technology which is really easy to use and we can organise some 
remote technical support for you if you haven’t used it before. 
 
To book your place please email jane@singyourpainaway.co.uk 
 
The link for the session will be sent out on Wednesday 22nd April to those who have registered. 
 
Look forward to singing with you! 
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Hi, I’m Chief Superintendent Christian Bunt and I am the Gold commander for Thames Valley 
Police’s response to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
I want to start by saying how much I and all of my officers appreciate how the vast majority of our 
communities are understanding of the importance of staying at home to protect our critical NHS 
resources and save lives, so thank you. 
 
Given that, we can understand how frustrating it must be when you look around and see what you 
perceive to be people not following these guidelines as you have been at no small sacrifice to you 
and your way of life. 
 
We are receiving hundreds of reports every day relating to COVID related breaches and over the 
last 7 days alone we have deployed officers to over 1100 incidents. 
 
We must prioritise incidents as they come into us and that includes putting these reports alongside 
our normal calls for service including serious crime and responding to emergency and non-
emergency calls. It is essential that we continue to protect our communities in line with our normal 
policing duties. 
 
Where we have deployed for COVID-related reports, these are primarily to group gatherings that 
are happening at that time. That is because they pose the greatest health risks by gathering and 
then dispersing back into our communities. If you see this and it is happening now, call 101.   
 
With minor breaches, such as people reporting those who have taken multiple walks in a day, we 
may not be responding right there and then but that doesn’t mean we are ignoring them. Your 
reports help to provide vital information around patterns and hotspots which then go across to our 
local policing teams to inform their patrol plans. Please report minor breaches to us online. 
 
We want to make sure we are visible, provide reassurance and be a deterrent to those who think 
these rules don’t apply to them. Encouraging or enforcing the social distancing measures is a 
priority for the force and we have dedicated patrols in place to do this. We keep this under 
constant review and where we need to apply more resources we have done that and will continue 
to do so. 
 
Please be reassured that Thames Valley Police is playing its role in this public health emergency. 
To reiterate the Chief Constable’s message this week, we will always look to engage, explain and 
encourage people to comply but where we need to we will enforce - and we have been doing that. 
Thames Valley Police currently has issued the second highest number of fines in the country. 
 
Thank you again for all that you are doing at this challenging time. You really demonstrate the 
community spirit of Thames Valley, an area we are so proud to police. 
 
Thank you. 
Chief Superintendent Christian Bunt, Gold Commander 
 
To view the full video, please click the following link: https://youtu.be/gfyqB-cYH1I  
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The Government launched the online portal to claim 80% of furloughed employees’ wages. The expectation 

is that payments will be made within 6 working days. 

We understand from Charity Tax Group that: 

• applications need to be completed in one session and will time out after 30 minutes of inactivity  

• there will be no e-mail confirmation so take a screenshot/print the confirmation and make sure 

you retain calculation information in case HMRC needs to review it in future  

• to access the system on GOV.UK you or your agent will need to have a Government Gateway ID 

and password and an active PAYE enrolment. If you do not have these, you can register for them 

at HMRC services: register and PAYE Online for employers).  

Charity Tax Group’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme guidance hub collates all the information you need 

to access the scheme.  

GETTING TO THE RIGHT INFORMATION QUICKLY 

Many of us are feeling overwhelmed by the mass of information on COVID-19. If you are looking for a way 

to quickly get up to speed on a specific issue, webinars can be a perfect medium for pulling together all the 

information you need in a concise and easily-accessible format. We have highlighted just two below but will 

keep you updated as more are announced. Similarly, you can contact our Lead for Groups, Helen Cracknell, 

(support@communityimpactbucks.org.uk) who can advise you on all aspects of running your organisation 

and can talk you through the relevant guidance for the voluntary sector during the pandemic. 

INSIGHTS ON HOW THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS AFFECT YOUR FINANCES 

The Charity Finance Group (CFG) is hosting another free webinar ‘Coronavirus and your charity’s finances 

– update’ on Thursday (23rd April at 1pm). It will provide an overview of the latest government 

announcements, including the package announced by the Chancellor on 8 April and look at how it may 

affect your finances. If you have any questions for the expert panel, please email them to policy@cfg.org.uk. 

