
 

 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Held on Thursday 19th May 2022 at The Hub, Gold Hill Baptist Church,  

Church Lane, Chalfont St Peter at 7.30pm 

 

 

MINUTES 
Present:  

Cllr Shinner (Chairman), Cllr Dale, Cllr Darby, Cllr Hatton, Cllr North, Cllr Jha, Cllr Southworth, Cllr Smith, 

Cllr Vladar, Mr John Shaw (Chiltern Rangers) and 14 members of the public. 

 

In Attendance:  

Mrs D Evans (Clerk), Mrs V Murdock (Assistant Clerk), Mr M Stevens (Head Haywarden) and Mrs A Santos 

(Planning & Project Officer) 

 

 

1. Cllr Tony Shinner welcomed those present. 

 

2. Minutes of Meeting held on 16th May 2019: The minutes of the last meeting were noted and 

agreed. A draft has also been available on the Parish Council website.  

 

3. Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council 

 

Cllr Shinner thanked the Baptist Church for the use of their fine building. He went on to refer to the 

history of the Parish Council and compared population figures and parish income with 1894 when it 

was created. 

 

The Parish Council had kept going throughout the pandemic dealing with issues like the threatened 

motorway service area at the back of Denham Lane, a request to Natural England to extend the 

boundaries of the Chilterns AONB to include Chalfont St Peter, extensive work on updating the 

Neighbourhood Plan, The Big Biodiversity Battle and restoration of the Memorial Garden. 

 

He spoke about the precept and emphasised that the Parish Council had held the amount for two 

years with zero increase in April 2021. The decision in November to raise the precept by 5% for 

2022/2023 had not been taken lightly but was made to ensure maintenance if services and also pay 

for rising costs facing all organisations, such as energy, staffing, servicing and machinery repairs. 

He concluded that Chalfont St Peter remained one of the lowest precepted parishes in the Chilterns. 

 

The Maria Taylor Charity:  Councillor Shinner gave the annual update on the Maria Taylor Charity. 

The charity dates back to 1824 when Maria Taylor left £300 in her will, the interest of which, was to 

be given out at Christmas, as money or bread, to those in need within the village. In 1895, this came 

under the wing of the newly created Parish Council. Every year, money raised on Fun Night and at 

the Maria Taylor Carol Concert goes to the charity. Total receipts by the charity in 2021 were 

£544.55. As at 31st December 2021 the charity held £22,491.04 and 12 residents of Chalfont St 

Peter were given a gift of £40 each. The Accounts Book was available to view. 

 

4. Cllr Shinner invited the Chair of some Committees to outline what had taken place during 2021-22: 

 

(i) Amenities & Planning Committee – Chair – Cllr Linda Smith 

Cllr Smith began by thanking the members of the Committee and the admin staff who have supported 

the Committee over the past year. She explained that the Committee meets every three weeks and 



 

 

looks at every planning application made in the village. Comments are made and sent to 

Buckinghamshire Council who are the decision maker (planning authority). Residents can also attend to 

make their comments and these too are noted. 

 

Since 1st June 2021 the Committee has met 17 times and has commented on 214 new applications, 35 

for work on protected trees and 72 miscellaneous amendments/ permitted development applications. 

This is 321 applications in total averaging 19 per meeting. All members review the applications in 

advance, looking at any objections that may have been made, parking and street scene. This can take 

several hours. We are noticing a large increase in applications for loft and garage conversions and 

small dwellings and bungalows being extended to often 5,6 & 7 bedroom houses. This can impact on 

street parking. 

 

No member of the Committee is a professional planner and for large applications we may engage the 

services of planning consultants. Where an application cannot be resolved by the Bucks Planning 

Officers they go to the area Planning Committee within Bucks Council and the Parish Council 

Committee can send representatives to speak. For example, we were recently successful in overturning 

the planning officer’s recommendations to accept the MSA/ Extra application for the M25 Service Area, 

which when it went to appeal has now been refused. They have recently sent out in an application for a 

smaller site on the other side of the M25. 

 

Reports to Enforcement are also increasing, but Bucks Council are not often as quick to react as we 

would like. We know that additional resource is going into this, but at the moment it seems as though 

people are not complying with the planning rules in the hope it will go unnoticed. Decisions are still yet 

to be made on the 6 proposed dwellings at the old Waggon & Horses site and the 38 dwellings at Model 

Farm. The Newland Park site is now being developed. 

 

Other work ongoing is the update of the Neighbourhood Plan (see below) and Bucks Council is starting 

to produce a new Local Plan for all of Bucks, starting with a ‘call out’ for Brownfield sites. They are 

awaiting a Government white paper on housing numbers before they can move forward and the Parish 

Council will comment when asked to do so. We have already commented on the Three Rivers Local 

Plan as their suggested housing sites will impact our village for residents who travel to Maple Cross, 

North Orbital, Rickmansworth and Watford. We have also responded to consultations from the 

Buckinghamshire and Government white paper. 

