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The following article has been kindly submitted by Helen Light: 

Christmas Weekend at Chiltern Open Air Museum 

On the 3rd and 4th December you can find out about how Christmas was celebrated in the past at Chiltern Open Air 
Museum in Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire.  

The Museum’s collection of historic buildings will be decorated traditionally for Christmas. The reconstructed 
Victorian tollhouse will be decked with holly and ivy and illuminated by candles and firelight, creating a warm, festive 
flair. The 1940s Prefab will show how people celebrated a restrained wartime Christmas enlivened by make-do-and-
mend decorations. Within the building you will find some costumed stewards carrying out activities and telling 
visitors what life would have been like.  

There will be an artisan craft market with around 28 stalls and the Museum’s shop will be full of handmade products 
made by local crafts people including jewellery, candles, preserves and gin – perfect for a bit of Christmas shopping 
so make sure you bring plenty of cash. 

There will be some festive musical entertainment with Stoke Mandeville Combined School Choir, Bucks Music Trust 
wind band, brass band, and swing band, and Chiltern hand bell ringers performing on Saturday and Next Stage Choir, 
Jubilate, Jupiter Singers, and Lemon Tuesday performing on Sunday. 

On both days you can take part in candle-making, see the blacksmith working in the forge, listen to festive 
storytelling, take part in craft activities, find out what local wood carver, Hendrick Joosten is making in the Furniture 
Factory, see how Victorian Father Christmas traditionally dressed and see Mrs Claus riding her horse.  

The event will run from 10am – 4pm. Pre-booking your tickets is advised. For further information visit 
www.coam.org.uk 

 

mailto:elainequigley@sky.com
http://www.coam.org.uk/
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Howard Dawson: 
 

 



 
The following article has been kindly submitted by Ruth Corner: 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Alan Parrott: 
 
Trading Standards newsletter 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Alan Parrott: 
 

Thames Valley Residents Asked For Views on Policing and Crime 

 
The Police & Crime Commissioner has launched an anonymous online survey, giving residents an opportunity to 
share their views and experiences of policing and crime. 
 
The survey asks for views about how safe residents feel in their local area, their experience of both crime and the 
police as well as questions on the future funding of policing. 

https://scc.newsweaver.co.uk/tradingstandards/1puuj5g3jlg


 
Matthew Barber said: “Part of my role is to ensure there is a clear focus on the priorities that matter most to the 
public. I want to gain a real understanding of how crime is affecting communities, whether it is direct experiences of 
crime or issues that may be causing you concern in your local area. I also want to hear your feedback, whether good 
or bad, on policing; what the police are doing well and areas you think could be improved. 
 
“To help me build up a picture across the Thames Valley, the survey will be available on my website all year round. It 
will provide an ongoing mechanism for people to share their views and keep me informed. Whether or not you have 
directly experienced a crime, I would encourage you to use the survey to share your feedback and tell me what is 
important to you. Your views will help shape the future of policing in the Thames Valley.” 
 
To complete the survey, please visit the PCC webpage. 
  
If you are not able to complete the survey online or need support in doing so, please call the Office of the PCC on 
01865 541957 or email opcc.comms@thamesvalley.police.uk. 
 
The survey will remain open for responses throughout the year. Responses will remain anonymous and confidential. 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Alan Parrott: 
 

December Our News - Neighbourhood Watch National Newsletter For England and Wales 

 
OUR NEWS - Neighbourhood Watch national newsletter for England and Wales 
  
Welcome to our December OUR NEWS – the final newsletter for 2022. Yes, we hear you... it is not December just 
yet... but we wanted to get this to you in good time. 
  
We know that everyone is under increasing financial pressure at the moment, which is why this edition highlights 
how to stay more protected this season whilst shopping online. 
  
We are also pleased to bring you a selection of discounts from our corporate partners on a variety of door locks and 
cyber protection software, along with a 50% discount on Neighbourhood Watch branded tote bags and pin badges - 
ideal gifts for Coordinators. Please note that we do not want to increase pressure to purchase items but to ease the 
financial pressure on you. 
  
