
 

 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on Thursday 16th May 2019 in the Parish Council Offices, Gravel Hill at 7.30pm 

 

 

MINUTES 
Present:  

Cllr L Smith (Chairman), Cllr Shinner, Cllr Darby, Cllr Ford, Cllr North, Cllr Ryan, Cllr Southworth, Cllr 

Chellar, Cllr Longshaw, Cllr Allen, Cllr Hatton, Cllr Dickson, Cllr D Martin (Buckinghamshire County 

Council), Cllr Tim Butcher (Buckinghamshire County Council), 22 members of the public. 

 

In Attendance:  

Mrs D Evans (Clerk), Mrs V Murdock (Admin Assistant), Mr M Stevens (Head Haywarden) and Mr M Scott 

(Planning & Project Officer) 

 

 

1. Cllr Linda Smith welcomed those present. 

 

2. Minutes of Meeting held on 17th May 2018: The minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 17th 

May 2018 were noted and agreed. A draft had also been available on the Parish Council website.  

 

3. Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council for 2018/19 

 

Cllr Smith began by thanking the Parish Council staff for their work during the year and Mr Nick 

Stayt, who has recently retired, for all his hard work over the past 11 years. She introduced Mr Mark 

Scott who has taken on the Planning role and said that Head Haywarden, Mr Mike Stevens, will be 

taking on the Open Spaces element. Cllr Smith also thanked the 15 Councillors for their 

commitment and work over the past year.  

 

It was explained that elections, due this year, have been postponed until May 2020 due to the 

abolition of all District Councils and the County Council to create one Unitary Council for all of 

Buckinghamshire. Cllr Smith explained that two Councils (Aylesbury in the North of the county and 

Chiltern/ South Bucks/ Wycombe for the South) had been preferred, but the Secretary of State 

favoured one. This new authority will start on 1st April 2020 and the transition will be overseen by a 

Shadow Executive Committee comprising 17 Councillors – 2 from each District and 9 from Bucks 

County Council being led by the leader of the County Council. Both Cllr Isobel Darby (Leader of 

Chiltern District Council) and Cllr David Martin (Bucks County Councillor), will be on this Committee. 

Cllr Smith said that concern had been raised by some Parish Councils that as a result of these 

changes they will be asked to take on more local services. She stressed that Chalfont St Peter 

would only do this if they were of benefit to residents, if staff had capacity and there would be no 

additional costs. 

 

Cllr Smith told the meeting that Chiltern District Council are working on a new Local Plan and that 

the Government has said all Authorities must have one that is up to date. Chalfont St Peter do have 

a working party, chaired by Cllr Hazel North, (including SENSE and a Planning Consultant) to 

provide local input. The Government want more houses to be built and without an updated Local 

Plan, areas like ours would be vulnerable to speculative developers. Chiltern and South Bucks 

Districts have been told that they must build over 15,000 dwellings by 2036. Aylesbury Vale have 

agreed to take around one third of this with a third also being accommodated by brownfield sites or 

sites which have already been earmarked. In order to make up the shortfall, some green belt in 

Chiltern and South Bucks will need to be released. In order to get the necessary infrastructure in 



 

 

place, large sites are the better option, and with 88% of Chiltern being green belt (60% also AONB) 

there is very little room for development if green belt is not used. Cllr Smith has been told that only 

2.7% of green belt land has been suggested. It has been agreed by Chiltern District Council that the 

draft Local Plan will go out to public consultation in June. Cllr Smith urged all residents to respond. 

All responses are then sent to the independent inspector at the time of examination, which is hoped 

to be in December 2020. 

 

With respect to HS2 Cllr Smith explained that the Parish Council had been involved from the 

beginning and had been to Parliament to request mitigation during the construction period. Now that 

the construction of the vent shaft had begun, many of the problems highlighted by the Parish 

Council were now happening, namely that the HGV’s were having difficulty with the narrow lanes 

and the high number of vulnerable adults and children along the route (Chesham Lane, Denham 

Lane, Joiners Lane). Cllrs Darby and Smith were in discussions with Align (the construction 

company), HS2, Bucks CC, Robertswood School, Epilepsy Society and Montessori Nursery about 

safe-guarding for when the lorry numbers increase. 