 

Cllr Smith asked Cllr Hazel North to come and speak about the ongoing work to update the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan: The current plan, introduced in 2016, is a legal document that forms part of 

the planning process within the village and has to be referenced by the planning authority, 

Buckinghamshire Council. It aims to ensure quality in planning decisions in the village. It is used when 

providing planning comments on Planning Applications and has had other benefits for example the 

‘shop front guide’ which has contributed to preserving the appearance of shop fronts. Therefore, why do 

we need to update it? 

 

In recent years there have been some changes in the village, such as the larger developments at Holy 

Cross and Chalfont Park as well as in the Green Belt. An updated plan gives greater opportunity to look 

at and influence the impact of planning more broadly by taking into account ‘total environment’. It will 

allow us to review our ‘Character Areas’ , to assess the risk to Green Belt, and create a ‘Design Code’ 

which gives the opportunity to look at a wider scope of issues such as roads, cycle paths and leisure. A 

Design Code will be a new ancillary document to the Neighbourhood Pan, allowing us to go into more 

detail and will be easier to update into the future. 

 

It is hoped that the update will be complete before Buckinghamshire Council complete their Local Plan, 

to ensure we have a good level of ‘localism’ within what is a large county. A lot of work has already 



 

 

been done, for example the Housing Needs Assessment (paid for by a Government grant), and as 

mentioned earlier, there will be a public consultation drop-in day at The Hub on Saturday 11th June. 

 

(ii) Open Spaces Committee – Chair: Cllr John Hatton 

This committee oversees many of the routine activities of the Council, such as playgrounds, grassed 

areas, Garden of Rest and projects. This year they have been involved in the following: 

 

a) Cheena Meadow – expansion of the play area with new equipment to complement existing units 

where possible. 

b) 100 Trees by 2020 – With this target complete (100 trees were planted!) the Council is now looking 

to the next 100. This is a more complicated process that you might think as permissions have to be 

sought, underground services checked and licences in place for those who plant as well as reliable 

waterers. The first 100 was celebrated with the planting of a large Hornbeam in Church Lane car 

park. 

c) Cadent Blockhouse – Situated in Gravel Hill, Cadent have now planted hedging around the building 

to obscure the brickwork. 

d) Jubilee Gardens – Some apple trees that died have been replaced with hazel whips, to create a 

‘fruit and nut’ orchard. 

e) Grazing Field – Unwanted trees have been used to create a new fence at the Misbourne Spinney at 

the bottom of the horse field. 

f) Chasing utility companies and builders to ‘put right’ damage to trees and open spaces in the course 

of their work. For example, a tree on Chesham Lane and damage to the grass on Gold Hill 

Common. 

g) Vic Wotton Bridge – vandalised plaque repaired. 

h) Lady Gibb Millennium Wood – signed replaced using unused wood and a duplicate sign. 

i) Bucks Council have agreed to replace some trees that have died or have been taken out by them, 

for example on Copthall Lane. 

j) Planters – in the village to be planted with ‘Jubilee’ flowers. 

 

5. Cllr Isobel Darby – Buckinghamshire Council (BC) 

Two years after the formation of the Unitary Authority and delayed Councillor elections, BC now have 

147 elected councillors with three for the ward of Chalfont St Peter, namely Cllr Darby, Cllr Linda Smith 

and Cllr Jonathan Rush. All three are also parish councillors. BC is a large council which has Statutory 

Committees and Scrutiny Committees with responsibility across the whole county. Only Planning 

continues to have area committees. Cllr Darby and Cllr Rush, sit on the Planning Committee that 

includes the area of Chalfont St Peter. 

 

Other locally based governance created under the Unitary Authority, are Community Boards. These 

invite bids from local town and parish councils and provide funding for local projects where those bids 

are successful. For example, in Chalfont St Peter we have had a new cycle rack installed and been  

able to improve our green spaces through the Big Bio-Diversity Battle (see presentation below). 

 

Cllr Darby went on to outline some of the work currently being undertaken by BC: 

 

a) During the pandemic BC rose to the challenge, setting up vaccine clinics, supporting schools and 

distributing over 400,000 lateral flow tests. Currently, they are supporting Ukraine refugees, 

especially in relation to jobs, schools and homes.  

b) Environment – A large program of drain/ gully clearance has been undertaken with all gullies having 

either been cleared to tried to be cleared over the past twelve months. Fly tipping has also 

increased however, BC are currently prosecuting on average one person per week for this offence. 



 

 

The audience were reminded to report any issue on Fix My Street, or if they were not able to, to 

contact their Bucks councillors.  

c) Local Plan – BC were embarking on their Local Plan, firstly looking at ‘Brownfield’ sites for potential 

housing  before ‘green’ areas. 

d) Climate Strategy – BC were looking to plant 500,000 trees (1 per resident) and also were looking at 

replacing verge trees where they were damaged. Electric car charging points were also being 

installed in more areas within the county. 

e) Household Waste – The waste contract changed to Veolia and recently a new collection regime has 

begun, with many having a new day for their collection. Once all the teething problems have been 

ironed out, it is hoped this will bring improvements to waste collection. 

f) Leisure – The new Lifestyle Centre in Amersham was now open and was proving to be a superb 

new facility for the whole community. 

g) Welcome Back Fund – to help restore foot fall to shopping centres within Bucks, including the Skate 

Park Day in Church Lane Car Park and the planters in the village. 

h) There is an initiative to encourage filming within the County. 

i) Many ‘Jubilee’ packs have been sent out. Street parties are being organised across the county and 

the fee for road closures has been waived. The Parish Council have organised the ‘Lighting of the 

Beacon’ which will take place on the evening of Thursday 2nd June. 

j) There is a ‘Helping Hands’ initiative that has been launched to help those facing austerity with 

finance and fuel bills etc. 

