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The following article has been kindly submitted by John Lovelock of the 
Hedgerley Historical Society: 

 

Wednesday 15th March 2023 8pm Hedgerley Memorial Hall 

Beacons of the Past – investigating a prehistoric Chilterns landscape 

– Dr Wendy Morrison 

Beacons of the Past was a 4.5 year project part funded by National Lottery Heritage Fund, the Chiltern 

Society, and the National Trust , amongst others. Its purpose was to engage and inspire communities to 

discover, conserve, and enjoy the Chilterns' Iron Age hillforts and their prehistoric chalk landscapes. Now at 

the project’s conclusion, Dr Wendy Morrison will offer a look at how it all turned out, what worked and 

what didn’t, with UK’s largest bespoke archaeological LiDAR survey, the project’s outreach programmes, 

and what comes next. 

 

Dr Wendy Morrison works for the Chilterns Conservation Board as Heritage7 Archaeology 
Manager. She also is Senior Associate Tutor for Archaeology at the Oxford University Dept for 
Continuing Education, Chair of the Hillfort Study Group, President of the Marlow 

Archaeological Group and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. Wendy’s research areas are 
Prehistoric European Archaeology and Landscape Archaeology. She has nearly two decades’ 

excavation experience in Southern Britain, the Channel Islands, and India. 
 

Zoom Link  

If you are unable to join us in person below is the link to join the meeting via Zoom by 

contacting John Lovelock via jdlovelock@btinternet.com 

Please note You will see the slides and hear (but not see) the speaker. During the 

presentation your microphone will be muted but will be unmuted at the end offering you the 
opportunity to ask questions. Alternatively use the chat facility and your question will be read 

out to the speaker and hall audience. 
Topic: HHS….Beacons of the Past Update 

Time: Mar 15, 7.30pm (for 8pm) 

 

HARVEY WATSON 

 

Many members contacted me after our February meeting concerned for the welfare of Harvey Watson who 

did not attend to present his talk. I contacted the Battlefields Trust and one of Harveys colleagues (Chris 

May) has sent the following message: 

 

Harvey had a fall down his stairs and broke some ribs and ended up in hospital - he's still there at the 

moment. 

 

I have spoken to him this morning and he asked me to get in touch with you. He sends his apologies for not 

turning up - some neighbours had fortunately called round and found him and got him rushed off to hospital 

on the Wednesday morning. 

 

Harvey is recovering well but looks like being in hospital for a little while longer - but once he's out he'll get 

in touch with you himself. 

 

mailto:elainequigley@sky.com


He's sorry he wasn't able to turn up or, in the circumstances, contact you or find someone to cover for him. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Chris May 

 

Ridgeway National Trail 2023 

Celebrating 50 years since this fascinating historical route became a national trail. Explore more with the 

#Ridgeway50 challenges https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/en_GB/the-ridgeway-top-50/ 

Hedgerley Study Day - Saturday 20th May 2023 

Following the success of our 2022 study day on House History the theme this year is on the History of 

Farming and Agriculture in Hedgerley. The day will be led by popular local historian and writer Julian Hunt 

and include a talk, buffet lunch and a walking tour of Hedgerley farm buildings. The cost of the day 

including refreshments is £10 and bookings are open now. 

Closing date 17th May 2023 

2023 Talks and Outings Programme Preview 

Our 2023/24 Programme (May 2023 - April 2024) is currently being finalised but here are a few 2023 

highlights. 

Talks 

19th April 2023 - Keith Piercy - The Harefield Light railway 

17th May 2023 - Rena Hume - Charles Rennie Mackintosh 

21st June 2023 - Julian Hunt - Broadway - a Cotswold Village 

20th September 2023 - Doug Stuckey - HS2 Archaeology in Buckinghamshire 

18th October 2023 - Julie Summers - History of Vogue Magazine 

28th October 2023 (Saturday) - Julian Hight - The Trees of Windsor Great Park (preceded by Autumn 

Lunch) 

15th November 2023 - Fiona Brewer and Paul Graham - Walking in the Footsteps of an Edwardian 