 

Cllr Smith also wished to thank the Chamber of Commerce for flying the flags at Feast Day, St 

George’s Day and on Remembrance Day. It was also noted that some shops were still suffering 

from a lack of foot fall, so residents were urged to use local stores wherever possible. 

 

It was recognised that parking was also an issue for many in the village and it was noted that the 

Neighbourhood Action group (chaired by Cllr Tony Shinner) have been working with Bucks County 

Councillors and local residents to come up with a parking scheme along Lower Road. A plan has 

now been agreed, which includes yellow lines for several other roads in the village where parking 

has become problematic. The Parish Council have always supported this action. Bucks County 

Council, who are responsible for Highways, have said that they would part fund the proposed 

scheme and the Group are now looking to Chiltern District Council, the Parish Council to get a grant 

and at crowd funding for the remainder. 

 

Cllr Smith also remembered that over the past 5 years the Parish Council have been working with 

local churches and the Village Heritage Group, to commemorate the centenary of World War 1, 

including the lighting of the Beacon in November 2018. Work has also begun by village action 

groups, churches and the British Legion to look at creating a Memorial Garden in St Peter’s Garden 

in Church Lane. Plans have been drawn up but a lot of money needs to be raised and a bid for 

funding has been submitted to the HS2 Community Fund. The Baptist Church are putting in 

electricity and water in their new hub which can be used for the garden. This may take some years 

to come to fruition, especially if it is done in stages as funding allows. 

 

Cllr Smith thanked all residents in the village who take time to volunteer, running clubs, societies, 

library, youth club etc. She finished with a quote, saying ‘Never doubt that a small group of 

thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has’. 

 

The Maria Taylor Charity: Every year, the meeting receives an update on the Maria Taylor Charity. 

The charity dates back to 1824 when Maria Taylor left £300 in her will, the interest of which, was to 

be given out at Christmas, as money or bread, to those in need within the village. In 1895, this came 

under the wing of the newly created Parish Council. Every year, money raised on Fun Night and at 

the Maria Taylor Carol Concert goes to the charity. Donations from elsewhere were also received 

during the year from The Gold Hill Baptist Church, The Wates Group, the Parish Council and the 

Bowling Club. Total receipts by the charity in 2018 were £1,707.59. As at 31st December 2018 the 

charity held £20,667.18 and 20 residents of Chalfont St Peter were given a gift of £40 each from the 

interest earned. The Accounts Book was available to view. 

 

Finally, Cllr Smith made a statement on behalf of the Parish Council regarding the legal case: 

 



 

 

‘Many of you will remember that 10 years ago we were faced with a plan to build 400 houses on the Holy Cross site. The 

site is arguably the most historic within the village, originally owned by Leofwine, brother of King Harold. After the Battle of 

Hastings in 1066 William the Conqueror gave it to his half-brother, Bishop Odo of Bayeux who is depicted on the Bayeux 

Tapestry. In 1927, when a hotel, Clive Rouse wrote “the Grange has a history and associations of which many larger and 

more ancient mansions would be glad to boast. To all who value such association with great characters and great events 

in English history and literature, this spot in Buckinghamshire is sacred ground. There are wonderful associations of the 

place neither the hand of time nor of man can destroy”. 

 

At an Annual Meeting of the Parish in 2009 we were given a very strong mandate to do what we could to save at least part 

of the site for the community of Chalfont St Peter. We also knew from a village survey the strength of feeling of residents 

with regard to this site. We employed professional planning consultants and along with SENSE held public meetings. The 

Parish Council and our District Councillors spoke against the application at the District Council’s Planning Meeting. The 

District Council had also received hundreds of letters of objection and the Council Chamber was overflowing with local 

residents. We knew that residents were not happy that we had lost the whole of the site to housing and with legal advice 

we issued a Judicial Review. There was intense local concern focused on the statement of fact in the planning application 

that the major part of the school playing fields were never used for organised sporting activity, which both former pupils 

and teachers, as well as local residents, knew was incorrect. The Judicial Review was unsuccessful as it was determined 

due process had been followed. What did come out of the Judicial Review was that the number of playing fields on the site 

did not concur with what ex pupils and teachers knew of the site. 