 

Cllr Darby concluded by saying that budgets remained tight with costs increasing across the board, 

for example pothole repairs cost more due to the rising costs of raw materials. There are a lot of 

pressures, but she assured those present that local councillors are always there to help those in 

Chalfont St Peter. 

 

6. Presentation: Big Biodiversity Battle 

 

John Shaw from Chiltern Rangers and Mike Stevens, Head Haywarden, from Chalfont St Peter 

Parish Council, gave a presentation detailing the work that has been taking place within the village 

as part of the Big Biodiversity Battle. This project, funded in conjunction with the Buckinghamshire 

Council Community Board, aims to enhance local habitats through conservation, education and 

community engagement. 

 

Eleven local sites were selected, the Garden of Rest, River Misbourne, Nature Reserve, Millennium 

Wood, Cheena Meadow, Jubilee Garden, Water Splash Garden, Gold Hill Common, Austenwood 

Common, Hill House Allotments & Centre of the Village. Work has included creating wildflower 

meadow areas, installing hedging whips to create new hedges to encourage nesting/ foraging 

environments, installing copse whips, pond management, planting yellow rattle seed, planting, 

repairing the Misbourne Bridge, adding benches and installing bird boxes including for tawny owls  

and kestrels and installing bat boxes. A mobile saw mill was also used on Austenwood Common to 

enable some tree thinning with the excess wood being used to create bench slats to be re-used in 

the village. 

 

All of this work has been completed by Chiltern Rangers, Parish Council staff and volunteers from 

many different local organisations/ groups and the local secondary school. In total (as of this 

evening), 788 volunteer hours have been given. 67 under 18’s have given 266 hours and 118 adults 

have given 522 hours of their time. A local company, Fineland Forestry have also helped with larger 

trees and installing the bird boxes. 



 

 

In terms of outcomes, the work should reduce carbon dioxide emissions, reduce fuel consumption, 

reduce transport costs and reduce labour. It will increase habitats, foraging and biodiversity.  

 

 

Open Forum and Questions from the Public: 

 

 

a) What is a Community Board? 

There are 16 across the county, covering all areas and were created by Buckinghamshire Council to 

help local towns and parishes fund smaller, local projects. They have money allocated to them 

annually and they welcome bids for local schemes. The Bucks Council website gives details of how 

to make a bid. 

 

b) Does the A413 central reservation belong to Buckinghamshire Council and are there any plans to 

reduce cutting it and leave to wildflower? 

Mike Stevens, Head Haywarden, explained that yes, this did belong to Bucks Council and that at 

present a trial was taking place in the north of the county to this effect. The problem with doing this 

is that it is a huge undertaking as the area would need a cut and collect regime and the road would 

need to be closed for maintenance and traffic regulations put in place. There is going to be a trial in 

the South Bucks region in some areas where there is a 30mph speed limit and the Parish Council 

has been asked to be a part of this. Cllr Darby added that the disposal of the cut & collect material 

and where to put it was also a problem. John Shaw also noted that he had been in talks with Bucks 

Council regarding a ’green waste stream’ but that this would take some time to develop and take 

forward. 

 

c) Refuse collection – is food waste collected by a separate firm? 

Cllr Darby confirmed that it was. Previously, one vehicle had collected all waste using an attachment 

for food. When this was full, the vehicle had to go back to its base site, dispose of rubbish and 

return to it’s round. This new approach, should reduce the number of journeys and make the system 

more efficient. It was also confirmed that ‘green’ collections were every other week. 

 

d) Who is responsible for footpaths as many are overgrown and difficult to walk down? 

Up until three years ago, the Parish Council had responsibility for the metalled footpaths in the 

village, as part of the Devolved Services agreement with the then Bucks County Council. Now, 

footpaths were again the responsibility of Bucks Council. Cllr Darby explained that when the 

contract came up for renewal, Bucks Council would not increase the price to take on the work and 

for the Parish Council it was not viable to continue. She encouraged people to report problems on 

‘Fix My Street’ and if they could not do this to contact their local Bucks councillor. 

 

e) Is there going to be a development on Winkers Field? 

This referred to the field next to the area current allocated for planning. As yet the Parish Council 

had not seen anything. 

 

f) Will the service road o the A413 used for HS2 go once the project is finished? 

It was confirmed that the road was only leased and the area should be reinstated once the project is 

complete. 

 



 

 

Lastly, Cllr Southworth, asked whether anyone present could help or knew of anyone that could help with 

watering a new tree on Gold Hill Common. A member of the audience volunteered and they agreed to swap 

details. 

 

 

Cllr Shinner thanked those for attending the meeting and it came to an end. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 9.35pm 