13th December 2023 - Ian Griffith - The most secret airfield in WW2 

Outings 

3 May 2023 (Wednesday) Tour of H G Matthews Bellingdon Brickworks near Chesham Self Drive 

Free 

Limited numbers Booking required Closing date 19th April 2023 FULLY BOOKED - WAITING LIST 

OPEN 

Bricks in buildings predating the 19th century include subtle colour shades and glazes that come from the 

way the kilns were fired, using wood. Henry George Matthews established the brickworks that bears his 

name in 1923 and the traditional techniques that he used have been passed on to his descendants who still 

https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/en_GB/the-ridgeway-top-50/


run the works today. Henry's Grandson Jim Matthews will lead a guided tour of one of the last remaining 

producers of hand made bricks. 

18th May 2023 (Thursday) Mini-Bus Tour of Historical Sights in Hillingdon Borough £12 per person 

Limited numbers Booking required Bookings close 28th February FULLY BOOKED - WATING LIST 

OPEN 

Join buildings archaeologist Paul McGarrity for a walking tour of Uxbridge before boarding a minibus for a 

whistle stop tour of some of the historic buildings of Hillingdon including Manor Farm and Ruislip Motte 

and Bailey, Eastcote House gardens, Barra Hall, Cranford Park and Harmondsworth Barn 

6th June 2023 (Tuesday) Haddenham Museum and Village Tour Self Drive Free 

Booking required Closing date 17th May 2023 

Join volunteers from Haddenham Museum to explore the Museum and a walk around this historic 

Buckinghamshire village 

25th June 2023 (Sunday) High Wycombe Cemetery Tour Self Drive Free 

Limited numbers Booking required Closing date 21st June 2023 

"Good Mourning" 

A tour of the older parts of High Wycombe Cemetery covering the stories of some of Wycombe's past 

families who chose to make this their last resting place. Sally Scagell has been researching the graves in 

High Wycombe Cemetery over the past 15 years and every headstone has a tale to tell. 

12th July 2023 (Wednesday) 6.30pm A summer evening at Bekonscot Self Drive Free 

Brian Newman-Smith will describe the development of this historic model village and show us how the 

models are made and maintained. 

19th July 2023 (Wednesday) 7pm The restoration of Church Gardens Arcadia Visitor Centre Harefield 

Self Drive Free 

Limited numbers Booking required Closing date 21st June 2023 

Kay McHugh (Head Gardener) will describe how in the past 20 years the gardens have been transformed 

from dereliction to the amazing garden we see today. After the talk explore the Walled Garden and Orchard. 

Refreshments available. 

9th August 2023 (Wednesday) Coach Outing (from Hedgerley) to Stratford-upon-Avon £25 

Booking required Closing date 19th July 2023 

An opportunity to explore a town synonymous with William Shakespeare. 

Shakespeare's Birthplace allows you to visit the house where the world’s most famous 
playwright was born and grew up to discover more about his early years. Other 

Shakespeare locations include Hall's Croft (home to William's daughter), 

Shakespeare's New Place (the last chapter in his life), Anne Hathaway's cottage 
(Shakespeare's wife) and Mary Arden's Farm (the childhood home of Shakespeare's 

mother). 

There are regular public 45-minute boat trips on the River Avon, sightseeing bus trips 

and town and river walks. 



27th September 2023 (Wednesday) Frogmore Paper Mill and Canal Boat Trip Self Drive £15.50 per 

person 

Booking required Closing date 1st September 2023 

Paper making started at Frogmore in 1774 and commercial production ceased in 2000. Learn about the 

history of paper making and make your own by hand. Our visit will include a short cruise along the River 

Gade aboard canal boat Bryan Donkin. 

11th October 2023 (Wednesday) Reading Museum and Abbey Quarter Walking Tour Self Drive £10 

per person 

Booking required Closing date 11th September 2023 

See Britain's Bayeaux Tapestry and explore 200 years of Biscuit Town in Reading Museum's Huntley & 

Palmer Gallery and discover Reading's historic Abbey Quarter on a Guided Walking Tour around the 

grounds including Jane Austin's schoolroom, the ruins of Reading's Royal Abbey and the burial place of 

King Henry I. 