 

After following legal advice the Parish Council sought to claim against the Trustees but the court has not found in our 

favour on all points but did establish that the Parish Council had been correct regarding the area of playing fields on the 

site. Whilst disappointed with the outcome, the Parish Council has at all times acted in the public interest in pursuing this 

case. Key elements of the Parish Council’s case were upheld by the court but in the opinion of the judge the weight of 

evidence was not deemed sufficient to find in the Parish Council’s favour. We had hoped that as a result of litigation we 

would be able to fund a number of local projects to provide for improved amenities that would offset the loss of the playing 

field land. 

 

We have followed legal advice throughout. In fact last year the Trustees legal team applied to the court to have the case 

struck out. This was refused as the judge decided that they did have a case to answer and it should go to trial. Hence our 

disappointment with the ruling of the Trial judge. 

 

On the issue of costs I want to dispel a few myths. From the outset the Councillors were adamant that costs to the public 

must be minimised. Consequently we secured insurance and litigation funding against any unfavourable outcome. This 

took a great deal of effort but it does mean that the costs the Council will incur as a result of the court action are 

considerably less that has been reported in the press. I cannot provide specific details at this time but we will do as soon 

as we are able. Finally, I would like you to recognise the pressure that this case had placed on all of your Councillors and 

our amazing staff. We were aware of the high stakes involved and did all we could to protect public funds while also 

looking to stand up for our community. We have done exactly that and I would like to thank all my colleagues for the late 

nights, robust debates and the selfless dedication and support you have shown to the village during what is undoubtedly 

been an exceptionally stressful few years.’ 

 

 

4. Cllr Smith invited the Chair of each Committee to outline what had taken place during 2018-19: 

 

(i) Open Spaces Committee – Chair – Cllr John Hatton 

Cllr Hatton presented the work that the committee had been involved in during the last year. He 

explained that the Committee were responsible for maintaining the open spaces within the village, such 

as Gold Hill and Austenwood Commons. Also, that an original sign for ‘Gold Hill Common’ had been 

found in a resident’s garden after many years and had been cleaned up and placed back on the 

Common and a further 12 trees had been planted as part of the ‘100 tress by 2020’ initiative. The 

Parish Council had asked the District Council if the fence around the Football Club could be improved, 

and this had also happened. Conservation work, as part of the  10 year Commons Management Plan 

had also been undertaken in the Lady Gibb Wood and the Parish Council had also been gifted some 

wildflower turf from a local gardening firm, which will enhance the area further. Further conservation 

work had also been completed in other woodland areas within the village. 

 

Other projects that have been completed are the new zip wire that has been installed in the play area at 

Mill Meadow, bollards have been placed on some grass verges in the village where parking is a 

problem and the ground is being damaged, more Heritage Plaques have been added to the popular 



 

 

walk and as part of the HS2 Compensation Scheme, the village has been given a ‘nature area’ close to 

where the vent shaft is being constructed. It is very rudimentary and access is poor and the Parish 

Council will look at ways in which to enhance this for the community. Lastly, Devolved Services 

continues for another year with the Haywarden team cutting some grass verges and maintaining some 

footpaths and siding out some pavements on behalf of Bucks County Council. 

 

(ii) Amenities & Planning Committee – Chair: Cllr Ian Browne 

This committee meets every three weeks and examines all planning applications within the village and 

sends its comments to Chiltern District Council who are the Planning Authority. Last year the 

Committee reviewed 353 applications over 17 meetings. A Parish Councillor can speak to the District 

Council’s Planning Committee if necessary. The Committee also looks after the 400 residential 

streetlights within the village and requests and oversees Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) if 

necessary. 

 

Large projects either having started or under discussion are HS2 and the demolition of The Waggon & 

Horses. The Parish Council did object to this and knows that members of the public did too. The Parish 

Council also tried to get the building listed as one of National Historic interest but was unsuccessful. 

There is also a proposal to develop a greenbelt site close to the M25 as a service station. Cllr Browne 

told the meeting that the public can help by reporting any suspicious building works, trees that are being 

cut down and streetlights that are not working. 