WEBINAR SERIES - HOW TO OPERATE ONLINE 

Charity Digital’s series of webinars help charities learn and adjust to operating online during the COVID-19 

lockdown. Topics range from how to fundraise digitally to implementing accessibility technology – for more 

information, visit Charity Digital. 
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https://www.gov.uk/log-in-register-hmrc-online-services/register
https://www.gov.uk/paye-online/enrol
https://www.charitytaxgroup.org.uk/news-post/2020/coronavirus-job-retention-scheme-guidance-published/
mailto:support@communityimpactbucks.org.uk
https://www.cfg.org.uk/covid19up?utm_source=CFG+Web+Subscribers&utm_campaign=2f47985041-Fortnightly+newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d9d5e7cf12-2f47985041-294793141
https://www.cfg.org.uk/covid19up?utm_source=CFG+Web+Subscribers&utm_campaign=2f47985041-Fortnightly+newsletter_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d9d5e7cf12-2f47985041-294793141
mailto:policy@cfg.org.uk
https://charitydigital.org.uk/events?utm_source=Catalyst&utm_campaign=46667cd254-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_4_16_2020_12_42&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7b925a1063-46667cd254-407315954


#FundAlert: HOMELESS SUPPORT 

The Morrisons Foundation has opened it COVID-19 Homeless Support Fund grant, offering up to £10,000 

grants. Charities that care for the homeless can apply for support to cover three broad areas: 

• Outreach and support for rough sleepers, including provision of essentials  

• Delivery of services in hostels and shelters  

• Information and advice 

To apply and check eligibility, go to The Morrisons Foundation. 

If you would prefer not to receive our COVID-19 Briefings, you can opt out by emailing 

info@communityimpactbucks.org.uk 
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Chiltern Open Air Museum Creates Free Home Learning 
Resources 

 
Looking for inspirational activities to assist your children’s learning at home? Then have a look at 
the free downloadable education resources that Chiltern Open Air Museum has put together. 
There are currently 17 resources that are based on the Museum’s learning programme and 
collection of historic buildings. Each resource includes a range of activities and research projects 
from learning the Runic Futhork Alphabet and using it to write secret messages, making an Anglo 
Saxon brooch, designing wall paper, finding the melting point of chocolate and lots more. 
 
Chiltern Open Air Museum’s Marketing Manager, Helen Light, said: 
 
‘It’s a difficult time for everyone, teachers are trying to quickly create home learning resources and 
parents are looking for fun and educational activities that they can do with their children that 
doesn’t result in World War 3! The Museum Team has the knowledge, experience and resources 
so wanted to put something together to help.’ 
 
20,000 school children visit the museum annually to take part in the highly sort after learning 
program. The open air museum holds the prestigious Sandford Award, Learning Outside the 
Classroom Quality Badge, and in 2018 was shortlisted in the Museum + Heritage Awards under 
the Education Initiative. 
 
The resources can be found at www.coam.org.uk  

Click here to download a higher resolution PDF of the above  

This is a very worrying time for the Museum because we are a self-funded individual charity. If you 
would like to support us during this challenging period and help us protect the Museum and the 
conservation work that has been carried out over the last 40 years then please consider buying an 
open ticket, making a donation or buying an Annual Pass. 
 
Your contribution will not only help support COAM financially through this difficult time but is also 
your pledge to visit us in the future. 
 
Buy your ticket today https://coam.digitickets.co.uk/category/13122 
 
Make a donation https://coam.digitickets.co.uk/category/13123 
Buy and Annual Pass https://coam.digitickets.co.uk/category/13124 

https://www.morrisonsfoundation.com/latest-news/covid-19/
mailto:info@communityimpactbucks.org.uk
http://www.coam.org.uk/
http://www.localnewsbyemail.info/downloads/JRMR.pdf
https://coam.digitickets.co.uk/category/13122
https://coam.digitickets.co.uk/category/13123
https://coam.digitickets.co.uk/category/13124


 
Help safeguard our future and support us today. 
www.coam.org.uk 
@ChilternOAM 
https://www.facebook.com/ChilternOpenAirMuseumEvents/ 
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Buckinghamshire Building Society has made a £2,500 donation to the Heart of Bucks 
Coronavirus Response Appeal which launched last month.   
 