If you are impacted by the cost of living and need some extra support, be that in financial support, money-saving 
tips; steps to avoid becoming a victim of crime, or support to help reduce loneliness and isolation, please visit our 
dedicated cost-of-living support pages on our website.  
 
The newsletter is displayed on the following page: 
 

https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/your-views/consultation/
http://opcc.comms@thamesvalley.police.uk/
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The following article was kindly submitted by Alan Parrott: 
 
Please see information below with good advice to protect yourself from scams. 
 
There are various banking scams at the moment, such as from HSBC and Santander. 'Which' magazine has advised 
that the fake HSBC text directs customers to call a fraudulent helpline - hoping to trick HSBC customers into giving 
away sensitive details.  These texts display ‘PASSCODE’ as the sender and attempt to capitalise on security checks 
known as ‘strong customer authentication’ (SCA).  An example of this text reads:   ‘HSBC: Your OTP is 429384 for a 
payment of 850.00 GDP to EXPEDIA – REF:  HS9X.  If this wasn’t you, call us immediately on 0330 828 1274.   If you 
call the number you will hear an automated recorded message or interactive voice response asking you to input your 
branch sort code and 15-digit card number or customer identification number before being supposedly put through 
to an adviser. Don't do it! 
 



The previous Carphone Warehouse scammers have now realised that this name no longer exists and are using 
Currys/PC World to phone residents.  Be wary of any unexpected calls saying that they are from Currys/PC World. 
 
I am attaching a document below which gives good advice on how to protect yourself when purchasing products 
online, especially leading up to Christmas.   Also the Parcel Delivery scams will no doubt increase. 
 
PS Thanks to our colleagues in Berkshire for the above details. 
Regards, 
 
David 

 

 
 

 
 



 
The following article has been kindly submitted by Allan Goodbrand: 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Martin Tett (Leader of Buckinghamshire Council) 
 
Buckinghamshire Council Update 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Bob Older: 
 
2nd bells for next few weeks 
 
 
 

https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-OC64-D0E503F0A89FB58430HTEH3CAA4669AB9A0B79/cr.aspx


Dear All 
 
Thanks to those who have already stepped forward for work parties next Saturday 26th November, Thursday 1st 
December and Saturday 10th December.  
I can confirm these will go ahead but there is lots of room for more help if you can spare an hour or two.  
 
The Saturdays will start prompt at 10.00 am thru to about 12.30 and the Thursday timing is tba.  As usual, I will send 
detailed “orders of the day”, including risk assessment to those who have said they can take part just beforehand. 
It  is almost certain that next Saturday’s group will work from Misbourne Farm (aka “Gorilla”) - first little turning off 
A413 after Mill Lane heading to Amersham from Chalfont St Giles.  Waders will be necessary so do please let me 
know your shoe size. 
 
Reminder too of the “not a meeting” - fairly informal river chat and Q and A - at The Greyhound, this Wednesday 
evening from 7.15pm. 
 
It is also good to report that we have sufficient takers already to confirm the Annual Dinner on Wednesday 14th 
December but, again we look forward to hearing from lots more of you ASAP that you will be able to join us. 
 
That’s all for now 
 
Best wishes 
 
Bob 
  
Tel:      01753 885131 
Mob:    0781 651 4868 
e-mail: bob.older@me.com 
http://www.misbourneriveraction.org/ 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Bob Older: 
 
Misbourne River Action – November News 
 
Dear All 
 
There wasn't a lot of point in writing during the summer.  It may have been good for holidays but not at all for the 
river, which showed briefly in Chalfont St Peter in June but subsequently receded again, initially at least part due to 
weed-choking of the watercourse.   Chalfont St Giles fared much better with continuous flow since March 2020 only 
disappearing in August.   
It was interesting to note that, despite the exceptional summer - (lowest 6 monthly rainfall in our 30 year records) - 
groundwater levels remained close to average for the time of year and it appeared unlikely the river would dry up 
much above Misbourne Farm, unlike, say 2018, when there was nothing through Amersham.  I have a little wonder if 
that improvement might just be a reflection of the reductions in abstraction achieved in recent years.  It would be 
good to see Affinity Water’s elusive figures for flows below Amersham over the summer as it has been an ideal time 
to consider the effect of the new wetland area.  
 