 

Lastly, the Committee is also concentrating at the impending Local Plan Consultation, in which Chiltern 

District Council are looking to find areas to develop additional housing. At the moment, part of the 

Epilepsy site and the land between the Winkers and PACCA sites are being looked at. A working party 

is working with SENSE, (a local group), and professional Planning Consultants to provide a response to 

the consultation once the date is known. It is essential to have a proper consultation and there will be 

public meetings during June 2019. Flyers will be sent to inform the village of when and where these will 

take place. It is hoped that the public will respond in numbers as this could affect the whole village. It 

was noted that the village has already seen an increase in housing of 630 on the last three years. Cllr 

Shinner stood up and asked that if anyone could volunteer to deliver leaflets for the public meetings he 

would be grateful and could take names at the end of the meeting. 

 

(iii) Finance Committee – Chair – Cllr Isobel Darby 

Cllr Darby explained that the Committee meets 6 times a year and looks after the ‘statutory’ obligations 

of the Council. For example Terms of Reference, Financial Risks, Insurance, Contracts, Utilities etc. 

They also review financial reports, investment funds, audits and ensure that the Annual Return, 

required to be completed by all local authorities, is submitted. One of the nicer areas that the 

Committee looks at are donation and grant requests.  Recent examples include the cross street 

Christmas lights, traffic management for Remembrance Sunday and paying for 1 hour free parking in 

Church Lane. 

 

To finish, Cllr Smith added that last year she shared the amount of Council Tax she pays for the work of 

the Parish Council with those present and that for her Band G property this was £1.90 per week. This 

year, it will be £1.96, which does pay for a lot of work to be done. 

 

 

5. Presentation by Cllr David Martin (BCC) and Cllr Isobel Darby (CDC) 

They began by explaining that following a decision by the Secretary of State, the current 

Buckinghamshire County Council and four District Councils will be dissolved and a new Unitary 

Authority, combining all, will be formed from 1st April 2020. Both Cllrs Martin and Darby, will be on a 

Shadow Executive, which will be overseeing the transition. This Executive will be made up of two 



 

 

Councillors from each of the District Councils, eight County Councillors plus the current leader of Bucks 

County Council. It is hoped that the transition will be seamless. 

 

The new Authority will have 147 elected members within 49 wards, instead of the 236 members across 

the current configuration. Each area will have three councillors and there will be 19 ‘hubs’ based on the 

current Local Forum Areas. Statutory responsibilities will remain with the new Authority. 

 

As leader of Chiltern District Council Cllr Darby continued to outline some of the achievements of the 

Council over the last year. Namely an increase in social media following, improvements within the 

Planning Department and Enforcement, the opening of a new crematorium in Aylesbury at no cost to 

the taxpayer (in collaboration with Wycombe and Aylesbury Vale Councils), a multi-story car park in 

Amersham and grants awarded to over 60 community groups. The Council have also worked with the 

Police as part of ‘Operation Gauntlet’ on scams and the Revenue & Benefits Team had been awarded 

‘Team of the Year’, for their hard work. Lastly, recycling rates have seen an increase to 59.23% and 

there is a higher proportion of people taking up green bins and using the food waste system. 

 

6. Mrs D Beddows – St Peter’s Memorial Garden 

A local historian, Mrs Denise Beddows, gave a presentation detailing stories of some of those buried in 

St Peter’s Garden, Church Lane, Chalfont St Peter (see attached). Mrs Beddows will be giving tours of 

the Garden to help raise money for the proposed Memorial Garden which it is hoped will be developed 

there. 

 

 

Open Forum and Questions from the Public: 

 

 

i) A Resident gave a short personal statement with regards to the Holy Cross fraud case and 

strongly recommended that the Parish Council not to proceed to appeal the 7th May High Court 

Judgement. Cllr Smith added that anyone could come and read the judgement in the Parish 

Council offices if they wished, and they should contact the Clerk. 

 

ii) Sadness was expressed at the demolition of The Waggon & Horses, and a resident who lives 

adjacent to the site expressed concern that the land where the pub sits supports the land on 

which his property is built on. He was concerned about land slip and wanted to know the method 

of demolition that was going to be used. Cllr Smith said that she has raised this with the 

Planning Officer and she will now speak to the Officer and ask her to contact the resident 

directly and visit his property. 