The appeal was set up to support people and charities in Buckinghamshire who are most affected 
and vulnerable at this time of crisis. 
 
We have a long-standing relationship with Heart of Bucks and are pleased to be able to contribute 
and help them to deliver this valuable community support.  We know they will work hard with their 
community advocates to ensure that the money goes where it is needed. 
 
“Buckinghamshire Building Society is committed to working in an ethical and responsible manner 
to the benefit of our members and the local Buckinghamshire community.  As a Buckinghamshire-
based organisation, our two organisations naturally align and we are pleased to support the Bucks 
Coronavirus Response appeal.”  Gerard O’Keeffe, CEO, Buckinghamshire Building Society 
 
The fund has already awarded over £10,000 in grants to vulnerable individuals and organisations 
working to support them.  To find out more about the appeal or make a contribution, visit the 
dedicated Coronavirus pages on the Heart of Bucks website.  
 

-o0o- 

RISK TO CRUCIAL SERVICES BEING LOST IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

AS CHARITIES UNDER IMMENSE PRESSURE DURING PANDEMIC 

Can you help us protect essential community services, which are provided by the voluntary sector in Bucks, 

as part of the #EveryDayCounts campaign. Here are some topline points - the full press release can be 

found here. 

Fears that people in need will be unable to find support in Buckinghamshire are mounting as more 

charity and voluntary organisations face substantial funding losses due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The crisis has led to massive drops in fundraising income for charity and voluntary organisations, with many 

now having to make hard decisions about whether they can continue to operate: 

• In Buckinghamshire, many services supplied by voluntary organisations – including those taking 

the pressure of the NHS –  are under threat  

• Feedback from a range of Bucks’ voluntary organisations show that despite having taken the 

necessary measures (e.g. closing services, remote delivery and furloughing) finances are still 

tight – for example, one charity has stated it has lost three-quarters of its income due to the 

pandemic and may not survive  

• A survey of Bucks charities and community groups in January 2020 (Community Impact Bucks’ 

State of the Sector) found that nearly two-fifths of respondents had less than 3 months’ worth 

of reserves to see them through a crisis like this.  

• Example of how pandemic is affecting voluntary services in Bucks: Lindengate Mental 

Health Charity provides nature based activities to support people’s wellbeing at its five acre 

therapeutic garden outside Wendover – it is using up reserves to cover current running costs, has 

launched an emergency appeal and expects the need for people with low to medium mental 

http://www.coam.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ChilternOpenAirMuseumEvents/


health needs to increase vastly during the pandemic, resulting in a high demand on its services 

when it re-opens. More details in press release  

• Nationally, there have been reports that some household name charities are on the edge of 

collapse  

• St John Ambulance, which is at the forefront of the response to the coronavirus outbreak, has 

said that they will run out of cash reserves in August.  

• Barnado’s, Britain’s biggest children’s charity, has already seen its fundraising income drop by 

over 30%.  

• Major fundraising events such as the London Marathon have been cancelled and the closure of 

numerous charity shops has also had a devastating effect on charity income.  

CALL TO ACTION: local charity Community Impact Bucks is calling on Bucks residents and local groups 

to fight for the survival of these vital services in the county by asking them to join in the #EveryDayCounts 

campaign. Individuals and groups are being asked to contact Government and local MPs for help to save the 

services that people in Bucks – details on how in full press release. 

Submit News or advertise your event click here 
To advertise your business or to support/sponsor this site see this page  

 

 

 

 

https://communityimpactbucks.org.uk/2020/04/risk-to-crucial-services-being-lost-in-buckinghamshire-as-charities-under-immense-pressure-during-pandemic/
http://www.localnewsbyemail.info/SubmitNews.html
http://www.localnewsbyemail.info/Advertise.html