4th November 2023 (Saturday) Tour of the Houses of Parliament £23.50 per person 

Booking required Bookings close 18th October 2023 

Discover the inner workings of UK Parliament and immerse yourself in the fascinating history of this world 

famous building. 

18th November 2023 (Saturday) Tour of John Lewis Heritage Centre Cookham Self Drive Free 

Limited numbers Booking required Closing date 15th November 2023 

As well as being home to the business archives of John Lewis and Waitrose the heritage centre houses over 

3,000 different textile designs dating from the 1790's to the present day. These include designs by William 

Morris, C F A Voysey and Lucienne day. Designs for fabric used in Royal residences and the staterooms of 

the RMS Titanic feature in the collection. Between 1942 and 1956 Grove Farm (now part of the Heritage 

Centre) housed the Odney Pottery. 

23rd February 2024 (Friday) 11am (Self Guided) Tour of the Museum of Brands Ladbroke Grove 

Admission (Concession - Group) £6.30 

Enjoy a Nostalgic Journey through 200 years of Consumer Culture 

Closing date for Bookings 17th January 2024 

-o0o- 
 
The following article has been kindly submitted by Alan Parrott: 
 
Safe Online Shopping 
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Alan Parrott: 

 

 

 

  

https://www.getsafeonline.org/onlinebuying/?videoname=emily
https://www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/


  

TS Alert - Trading Standards newsletter  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you leaving a digital footprint?  

The latest scam emails and product recalls and an example of how we are cracking down on illegal 

tobacco - all in our latest newsletter! 

Read it here: https://scc.newsweaver.co.uk/tradingstandards 

  

Also don't forget to sign up to our FREE scam awareness webinars! 

Scams Awareness & Beware the Bite of the Loan Shark –  9 March at 11.30am to 12.30pm. With 

guest speaker from the Illegal Money Lending Team to cover what a loan shark is and where to go for 

help.SCAMchampion training – 15 March at 10.30am to 12.30pm. 

 Both sessions will be hosted via Microsoft Teams. 

 For further information and/or to book your place, visit our Eventbrite page 
 

 

Message Sent By 

Claire Hodgson 
(Trading Standards, Senior Trading Standards Specialist, Buckinghamshire & Surrey) 

 

 
 

https://s-url.co/U5EDAA
https://s-url.co/VJEDAA
https://cdn.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/messageTypeIcons/Mt15P3.jpg
https://s-url.co/U5EDAA


 
The following article has been kindly submitted by Helen Light: 

Press Release 

Chiltern Open Air Museum is re-opening 
  
Chiltern Open Air Museum, in Chalfont St Giles, Buckinghamshire, is re-opening for its 2023 season on Saturday, 18th 
March 10 am until 5 pm. The history museum has planned an action-packed season with over 25 re-enactments and 
special events, including a Royal Coronation Joust, Gladiator Games, and a special new Green Festival in July, all 
about sustainable ways of living. 
  
The outdoor museum, set on 45 acres of Chilterns countryside, has a collection of 37 reconstructed historical houses 
and buildings that were lived in and used by ordinary people from the Iron Age to the 1940s. New for 2023 will be a 
series of traditional craft demonstrations, including bronze casting, flint knapping, spinning, spoon carving, chair 
making, natural dyeing and weaving, and blacksmithing, providing visitors with an insight into the skilled practices of 
the past. You can also book straw hat plaiting, willow weaving, photography and blacksmith workshops. 
  
The Team at COAM are just completing the reconstruction of a Victorian lambing fold ready for the arrival of more 
rare-breed Oxford Down lambs around Easter. There are only 110 flocks of Oxford Down sheep left in Britain, with 
one of those being at COAM. During the lambing season, a member of the team stays in the traditional shepherd’s 
living van to ensure that the new arrivals are carefully attended to. 
  
Visit www.coam.org.uk for full details. 
 

 

http://www.coam.org.uk/
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The following article has been kindly submitted by Marie Cavanagh: 
 
Keep it Local CSP - March '23 
 
The following article (overpage) has been kindly submitted by David Alder: 
 
 

https://us8.campaign-archive.com/?u=0fee5347a3a65e27abbc26ab8&id=9db4eb2907


 
 

 



 

 
 
 