 

iii) A spokesperson for the residents of Lower Road informed the meeting about the proposed 

parking scheme for Lower Road and yellow line road markings on several junctions in the 

village. LAF funding had been secured and the group were now looking to match fund that 

pledged by Bucks County Council. A petition from those affected was handed to Cllr Smith. The 

group had applied to Chiltern District Council for funding and a request was also going to the 

Parish Council on 22nd May. It was hoped that this would secure the additional amount needed 

and that there would be no need to crowd fund. 

 

iv) A resident asked whether there was a policy within the Planning Department at Chiltern District 

Council regarding parking and whether new plans have adequate parking? Cllr Smith explained 

that the number of parking spaces allowed is based on the square meterage of a house and that 

the most the District Council can ask for is 3. She added that the Parish Council always 



 

 

comment on parking when necessary and that the forthcoming Local Plan will look at parking in 

relation to the number of bedrooms instead. 

 

Concern was expressed that some areas were so congested that emergency vehicles could not 

get through. Cllr Smith agreed and said that Chipstead was a very good example, when recently 

Parish Councillors had experienced difficulty in accessing the area to look at a planning 

application, because of the number of parked cars. 

 

v) A resident was concerned about the proposed development on The Waggon and Horses site, 

namely that for 9 flats there were only 11 parking spaces shown which was clearly inadequate 

and also that cars would have to reverse onto a main road to exit the site. Also that the height (3 

storeys) was too high and he also shared the concern about subsidence for the land around the 

site. Cllr Smith urged those present to object to the District Council and added that the Highway 

at the County Council also needed to comment. The resident asked whether the Parish Council 

could help with the wording of any objection made and Cllr Smith suggested that those affected 

attend the Amenities and Planning Meeting to discuss the issues and help formulate comments. 

 

A question was asked as to whether the developer could be asked to give details of how they 

proposed to demolish the building and Cllr Smith said that this should be included within the 

application on the Planning website. Cllr Martin also added that the County Council were aware 

of the development. 

 

vi) A question was asked whether the new Unitary Authority would encourage more public 

transport? This would be a matter for the new councillors once elected. 

 

vii) A question was asked about the investments made by Bucks County Council. It had been 

reported in a local new magazine that the Council had taken out loans of £300 million had 

bought new properties to generate revenue. Cllr Martin responded by saying that it was usual for 

Councils to borrow to invest in order to generate income to help fund public services, given the 

shortfalls from central Government. He recommended that those interested view the live 

meeting of the Regulatory and Audit Committee which was taking place on 21st May 2019. 

 

viii) A question was asked about what benefits were received by the village following the Holy Cross 

development? This is known as a S106 payment. Cllr Dickson stated that an amount is allocated 

prior to a development taking place.  Following the Holy Cross development monies were given 

to Bucks County Council towards schooling in Iver and Great Missenden. Cllr Hatton said that 

the Chapel on the Holy Cross site did remain and was classed as a community facility, although 

was run by site management and not accessible to the public. Cllr Smith said that the Parish 

Council did not receive anything but that CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) was being looked 

at in relation to large developments and that in future it was anticipated that a levy would be paid 

to the Parish Council for community use – possibly 25%, as we have a Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr 

Darby added that monies in this case went to areas where there were not enough school places, 

unlike Chalfont St Peter, so this wasn’t always a bad thing. It was stated that the CIL 

consultation would be separate to that of the Local Plan and should be completed more quickly. 

 

ix) The Reverend John Goodman wished to thank Cllr Smith for her help with the Remembrance 

celebrations and Cllr Martin for championing the vulnerable. 

 

x) A question was asked regarding whether the village had considered operation a driving service 

to get elderly patients to hospital, similar to the scheme in Gerrards Cross. Cllr Smith explained 



 

 

that Gerrards Cross had such a scheme as they did not have a GP Practice in the town. Also 

that Chiltern Dial-a-Ride could also be called upon. This had been discussed by the Parish a few 

years ago, but as the village had local GP’s this was not taken up. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 10.08pm 