I’ve been “off grid” for a couple of months but now getting back to things.  Meanwhile, much has been happening 
politically.  The groundswell of concern for chalk streams which has grown over the last 30 years reached Parliament 
in the form of the The Chalk Streams (Protection) Bill introduced by our MP, Sarah Green, who has been working 
hard on this issue since her election.  The Bill itself is welcome - its second reading may be expected next year - but 
of greater direct impact is the response to this pressure now being shown by the water industry.  Thames, Wessex 
Water, Southern Water and our own Affinity Water are all responding with Affinity claiming to have ceased 
abstraction affecting the Chess and promising further improvements to the Misbourne.    
 
A conference in St Albans in September celebrated 25 years of the Chiltern Chalk Streams Project (CCSP).  Albeit that 
it was a celebratory event, I was particularly struck by the friendly cooperation between the water companies and 
the environmental groups compared with my perception of past mutual suspicion.  It was also good to note the 
increased resources of the CCSP.  (Links to some of the material will be added to our website) 
 
It was good to have a stall again at Chalfont St Peter’s Feast Day and sign up a good number of new 

mailto:bob.older@me.com
http://www.misbourneriveraction.org/


supporters.  From our start in 2008, Misbourne River Action, with its 400+ supporters, informative website, 
productive work-parties and sociable style, has plenty to toast but similar groups such as The Ver Society and Save 
the Chess have earned a higher profile and gained greater “clout”.  To move up a gear and secure increased 
attention to, and investment in, the Misbourne, 'without throwing the baby out with the bathwater’, we perhaps 
need to think hard about future organisation including a) a more devolved leadership and committee structure b) 
relationship with Chiltern Society c) funds - including possibly a small annual subscription.  Notional targets might 
include on-going improvements in water quality, complete elimination of abstraction, greater pressure on 
landowners to maintain the watercourse through their land, environmentally friendly lining of leaky leats and the 
loosing “perched” reaches between the Chalfonts and the extension of the Chilterns Area of National Beauty 
through to Chalfont St Peter - dare I even suggest some pumped recharge??  A big agenda indeed, but it will be 
interesting to see where it might get to in the next 25 years.   If you have thoughts on any of this and/or would like 
to be more involved in upping our game, do please let us know and the conversation can begin. 
 
At present, winter recharge is underway and there is already flow from Deep Mill Pond as far as Misbourne 
Farm.  Work parties to clear the old mill leat from Misbourne Farm (Gorilla) to the ford at Mill Lane and then from 
the ford through to Chalfont St Giles would give a good start to 2023.  My involvement may be limited but I’m happy 
to coordinate and provide resources.  Who could be available for morning and afternoon shifts on any or all of 
Saturday 26th November, Thursday 1st December and Saturday 10th December??……… or, if keen for another day, 
let me know and/or float it on our WhatsApp group.  By the way, if you would like to join the WhatsApp group, 
please say and let me have your mobile number. 
 
To recover momentum a little after this strange year, we will have a “not a meeting” - i.e. an informal chat over a 
drink or two at The Greyhound at 7.15p.m.on Wednesday 23rd November.  Everyone and all ideas welcome. 
 
We have always enjoyed an annual MRA Christmas Dinner and it will be lovely to see the usual faces and lots of new 
ones on Wednesday 14th December.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you can join us for this fun event. 
 
As always, looking forward to seeing you in or by the river soon 
 
Bob 
  
Tel:      01753 885131 
Mob:    0781 651 4868 
e-mail: bob.older@me.com 
http://www.misbourneriveraction.org/ 
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